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,, 15. Mary of Guise, queen-dowager of Scotland. 
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LETTER I, 

Jarie Roper to Lord Cromwell, a.d. ] 538. 

[HISGBLLANEOUS EXCHIQUSR documents, fiSCONO SERISSy KO. 1954. 

BOLLS HOUSE. Holoffraph.'] 

•«• Jane Roper was the daughter and co*heir of Sir John Fineux^ 
Speaker and Lord Chief Jnstice of Enghmd^ and widow of John 
Roper, of Eltham, in Kent, Attorney-General to Henry VIII. She 
had three fions— William, Christopher^ and Edward, and six daughters^ 
seyeral of whom married law lords. Her daughter Elizabeth was 
married to John Pilborongh, afterwards one of the Barons at the 
Exeheqner, and it is in reference to his preferment that the present 
letter was written. 

Mrs. Roper was a woman of high and active spirit. She wrote 
another letter to Lord Cromwell, remonstrating against one of his 
agents for letting to another person a farm which had been promised 
to her, and adds, << although it be no great hinderance unto me» yet 
the rebt&ke that shall ensue grieveth me more than the loss of 100^" 
She goes on to request his influence in behalf of her son Christopher, 

VOL. III. B 
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2 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

whom people think must be in disgrace, because he is not advanced 
like others. "And though," she says, <<that youth so reigneth in 
him that rather pleasuro. than profit is esteemed, yet nature with 
motherly love constraineth me to write and speak for him." ^ She 
was so much attached to her two younger sons, that, on the death of 
her husband, she had to undergo a legal examination on suspicion of 
having influenced him to make a will in favour of them and herself, 
and against her eldest son William, who had no bequest whatever 
from his father, on the ground that he was already in possession of a 
lucrative situation in Westminster.^ The examinations of the depo- 
nents are curious, but^ rather lengthy.^: The affair was ultimately 
of importance enough to be brought into parliament, and an act was 
passed for the settlement of the disputes between the mother and 
sons.^ The will of Jane Roper' herself is printed by Sir Harris 
Nicolas ;« it was proved July 29th, 1544, so that she cannot have 
survived the date of the present letter many years. 



In my most humble wise I have me commended 
unto your good lordship. And although, my good 
lord, I am already . exiseedingly bounden unto you 
for your manifold goodnesses, evermore shewed unto 
me and unto my poor friends, for my sake, whereof 
I am not able to recompense any part indeed, but of 
bounden duty, must persevere your daily beadwoman 
to God for the continuanoe of your prosperous 
estate; yet the good behaviour of my son, Pil* 
borough, your servant, towards me, and my natural 

• Sfiseel. Letters,2nd aeries, vol. xjuby. foL 142. State Paper Offioe. 

^ She was exeoutrix of the will, and amongst the MiseeUeiieoiiB 
Exchequer Documents is a complaint from one John Littleoete to 
Wolsey that she delayed or rsfiised to pay him 40iL eip«d by her laAe 
husband as part purchase money for somejlaads. 

« mtoeUiuieoiie Esehequw DoeamentB, 2nd series^. No. 1057. 
BbUeiHouse. 

^ Statutes of the Reahn, vol. iii. p. 300* 

« Testamenta Yetiista, vol. ii. p. 712. 
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love to my daughter, his wife, compel me now to 
desire most heartily your good lordship to be good 
lord unto my said son, and preserve him to be 
attorney unto the queen, whom, as I hear say, by 
God's grace, the king's highness pleaseth shortly 
most nobly to inawy. And your loi'dshipV so doing 
shall not be to my said son more pleasure than to 
me comfort, which, God reward you, you have 
always tendered in me; and, nevertheless, bind my 
said son evermore, both with deed to his little power, 
and good-^nll of hi» poor heart, to reoompensd 
during all his life. 

And forasmuch, also, my good lord, that I hear 
say it is the king^s pleasure shortly to come dowtt 
into this country of Kent, I do prepare to receive 
your lordship most gladly into my poor hoosO) which 
is so much enriched^ in my remembrance of your 
once being there, that my special tillst is, you will 
never hereafter fail to be a# bold tibereof as of your 
own. And thus Almighty God grant yotir lordship 
prosperously long to live in your honourable estate, 

Written the 16th day of this present month of 
November, by her which is no less yours than she 
is bounden^ 

Janc' Rophk. 

To the Right Honoitnhle Md 
my niMft sraguhv good lord^ 
. the hnd Prhry Seaiy giif» 
this. 
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LETTER II. 

Anne^ Lady Russell^ to Lord CromwelL a.d. 1538. 

[howabd lettebs, p. 296. From the Ort^titaZ,] 

•«* Annoji Lady Russell^ was the daughter and heiress of Sir Guy 
Sapcotesy Knight, from whom she inherited the manor of Cheneys, 
in Bnckinghamshire, and the widow of Su* J. Broughton, by whom 
she had a son and two daughters.^ 

Her second husband was at first a simple country gentleman, of 
good education and oonnderahle ability. He was indebted to an 
accidental circumstance for his elevation. In 1506, when Philip the 
Handsome, of Austria, i^id his queen, Joanna of Castile, were storm- 
driven upon the coast of Weymouth, they were received by Sir F. 
Trenchard, a neighbouring knight. He, anxious about the entertain. 
Itkent of his royal guests, sent in all haste for Mr. Russell, who, 
having travelled much, was considered the most competent person to 
hold intercourse with the illustrious strangers. Philip was sq 
pleased with his companion, that he took him to Windsor, and intro- 
duced him to Henry YII. In 1522 he was knighted ; in 1539 he was 
iQade Baron Russell of Cheneys ; in 1543 Lord Privy Seal ; and on 
the 19th of January, 1550, he was created Earl of Bedford; and is 
the ancestor of the dukes of that noble house. 

The letter before us is presumed to be addressed to Lord Crom- 
wel], from iotemal. evidence, and also from the circumstance thaty, 
since the Wolsey, Cromwell, and Lisle Papers are the only domestic 
documents of that period that are still extensively preserved, and 
several of them have at different times been stolen from the State 
receptacle, to which, on the attainder of their Qwners, they were con- 
signed, and found their way into private collections, any letter in which, 
the superscription is lost, may be fairly supposed to have been ad- 
dressed to one of these three. It is no less strange than true that 
these nobles performed a greater service to their country by their 
supposed treasonable acts than they could have done by any exploits, 
however brilliant, since the seizure and consequent preservation of 
their Jpapers have handed down to posterity a vast mass of docu- 
ments, alike valuable to the historian and biographer. 

The editor of the Howard Letters says, in reference to the epistle 
now kid before the reader :»** This letter is published to show the 

* See note, vol. ii. p. 29, of the present work. 
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early taste tot qnaekery, whxeh, like the frogs in Egypt, got into the 
king's palace* However, it ohaneed to torn ont a Taluable medicine, 
and was pnxehased of the king for 5,000/. It is thought to be what 
we now call the Gasooigne powder/' 

The illness of Sir John Rnssell was tedious, for he wrote to 
Cromwell, the 2nd of the following October, to say that he was only 
just recoyered from it ; ^ and his lady, who was then enceinte^ either 
from infection, or the anxiety of attendance, was a sharer in his 
indisposition.^ 

Lady Rnssell snrviyed her husband, and liyed to a good old 
age. She lies interred by him in the north side of the church 
of her ancestral manor of Cheneysi since that tune the burial-place 
of the house of Bedford, where their coroneted forms sleep in sculp« 
tared alabaster amidst the proud insignia of their noble race* 



In most humble manner, I commend me unto your 
lordship ; so it is, that it hath pleased God to visit my 
husband with a burning ague, ensuring your lordship 
he was as sick and as sore handled with it yesterday 
as ever I saw him in my life ; and as your lordship 
shall perceive by the letter therein, I sent to London 
to a chaplain of my husband's, to send him physlciansi 
but^^he could get none that my husband had any mind 
to* Wherefore this shall be most heartily to beseech 
your lordship, of your goodness, that you will help 
him, so that Doctor Butts, or the Spanish physician, 
might come hither ; for if they did but see my bus-* 
band, he would think himself half healed* 

* Miscellaneous Letters, 2nd series, yoL zxxyil. fol. 302« State 
Paper Office. 

^ J. Husee to Lady Lisle, Sept. 26 ; Lisle Papers, yol. xii. fol. 6. 
State Paper Office. In a preyious letter, dated August 16th, Husee 
mentions their sickness, and tells Lady Lisle that if with the first 
messenger she would send unto them of all her sundry conseryes, it 
would betaken for gentle remembrance. — Ibid. fol. 71* 
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FurtbQr.moi'ey there la^ powder that the king's gracp 
gave to my lord Admiral which my husband hath a 
great mind unto ; and if your lordship could get a 
few of that of the king's grace for him, you should do 
him the greatest pleasure in the world. At the writing 
of this letter, I had, nor could get, no physicians, as 
knoweth Him, who preserve your good lordship- 
By your poor beadswoman, 

Anne BussGi^ii. 

At Cheynee, July jidtb* 



LETTER IIL 
JEUzabeth, Lady Wheathdl^ to Lord Cromwell a.d. 1538. 

[mISCBL. LETTEBS, second series, vol. XLYIII. no. 351. STATE PAPER 

OPFiCB. Of^^noZ.] 

%* Sir Richard Wheathell^ the husband of Lady Wheathdll, a 
elelter froKn whom has previously been given, died at CSalais in the 
antynm of 1537.' Various disputes arose soon afterwards between 
her and her son Robert, which occasioned the two following letters 
to CromweH, And also a third and subsequent one in the same 
rolamf,4wniifKr in style and subject,>> Lord CromweU's repUes are 
not in esustence ; but th«t he did interfere and partially succeed in 
settling the dilute appears from a letter addressed to him by 
"Edward Lee, Archbishop of York, dated June 11th, 1538, thanking 
hun for his goodness i« iiyiog to setUe the long and unnaliwal 
variance between Lady Wheathell and her son Robert, and request- 

^ A letter from him to Cromwell, as Lord Privy Seal, dated 
Augyst 22nd, 1537, in which he speaks of the kind treatment he 
received fxovfx Lord Llsle> is in the same volume with the present, 
fol 347. 

b Dated Janvary 30th^ .Mid endorsed A° xi», (1539). Whence 
it is evident that tbe present lettecs were written in 1538. 
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ing hka to intej^eve tbaf Iw Jft4ji^P's dinglitery irlio mur) 
ivamaDy might baye hor marriage monQj duly paid.^ 



Right honourable and mine especial good lord, 

In most humble wise I commend me unto your 
good lordship, beseeching the same, in the way of 
charity, to be good lord unto (me) in my right. So 
it is that it hath pleased our Lord to take into his 
tnercy my good husband (whose soul God pardon), 
to my great loss and discomfort, and now his son^ 
and mine, like an unnatural child, puttetli me into 
right great trouble, and will not suffer his fathered 
will to stand in any case ; but keepetb me from my 
living, and his brethren and sisters in lik& wise ; by 
mean whereof his father's debts cailnot be paid, nor 
his bequests p^ormed ; so that I am constrained to 
sue to the law here for myiiving, according to the law, 
use, and custom here, of long time used. Where- 
fore I beseech your good lordship, in the most hum- 
ble wise that I can, to be good lord to me that am 
a poor widow, in my right. 

My son make^ many friends against me to do me 
wrong; and I have no friend but God, and such 
friends as God will send me to help me in my right. 
Wherefore eftsoons I beseech your lordship to be 
good lord to me, and to help me, that I may have 
right according unto the law here used. My lord, 1 
have been married unto my husband these forty-six 
years, and have borne him fourteen children, and have 

^ Miscel. Letters, 2nd series, vpl. zxi. foL 398. 
^ Sir Robert Wheathell. 
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had much trouble all my life, as it is right well known^ 
by reason of his prisomnent and otherwise, which he 
hath right well considered in his will at his deaths if 
it may stand, both for me and all his children, and 
hath left me two younger sons and three daughters 
yet unmarried ; as also for the payment of his debts» 
the which he was in, partly for his ransom, as I 
shewed your lordship when I was with you, and 
partly for purchasing of lands for his youngest sons^ 
to the intent that my unnatural son^s living should be 
the better. As also he was at right great charge for 
the suit for a room for him here, which charges he 
little considereth« 

My lord, I was worth unto my husband^s friends 
in money, goods, and lands, better than a thousand 
marks ; and now to be left with nothing, were against 
all reason and conscience* My son hath taken a 
letter ad cottigendtan^ and hath appraised all hia 
father^s goods and chattels^ contrary mito his will; 
insomuch (saving your honour) he hath appraised the 
bed that I do lie in ; which I do think is an unnatural 
handling of a child unto his mother* As our Lord 
knoweth, who ever preserve your good lordship in 
long and prosperous life. 

From Calais, 20th April 

By your beadwoman, 

Damb Elizabbth Whbathell. 



To the Right Honourable and 
mine especial good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal, be 
this given. 
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LETTER IV. 

Elizabeth^ Lady Wheatfiett^ to Lord CromwelL 
A.D. 1538. 

[miscellaneous^ LBTTSRS, second SEBI18, TOU XLTIIL NO. 353. 

STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original.} 

Right honourable and mine especial good lord, 

In the humblest manner that I can, I recommend 
me imto your good lordship, and in like wise do thank 
your good lordship for the great goodness shewed 
unto me in my suits, for the which I beseech Al- 
mighty God to reward you. And where it pleased 
your lordship to let me have the king's commission 
hither unto my lord chamberlain and others, the 
which commission^ as I do understand, is returned 
unto your lordship, but what that they have done in 
it I know not, but as I do perceive they have not 
determined what that I shall have, wherefore I do 
fear me, unless that you be my (good) lord, I shall 
sustain great wrong, for the matter is so borne that 
I shall not have law according to the use and customs 
of long time here used. And if it would please your 
lordship to send a strait commandment unto the 
lawyers* here, to advertise you what their use and cus- 
toms have been of long time used ; and that it may 
please your lordship to determine the matter, I will 
put my matter wholly into your lordship's hands, or 
else I would be content that he would let the will 
stand. Also, my lord, there hath been communica- 

* Lawes in MS. 

B 2 
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tion for agreement between my son and me, and I 
was content to take a hundred marks de claro (clear) 
by the year, and to suffer him to have 10/. by the 
year more than his father hath given him by his will, 
and that the rest of the land should have gone to the 
performing of the will. 

And for because I demanded a little house in the 
country with a little farm of the value of 20 quarters 
of wheat by the year, the which my husband and I 
have always kept in our hands to maintain our poor 
house, the which farm my husband bath given me 
by his will, and I do ask to have it in part of the 
hundred marks, and to allow unto him as much as 
it hath been accustomed to be letten to farm ; but he 
will not «i^6e in no wise that I diall have it, unless 
that I will let him have the one half of the house and 
farm, and his wife and he to be ui bouse with me, unto 
the which I will not agree, considering his imnatural 
handling of me that am his mother. And thus he 
puts me unto much trouble and will not be ordered 
by no law, nor will not let hi9 fotb^s will etand, nor 
will not fall unto no point by entreaty of friends. 
And for this small farm, which is but 20 quarters of 
wheat by the year besides the king'^s rent, the agree- 
ment is broken ; the which farm I cannot forbear for 
the maint^ance of my poor house. 

My lordi I never received of all my husband's 
land sinoe that my husband died* which is a year 
past, unto my behoof, not past 42. 125. aterling, and 
thus he driveth me unto extreme trouble and poverty. 
Wherefore I humbly beseech your good lordship, in 
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the way. of ohaidty, to be my help in my xi^t, bo 
that I and my poor children may have our right and 
living ; for here the law shall not be suiTered to pro- 
ceed. And whereas I have occupied the said house 
and farm since my husband died, and there^remained 
the chattels aj^raiaed and not yet sold, and also I 
have some wheat there now, ere any determination 
be had by the law or otherwise, my son hath arrested 
the said £arm, so that there was never poor widow so 
cruelly handled by her own child. Wherefore my 
especial a^d singular good lord, I beseech your good 
lordship to be my good lord in tins my great trouble^ 
or else I know well it ^11 cost me my life, and that 
shortly: as our Lord knoweth, who ever preserve 
yonr lordship. 

Written at Calais, the 7th day of November, 
By yoiur humble beadwoman, 

Dame Elizabbth Wheathell, 

A poor widow. 

To Ibe^ Bight Honourable 
and my angular good 
lord, my Lord Privy Seal. 



LETTER V. 

Princess Mary to Lord CramwelL a.d. liSSS. 

[OOTfOM as. APPKHDix xxTx. FOL. 68 ; SEOOin) FOLIATION. Hohgtaph 
mmek bumU bufpued fbom smith m8. no. 68, fol. 19. BODLEiAif 

LIB8AKT.] 

•«• The position of Mary from the period of her illegituBation to the 
birth of her brother was peculiar, sinoe^ after ^the disgrace of Anne 
Boleyn, the princess Elizabeth was in the same situation as herself^ 
and although the king had two children, he had ho acknowledged 
heir to the throne. The emperor tried hard to procure the legiti- 
mation of his cousin Mary, but his interference was haughtily 
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resented l)y the Jung, as appeus from the foUowing notice of a 
reply to his application :-— 

<<To the second overture, touching the legitimation of onr 
daughter Mary, we answered that, forasmuch as she is our natural 
daughter, in case she shall, in her doings^ shew her due ohedienoe 
unto us, and humbly submit herself to our grace, without relncta- 
tion, contention, or wrestling against the determination of our 
laws, to the observation whereof she is also bound both by God's 
laws and civil orders, we shall not only know her for our daughter, 
but use her besides in all things as, to the degree of the daughter of 
so great a prince^and the honour of her parentage, shall be seemly 
and convenient. Nevertheless, we said unto him that we would 
not herein be diverted or pressed, no^^ have any other prescription 
made tmto us, or any other order devised for her entertainment, 
degree in honour, or continuance, than should proceed from the 
inclination of our own heart, which, by her humility, and the gentle 
proceedings towards us of such as pretend to be her friends, might 
be so moved, affected and tempted, as the emperor should not have 
cause to take thought for her entreaty or the advancement of her 
estate, and certainty of living in that degree of honour that sbaH 
appertain." The king goes on to assure the emperor that God 
of his goodness had given him *' wisdom, policy, and most plentiful 
years," so necessazy for a prince to direct his affairs by, and dedinea 
peremptorily all foreign advice or dictation^ in the management ^of 
his children or his realm.^ 

At length, however, the council thought proper that some pro- 
vision should be made for the princesses. Their reasonings were 
as follows:— 

** First, whereas his highness hath two daughters, (though not 
lawful, yet king's daughters) considering that all amities are com- 
' monly concluded either upon the frankness of the parties, and the 
entire love that sometime chanceth to be between prince and prince, 
or upon conjunctions and alliances in blood and consanguinity ; it 
is thought necessary that these two daughters should be made of 
some^ estimation, without the which no man will have any great 
respect or desire unto them. And, forasmuch as the one of them is of 
more age than the other, and more apt to make a present alliance 
than the other, for want of age, is, if it might please the king's 
highness to declare her according to his laws, which, to her estima- 
tion, is thought will be a great thing, or else otherwise to advance 

* Domestic Records, temp. Henry VIII. No. 179. State Papeir 
Office, Bub anno 1537. 
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« 
her to some certain liying, decent for sach an estate ; it is thought 
the same would bring her to that reputation that the more suit 
would be made for her, and that, percase, with some acceleration, 
and then a like direction to be taken for my hidy Elizabeth." 

The object of the council was to make a friend of the French 
king, by giving Mary to the Duke of Orleans.* These negotiations 
all fell through, however, and Mary still continued an object of 
jealous surveillance to her father's council, when the following 
letters were written. 



My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you, 
these shall be to give you thanks for the gentle 
and friendly letter, ^hich I received from you upon 
Sunday last, whereby I may well perceive not only 
yom* continual diligence to further me in the king's 
highness* favour, (which, I take God to my judge, 
is mine onlj comfort and treasure in this world), 
but also your wise and friendly counsel in adver- 
tising me to eschew such things, whereby I might 
seem to give any other occasion than should be 
expedient for me ; for the which your goodness, my 
lord, I think myself more bound to you than ever I 
did. For, rather than I would willingly commit 
any jot contrary to the increasing of the king's 
majesty's favour, my most gracious and benign 
father, towards me, I would not only utterly eschew 
all occasions to the contrary, (according to my 
bounden duty), but also suffer certain pain of body ; 
for I take that for the chief part of my life in this 
world. 

Wherefore, concerning the lodging of strangers 

State Papers, yoI. ].'p. 545. April 3rd, 1537/ 
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that you write to me of, although I fear it hath been 
reported to the worst, nevertheless, I will pronuse 
you, with Ood^s help, from henceforth to refrain 
it so utterly, that of right none shall have cause to 
speak of it; desiring you, my lord, for God's sake, 
to continue your goodness, both in exhorting me 
to follow such things as you think most convenient 
for me, and how I may eschew the contrary. For 
I confess the frailty of my youth to be such, that 
by negligence I may forget myself, without the stay 
of good counsel; wfaich^ whensoever I shall hear, 
I trust to follow to the uttermost of my power, 
with God's grace. To whose keeping I commit you, 
desiring him to reward you for your friendly part 
in thus matter towards me, vdth all others, in times 
past. From Bichmond, the 27th of May. 

Your aasured, bounden friend, during my life, 

Maby. 

LETTER VI. 
Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

[smith vs. no. 68. FOi. 15. aosssuM ubbuot.} 

•«• Tbe visit of the imperial ambaasadors to the prisoeBB Mazy 
and her brother is detailed in a letter from the princess to Lord 
GromweU, wfaieh Is printed from the Holograph in the State Paper 
Office by Miss StricklaBd,'' and which bears dale ** Tiusday," paroi. 
bably Augost 25th, the day after the present. 

a «( Queens of England," vol. y. p. 233. Miss StricUand, misled 
by a mistake, now corrected, in the calendar of the Domestic Records 
in the State Paper Office, has dated this letter 1542. This date is 
manifestly ineorrect, since it was written to CromweU, who was 
beheaded in 1540. The true date seems to be 1538. The original is 
in Domestio Beoords, temp. Henry VIII. No. 373. 
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My lord, 

After my most hearty oommendations to you, I 
have received your letters by this bearer, whereby I 
do perceive the king's highneas'} my most gracious 
father's, pleasure touching my communication to the 
emperor*6 ambassadors, when they shall come to visit 
the prince's grace, my brother ; which thing, although 
(his grace^s pleasure except) I would have been very 
loath to have spoken of, considering myself a young 
maid, and very willing to continue that life, if his said 
majesty will permit the same ; nevertheless, according 
to my duty, I shall fulfil all things contained in your 
letters, as well as my simple wit will serve me ; and 
also write th^ whole answer unto you, as soon as 
they shall depart. 

In the mean while, not forgetting the inestimable 
goodness of the king's majesty towards me, in esteem- 
ing"" my bestowing more than I have, or shall de- 
serve, which can do nothing, but (as I am most 
bounden) in all things obey his grace'^s commauadments 
to the end of my life ; as knoweth God, whose help 
I shall continually ask to perform my said duty ; and 
thus commit you to his holy keeping. 

From Portgore^ this Saint Bartholomew's 
day, at after dinner.^ 
Your assured loving friend, during my life, 

Makt. 

^ Eatiemmff in MS. [ ^ Augvst 24th. 
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LETTER VII* 

Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

[smith M8. no. 68> FOU 16. bodleian librabt.J 

My lord, 

After my most hearty commendations to you ; for- 
asmuch as I have always found your gentleness such 
as never refused to further my continual suits to you, 
it maketh me the bolder to use mine accustomed 
manner in writing to you, to be mean for me to the 
king^s highness for such things as I have need of, 
which at this time is this : it hath pleased the king'^s 
majesty, my most gracious father, of his great good- 
ness, to send me, every quarter of this year, forty 
pounds, as you best know; for you were always a 
mean for it, as (I thank you) you be for all my other 
suits. And, seeing this quarter of Christmas must 
needs be more chargeable than the rest, specially con- 
sidering the house I am in, I would desire you, if 
your wisdom thought it most convenient, to be a 
suitor to the king's said highness (if it may so stand 
with his gracious pleasure), somewhat to increase that 
sum. And thus, my lord, I am ashamed always to 
be a beggar to you ; but that the occasion at this 
time is such that I cannot choose. Wherefore, I 
trust in your goodness, you will accept it thereafter. 
And thus I commit you to God, desiring him to 
reward you for all your pains taken for me. 

From Hunsdon, the 8th of December. 

• Your assured loving friend, during my life, 

Mary. 
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LETTER VIII^ 

Mary^ Lady Kingston^ to Mr. Wriothesley. a.d. 1538, 
[howabd lettebs, p. 312. From the Original.'] 

•«• The following letter is ^written in reference to the Princess 
Mary, by the wife of Sir William Kingston.* From the mention of 
the Lord Privy Seal, its date most be between 1536 and 1540, when 
Cromwell held that office, and it was probably written in 1538, when 
the eonrt had been in mourning for Queen Jane Seymour. The 
letter is fall of character, both in the tenderness with which her kind 
friend sought to remind the king of the pleasure he was wont to take 
in his daughter's attire, and of the cool indifference with which he 
answered that she might wear whatcTor she chose.** 

Master Wriothesley, 

After my hearty commendations unto you, this 
shall be to advertise you I have sent to know the king's 
grace's pleasure, whether my lady's grace should leave 
wearing of black this Easter, or no. And his grace'^s 
answer was, that she might wear what colour she 
would. Wherefore, if you think but convenient, my 
lady's grace desireth you now to be a suitor to my 
lord Privy Seal, to speak to the king's grace for her 
wearing her white taffety edged with velvet, whichused 
to be to his own liking whenever he saw her grace, 
and suiteth to this joyful feast of our Lord's holy 
rising from the dead. 

Thus fare you well ; from 

Your most bounden 

A, KlNOSTON. 

• A curious notice of this lady occurs in a letter from Cromwell to 
Henry VIII.— State Papers, toL i, p. b97. 

^ This passage is decisiye as to the letter referring to Bfary, because 
Elizabeth was at that time too young to have any choice in matters of 
attire* 
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LETTER IX. 
Margaret, Queen of Scotland, to Henry VIIL 

[SCOTLAND ROTAL LBTTBBS, TOL. I. NO. 37. STATE PAPBH OFFICE. 

HolograpKI 

•«• The yomig Queen of Seotland allnded to in the foUowing 
letter was the celefanted JAxsy of Gniser mother of Maiy Queen of 
Scots, who was selected to eoosole James V. for the loss of his beau- 
tiful and lamented wife Magdalen of Fjance. 

Dearest brother, 

Pleaseth your grace to i^onsider now the comhig in 
this reahn the lady to be spouse to your nephew, our 
dearest son, and with her comes sundry strangers, 
for the which, an it pleaseth your grace, wo think to 
address us at that time, according so far as we may, 
to the honour of your grace and our noble proge- 
nitors. Wherefore an it pleaseth your grace to be so 
good and kind brother to us as to support with part 
of money and some silver work^ as pleaseth best 
your grace (to) do, for we may charge your grace 
before all earthly creature. Beseeching your grace, 
in our most humble manner, of your grace's pardon 
hereunto, and that it please your grace advertise 
me with this bearer of your grace's will anent the 
premises in writing. And if it please your grace do 
such pleasure and honour to me your only faithful 
sister, your grace shall more and more think the 
same well merited as my possible power may. And 
Almighty God conserve your grace eternally. 

By the evil hand of your grace's humble sister, 

Mabgaret H. 
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LETTER X. 

Queen Margaret to King Henry VIII ^ a.d. 1538. 

[SOOSLMCP »0«U. IXnXMy YQBC. I. MO. 88. aXATE PAFSR OFFICE. 

Holograph wuh nmiUoSedJ] 

Deareisrt brother the king, 

In my most loving manner I reeommend me to 
your grace ; whom please to wit that I think very 
long since I heard from [your] grace, believing I am 
out of your rem[embrance. Notjwithstanding I will 
write to your grace such [news] as occurs here in thjs 
realm* Your grace shall understand that the king 
my dearest son is in good health and prosperity, and 
the queen his wife, and great love betwixt them, and 
great honour done to her, and she is right richly 
come here in this realm. It may be well understood 
by her that she hath good friends, and has looked 
.greatly to her honour. I trust she shall prove a wise 
princess. Your grace shall understand that, since 
her coming in this realm, I have been much in her 
company, and she bears her very honoumbly to me, 
with very good entreating, as may be, and hearty. 
And she asked at me, when I heard any word out of 
your realm from your grace. I said, but short since 
I heard from you. Now, dearest brother, since it is 
that here is an otljer princess than I, your only 
sister, I beseech your grace that it may be seen and 
understood that you will be a kind and aloving brother 
to me, for that will be great occasion to the king 
my [son, and all] his realm to honour me and entr[eat 
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me in suob vnae] as ^11 (be) to your grace's honour. 
For every [body doeth somewhat] for their friend. 
Your grace hath beeif ever a kind brother and prince 
to me, and now is as good time to continue in the 
same, and I shall ever on my part deserve it, as I 
may ; and in this realm I trust I may do your grace 
both honour and pleasure. Herefor^ dearest brother, 
I beseech you remember that you have no more sisters 
but me, and do in such sort that it may be seen 
[your] brotherly heart toward me. For I think 
very [unkindly] that I should be so near you and 
your realm, I being your only sister, and of long time 
have no word nor writing from your grace^ but 
like as you set not by me, nor cared not how I were 
entreated, which I trust I did never deserve, I think 
right heavy that now, when I come to age, I should 
be forgot with your grace^ seeing I have ever kept a 
good part to you and your realm at my power, and 
ever shall. I can say no more, but I will think long, 
while I have answer of my writing, and know your 
grace'^s good mind toward me with this bearer. 
And God preserve your grace. 

Written at Edinborough, the last day of July, by 
the hand of 

Your loving sister, 

Margaret R. 
To the King's Gracoi my dearest brother. 



1LLU8TBI0US LADI£S« 21 

LETTER XL 
Anne Basset to Lady LisU^ a.d« 1 538*. 

[USLE PAFIBS, VOL. U NO. 80^ $TAIB PAPXR OFFIGB. Or%gindl.\ 

••• Ihuing the time tlut Anne Basset resided with the Coantess 
cf Soasez^ she fell into disgrace alike with her motiier and her 
patroness. Her &iilt seems to have been, that, having reeeived 
from her mother a present of 120 pearls for a girdle, which sho 
thought were not enoogh, smoe the qneen required the girdles to be 
set quite full of pearls^ or otherwise thejr might not be worn,* 
she had some time afterwai:ds pven away her pearls, without 
permission, to her cousin, Gatherine Stradling,*^ who had treated her 
with great Irindness. For this act of imprudent generosity, she was 
severely reprimanded on the part of Hnsee, Lady Lisle's factotumf 
who had now come in for the oflBces of purveyor, provider, wardrobe 
keeper, and supervisor of her ladyship's daughters. He thus 
recounts the penitence of the young delinquent.^: 

<' Mrs. Anne will never offend you again in like ease. I have so 
ordered the matter, that I trust nobody shall speak of this more 
than she and I. Such apparel and stuff as she hath undoubtedly 
she saveth and keepeth the best that ever I saw any. Your ladyship, 
I trust, will now be good lady unto her, for she taketh the matter 
very heavily, and against amends and repentance your ladyship 
cannot be." And again, three days afterwards^--*' Mrs. Anne 
maketh not a little moan for your displeasure, but weepeth and 
taketh on right heartily. I was very quick with her at the first ; but 
seeing her so penitent and sorry at tiie second time^ I was somewhat 
more qualified." 

But, though her mother forgave her, Lady Sussex^ was not quite so 
easily appeased, and Husee wrote to say that, as far as he could per- 
ceive, she was not well pleased with her, and though the matter was 
fozgiven, it was not forgotten. ' 

* Husee to Lady Lisle, Lisle Papers, vol. xi. art. 47^ ] 

*^ Ibid. vol. ziL art 44. 

« Lisle Papers, vol, xii. art. 43, May 2nd, 1538. 

^ Ibid. art. 44, May bOu 

« Ibid. vol. XL art 43. 

' Ibid, art 98, date May 2Gth. 
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The next report, however, was one of unqualified approbation. 
" I assure your hidyship, both by my Lady Suwex' report and by Mrs. 
Stayning's, and also by the repoii; of all the gentlewomen, Mrs. Anne 
is dearly altered, and in manner no fault can be found in her. So 
that I doul^t not but that th% worst is past, and from henceforth she 
will use herself as demurely and discreetly as the best of her fellows. 
My Lady Sussex willeth me to make her a gown of lion tawny satin, 
ti|med up with yrivet of thiB same colour, and also to buy her a 
standard for her gawns, which shall be done^ God willmg, against . 
Christmas. And there is no doubt^ whensoeyer the time shall oome/ 
she shall enjoy her aeeustomed pkee." 

The. following letter is the first that Anna Basset wrote to her 
mother from EngUpidy where she had tiien resided six months. 



Right Honourable and my most ecipeeial good lady 
and mother, 

In my humblest wise I have me lowly commended 
mito my especial good lord and father, and unto your 
ladyship, according unto my natural and bounden 
du.ty, desiring your daily blessing, which is mora 
comfort unto me than all worldly treasure ; beseech*- 
ing your ladyship not to conceive any ingratitude 
toward me, that I, according unto my duty^ have not 
written unto you since my coming into England. For 
surely, where your ladyship doth think that I can 
write English, in very deed I cannot, but that little 
that I can write Is French ; and to cause any other to 
write for me unto your ladyship in English I know 
not whom I may trust to open my mind unto. Your 
ladyship I trust will even so accept it, and not to 
impute me to be thereby disobedient or remiss and 
negligent ; but if your ladyship will pardon me this, 
I trust hereafter you shall find no like fault in me, 
* That is, when a new queen arrives. 
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I have received all things by this bearer^ and touch- 
ing the French partlet^ my hdy of Sussex will in nd 
wise let me part from it ;. beseediing you to he so 
good lady and mother unto me, as to give unto Mrs« 
Griffin hearty thanks for her gentle token andxemem- 
brance, unto whom by this bearer I do send a poor 
token, which I will desire her to take aworth with 
my whole heart ; whereof she shall be well assured 
during my life ; giving her therewith my right entire 
and hearty commendations. And as for Madame -de 
Ryon*" I will not fail, as soon as I may have any leisure, 
to write her a gentle and thankful letter, with some 
like token, for her kind and loving remembrance 
towards me. I have received of Hugh Philkooks all 
things your ladyship sent me, eavmg my je&ome^ the 
which I beseech your ladyship to send me with the 
first, and also a frontlet, for James had the frontlets 
of black velvet your ladyship sent me, and said your 
hdyship would send me another with the first* And 
if your ladyship would be so good lady unto me as to 
send me an edge of pearl and a tablet to wear, I 
were much bounden unto your ladyship, for I have 
never a tablet to wear. My lord and my lady of 
Sussex hath them heartily commended unto you, and 
I find them both very good unto me, and my said 
lady tarrieth but for hcnr good hour, which I beseech 
Jesu to send her, to her ladyshipVcomfort and isqoice* 
ment of her friends. 

» Her former gOYornefls at Pont de Remy. 
*» So in MS., bnt it is probably a eoimption of ehaptnmf a small 
French hood. 
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My cousin Jane Arundel and my cousin Staynings,* 
Mr* Oxenberg,and all other gentlewomen here hath 
them wholly commended unto your ladyship^ I sent 
your ladyship, by Corbett and M» London, two tokens. 
And I knowledge myself not a little bounden unto 
your ladyship that it hath pleased ^e same to be bo 
good lady and 'mother unto me as to so see me set 
forward, to your great cost and charge (which I do 
well consider) for my preferment in time coming ; for 
the which it lieth not ia me to deserve any part 
thereof toward your ladyship, unless it be with my 
poor prayer, and in so using and ordering of myself 
that it shall be unto your comfort hereafter and 
rejoicement of my friends ;. so tliat I have good hope 
your ladyship shall think the same right well bestowed 
and employed upon me». And thus I rest, putting me 
wholly unto your ladyship's hands, humbly desiring 
the same to continue good lady and mother unto me. 
. My lord of Sussex findeth no fault with the wine 
you sent him, but only that the same is small : for I 
perceive my lord loveth great and mighty wines, as 
well Gascon as French.** And, after my most loving 
recommendations unto my brother and sisters, I make 
an end of this rude libel; beseeching your ladyship 
to take the same in good part and think it not long ; 
for me seemeth I can do no less but open my whole 
mind unto your ladyship, as unto her in whom, next 

» Probably the Elizabeth Staynings, a letter from whom has pre- 
viously been given. 

^ Hnsee records that my lord of Sussex and Mrs. Anne were 
very good friends — a friendship probably promoted by these and 
other presents.— Lisle Papers, vol. ii. art. &1 . 
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Ood^ my only trust dependeth, unto whom I 
n&fet cMM i0 pt%j tnt tl» p nM Wff &li oB of my lord 
and your ladyship long in most joyful lifo to eontiane^ 
lo the pleassre of God and yovr neNit healths aggra- 
ds^n. Ffctn London in haile the 15tb day of 
Sfflick. 

Bf your hdyship'^s mart lofing 
and obedient danghteiy 

Annv Bassft. 

Macfam. After the writing of this I wrote a letter 
irato^ Madame de Kyon, and send the same with a 
pair of Gaerasey rieeves for her, by thiB bearer, the 
whieh I lowly desire year ladyriiip witli the finst t^ 
see eoaveyed unto^ hfet ^ 

To the Right Honourable m; 
wn gnlft T good Uidy and mother, 
tte YmcofBaOem Lode Vgood hAy^ 



LETTER XII. 

Mary Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d, 1538. 

^^■■■■llMMt**'' ' "" ll'l.ffUIll I ill III MIHWi Oiri^Jm«M^«fMft.]i 

%* Tile wcMng alliried to in Ae foHowmg l etlw wm that of 
John Basset, Lady Lisle's eldest son, to Lady Franeea Pimiagenirt^ 
the eldest daughter of Lord Lisle. la a suh8eq,nent letter, dated 
Feb. 15th, Mary expresses her regret that Madame de Bours cannot 
aocompflDj herto Galsaa j Wt says her aoxiely to'seo'Lady Lisle is 
s«eh, thai shewiU come notwithstanding.* 

» Lisle Papers, vol. i.,art. 131. 
VOL. III. C 
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Madam, 

I recommend myself most humbly to my lord's good 
grace and yours. 

Madam^ I have been very glad to receive good 
news from you, for the greatest happiness I can have 
in this world is to receive it very often. From what 
I have understood by the bearer, you will shortly, 
within eight, ten, or twelve days, send to fetch me 
hence, to go to my brother'^s wedding. I entreat you, 
madam, to do me such a favour, and so to arrange it 
with my lord,, that he may let me come with Madame, 
for I should be very sorry to have tp leave Madame^ 
de Bours at alU for she has done me so mucK honour,: 
and showed me so. much friendship, that I shall never 
be able to forget how well situated I am. I have< 
received by the bearer the toilet and shoes that you 
have sent me. I thank you most humbly for them, 
and also for the laced ^ gloves which you sent me by the. 
present bearer. I entreat you, madam, to do me the 
favour to send me something good for a present for 
Madame de Bours' maid, for she does me as much 
service as is possible. I have not yet given her any- 
thing; so it is that she holds herself much indebted 
to you for two ells of worsted which you have sent 
her when I came first into this country, which will be. 
hers. I pray our Creator, madam, to give you a very 
good and long life. 

From Bours, the 28th of January. 

Your very humble and very obedient daughter, 

Mart Basset. 
To Lady Lisle. 

• This word is parUy torn— .... lasers. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Mary Basset to her Sister Philippa Basset. 

[miscellaneous LETTBRS^' third series^ YOL. I. FOL. 77. STATE 

PAPEB OFFICE. Original Freneh,^ 

\*. The incident detailed in the following letter^ of a young lady 
losing a pair of shoes in a game of chance with her waitiog-maid, 
gives an odd notion of the politeate pervading a French seminary. 
There is extant another letter from Mary to her sister Philippa, in 
which she requests her to thank her father^ lord Lisle, for his 
present of a demi-ducat, and to remind him of his promise to give 
her a gown. Lord Lisle seems to have treated his step-daughters 
with much kindly familiarity. 



My good sister and friend, 

I desire much to know good news of you and of my 
other sisters. If wishes availed anything I should be 
an hour with you every day, to teach you to speak 
French. I enjoy myself so much here in this 
country, that I should be very well satisfied, if I 
could only see my lady my mother very often, to 
return no more to England. I send you a green 
velvet purse, and a little pot to my sister Frances, and 
a gospel to my sister Catherine, and a parroquet to 
my lord my father, because he is very fond of birds ; 
I entreat you, sister, to have the goodness to present 
it to him, and tell him to send me something hand- 
some for this Whitsuntide. He has not sent me any- 
thing yet, although I have not forgotten him. There 
is a gentleman here who is called Philip, and for the 
love of your name he sends you a little basket. -I 
had promised him a bow. I pray you to use a mean 
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with my lady to send it him by this bearer. I owe 
a pair of shoes to the maid who attends to my wants, 
which I lost in playm^ agaidst her. I miieh wish that 
my lady my mother would send her them. I have not 
yet made any present to Madame'^s j^mme de chambre, 
I should be very glad to have something to give her. 
Recommending myself well ajid humbly ta 3^ur good 
favour, to the good favour of my sister Frances, and 
to that of my sister Catherine, and to all the maids 
of my lady my mother,. I beg to bareiMMiimendedto 
Janssein. I should be very glad to know whether he 
be cured. I pray our Lord to give you a good 
husband, and very soon. Madame de Bours com- 
mends herself very much to yxmr good £svau£, and 
to my other sisters. 

From Abbeville, the 14tko£ March. 
Youic best sister and fsiend for evei; 

Mmry R^kssirr. 

Mifls FhiUgpa, my/ good sister. 



LETTER XIV. 

Martjl. Basset to Ladyt Lisle. 
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FrencKI 

Madam^. 

I rocommend mifSAlf aoest humbly to thA gj^od 
favour of my lord my father and youcs^ 

Madai%, I aim veary weany of being so long without, 
heariag, good news< fitom; you. I have^ to^oi. v^y glud 
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iiutt MaAme de Bonrs sends to see yon. It waa told 
me at Abbeville that you sent me a letter; but 
the mesBeiiger lost it ; at whabh I was very much 
aaaoDoyed. Madam^ I thanik yon most humbly for that 
which you sent me by John Somit. I am waiting till 
some one repasses through Abbeville, in order that I 
may send you tidings of myself. Madame, I entreat 
you to be so good to me Jis to send a pair of tooth- 
brushes to Madame, and a pair for me; she has 
very little from England ; if you would please to send 
lier somei^iing, I should be very glad. There is 
a gantlemaa, a good friend of mine, who has begged 
a pjor from me, and a pair of shoes. I should 
be very glad to make him a jaresent of them. This 
hearer will teU you who he m. I thiitkiJiat Madame 
de Bours has written to you for some running-dogs 
lor Monsieur d'^Agincourt, and a white leveret for his 
brother. All the letters that I write to you are ever 
only to make requests. I find each time that you 
bear me so much friendship, and do me «o much 
honour, that I wish to be very grateful for the good 
affection which you have for me, which makes me so 
bfild as to petition you. I conclude by flaying our 
Lord, Madam, to give you a very good and long life. 

From Bours this 5th of September. 

Your very humble and very obedioit daughter, 

Mabt Basset. 

Mademoiselle d'A^ncourtcommendsherself humbly 
to your favour. 

To my Lady Lisle. 
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Mary Basset Is recorded to have been a very lovely girl ;' bnt 
the only subsequrat notice we find of her is, that an attempt was made 
t« get her a post in the household of one of the Princesses^ Mary or 
Elizabeth; which failed <> — and that she was with Lady Lisle at Calais 
on the disgrace of Lord Lisle, and shared her mother's imprisonment.^^ 



LETTER XV. 
Hono7',Viscountess Lisle, to Thomas Thirlby. a.d. 1538. 

[FaOM THB OBIOINAL IN THE PRITATE COLLECTION OF &. LEMON, ESQ.] 

•«• The following curious letter was addressed to Thomas 
Thirlby, afterwards' Bishop of Westminster, one of the attendants of 
Stephen 6ardine;r) Bishop of Wiuchester, who, on the 24th of October, 
1535, had passed through Calais on his way to Paris on an embassy 
to the French king,<^ and who returned through Calais about Septem- 
ber, 1538,<> where they partook .of Lady Lisle's bountiful hospitalily. 
Honor prided herself greatly in her skill in the culinary art, a 
department in which eyen titled ladies of the sixteenth century did 
not disdain personally to assist, as well as to superintend. The 
receipt which she here inquires for was probably that of the codiniac 
or marmalade of quinces, a sweetmeat, in the manufacture of which 
she afterwards so greatly excelled, that she frequently sent some of 

' Lisle Papers, vol. xv. 

^ J. Husee to Lady Lisle, Lisle Papers, vol. xii. fol. 84. 

^ Earl of Sussex and Sir John Gage to the Earl of Essex. Calais 
Correspond.; Bundle I., art 84. 

^ A letter from Sir Francis Bryan to Cromwell, dated Lyons, 
Ist August, 1535, mentions that Gardiner, Thirlby, and himself, 
were summoned to return to England. French Correspondence, vol. 
i., Art. 138 ; . and a 8u1;>sequent letter from Wriothesley to Cromwell 
proves that Thirlby aUme attended the bishop on the journey. — Lady 
Lisle's letter must therefore be addressed to him. 

« Turpyn's Calais Chronicle, Harl. MS. 542, fol. 64 b. The 
expenses of the bishop's diet when on this embassy, from Oct. Ist, 
1535, to Sept 28tb, 1538, are in Cotton MS., Vespasian, C. xix. 
fol. 18. 
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it otner as a present toHenry YIII., who was {leased to express his 
royal satisfaction therewith.* 



Right worshipful sir, 

In my most hearty mamier I commend me mito 
you, thanking you for the great pains that you took 
when you were here. I was not so glad for your fair 
passage, but I was as sorry for your departing, and 
that you would t^rry no longer at my desire ; but my 
lord of Winchester and you will do nothing after a 
woman's advice. I thought surely your horses were 
not yet then come. Better it had been your horses 
had tarried for you,' than you had tarried for them. 
I think verily it was because you were weary here, 
your cheer was so evil ; yet you had it with a good 
heart. 

Sir, these shall be to desire you to be so good unto 
your servant and worst scholar as to write unto me 
of the thing that you taught me, how many pounds 
of sugar must go to how many pounds of quinces, 
barberries, and damascenes, or plums. I have clean 
forgotten how many pounds . of the one and of the 
other. Now the time of quinces is come, I would fain 
be doing. It may please you, therefore, to write to 
me of all this, and of anything more that it will please 
you to teach me. And thus I shall ever remain your 

* In vol. xvii. of the Lisle Tapers, which is unfoliated, is a French 
receipt for making jellies of gooseberries, cherries, plums, &c., in 
which thei processes of boiling, straining, clearing, &c. are yery 
minntely detailed. 
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p^r «eiiQiftr, fcsying «ar Lord OTnd jmsLjomt geotie 

heart's desire. 

From Calais, the 1st da,j of October. 

By your ever assured servant, 

HoNOB Lisle. 



LETTEE XVL 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to 'Lord Lide. 
A.D. 1538. 

luaX PAPXttB, FOU I. KCb 54. BXAZS PAPEK QFFICaB. Oni^tUlIJ 



•«• The faUomag BeiM of letteBi witMi tin i 
La4|r Lisle mth lur bimband ^axizig a TJsit wfaieh she pud to 
England in the antumn of 1538, on buBmesB the details of which 
will 'be noticed hereafter. 

Contrary to the general tenor of the letters contained in thnnr 
volnmes^ which are, for the most part, addressed to public characterB^ 
as ministers of state, &c., these epistles unveil *^ the secret charities 
of domestic Hfe," and, dfter a «kiinber i9f more 4ban three eentories, 
their writer mbics hcforeiis, in all the Craahness of active He, dieplajr- 
ing, in her confidential intercourse with her husband, the affectionate 
familiarity of a fond and faithful wife, along wiih the peculiar energy 
by wUch her cJharacter was seetraagly marhed. 



Mine own sweet heart, 

This shall be to advertise you that I have had a 
goodly and fair passage ; but it was somewhat slow, 
and long ere I landed ; for this night, at ten of the 
dock, I arrived. I thank God I was but onoe sidk in 
all the way ; and after that I was merry and well, and 
should have been much merrier if I had been eoiakig 
towards you, or if you had been with me. Your ab- 
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fleBce woA' lay depasimpe nudKrfli keai^ *; hHbq for that 
I detparted tkt the stair at vGaiaiB «o lustily^ without 
takiztg my leave of yen aooespdiiigljr, madfe me i^ery 
Boxry :; but I lussiive you, my lorA, that I Hioiigfat you 
had 'been in the best, and 'wonM have bronglit me to 
the ekap^ bb ycm caid you woidd do. 

Thk letter I began Tertemn^t .at enpper time, 
intending to ha^^«eat it to 7011 by John Nde ; and 
beeanse it was inthe night late, they looked not far 
me, so that thospe wae no provision here veady for 
me 4 but, vhfle 1;he supper ^was in dressiiig, i tdld to 
John Nele, Maries, John SmiUi, and Lamb, ^om I 
had at Clipper, merry taHes; tmd ihen John Nele 
promised me to come again in the morning for a 
token and letter to your lordship ; but, contrary to 
ins promise, be "went his ^^ay %t Uiree of the dock in 
the morning, giving me no warning thereof, which, 
I assure you, have not made Tne a Bfctle sorry, for 
that i fear you should conceive any TmkrndnesB or 
(fispleasure towards me, thinking me so negligeztt 
iiiat I YfOjAd not wnte to you. The 'counsel and 
company of John Nele did me much ease, tind caused 
us to come to land much sooner than we should have 
done ; but he did me not so much pleasure that way, 
but he have done me much more displeasure by this 
means. I beseech youf lordship to be good lord to 
Adbeton, the gunner; for I assnre you he is an 
honest man, and I think he loveth your Igrdshijp as 
well as any man in Calais. Lamb had a very evil 
chance, .and xaa Jus jihjp i^gainst the pier^ I think 
John Kele have libvwed yoa tbsneff ; 4)ift i was o«rt; 

. c 2 
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of the ship ere that time. The said Lamb will take 
no money of me for passage, not for the ship ; but he 
have taken of me two crowns for himiself, which I 
gave him for the passage. He saith, you shall agree 
with his owner. I gave him the two crowns because 
he had loss by the breaking of his bowsprit and fore 
part of his ship. And thus, good sweet heiEurt, Ibid 
you most heartily farewell ; praying to Almighty God 
to send me good speed in my suit, that I may have 
a short end, and return to you shortly again ; for I 
shall think every hour ten till I be with' you again. 
From Dover, the 7th day of November. 
By her that is both your and her own, 

HoNOB Lisle. 

I pray you shew Mistress Minshaw that William, 
her son, was not sick in all the way. . 

Husee is not yet come. I intend to ride to Sit- 
tingboume this night, if I may. Howbeit it was very 
late ere I went to bed this night, and the morning 
boisterous and windy, which causeth it to be late ere 
I do take my journey. 



LETTER XVIL 

Horwr^ Viscountess Lisk, to Lord Lisle. A.n. 1538. 

[lisle papebs, yol. I. NO. 67, STATE PAPEB OFFICE. OriffinalJ] 

*«* The estate of Painswick referred to in the foUowiiig and 
several other letters, was part of the property possessed by Lord 
Lisle, in right of his first wife Lady £li2aheth Gxey, aliat Dudley. 
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By an indenture entered into with her son and heir, Sir John Dadley, 
he was permitted to enjoy it daring the life of his second wife, to whom 
he assigned it as her jointure, and after her death, l,OO0Z. having heen 
paid but of it for the marriage portions of his daughters, it was to 
revert to Sir John Dudley.* In a thoughtless honr, however, Lord 
Lisle had made a sort of half promise to Cromwell to grant him 
Painswick ; and the grasping minister pertinaciously resisted' his 
attempts to draw hack. ' On the 5th of November this year Lord 
Lisle wrote to him,i> explaining that he had forgotten that the land 
formed his wife's jointure, sending him a copy of the indentures with 
Sir John Dudley,' and expressing the regret he should feel, were 
anything to occur to deprive his wife of the profit she should receive 
by him — but referring Cromwell to her to make ** some reasonable 
order" with her, on which he doubted not she would confirm the 
grant. 



My own good lord, 

This shall be to advertise you, that this day, com- 
ing into Canterbury, Husee did meet with me ; who 
sheweth me that my lord privy seal is fully bent and 
determined to have Painswick ; and he saith that, at 
your being at Canterbury, you did not only make 
him promise thereof, but' also fully promised to get 
him my • good will therein. My lord, what may 
I now do herein ! your promise every way considered : 
I might as well have tarried at home but for this 
matter, as you shall perceive by George Rollers letter, 
which I send you inclosed in Huseo*s letter. I pray 
God I lose no more. Also, Husee sheweth me, that 
I cannot lie at Sir Christopher Morris' "^ house, but I 

• Lord Lisle to Husee.— Miscel. Letters, 3rd series, vol. liL 
foL 104. 

^ Ibid. 2nd series, vol. xxiv. fol. 369. 

c Probably the same person preyiously alluded to as a step-son of 
Sir John Basset by one of his former wiyes. See page 76, note b, 
vol. ii; he was one of the masters of the ordnance. 
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Buut £• «i tiie house ^rfneh iie firet pnnrided fiir i 
Wliat thia matter meanelSi I cannot telL 

Mine own isweet beartt, this journey will be v^y 
costly to me, fiir it have eost me 40 crowns ah^eady, 
and jet Iliaye not paid for all my charges here. 
Howbeit 24 of them were gcme ore I came from 
Calais. I pray Ood send ine an end shortly, for I 
think the time very long tlD I see you again. And 
thus mi&e own dear beari I bid you farewell. 

From CanteAury, flie 7th day of November, 
By her that is both yours and hers, 

Honor Lisle. 

To mine own good lord^ the 
Visconnt lisle^ Deputy-General x 

of the King's town of Calais, 
and mareiieB irif the asBOte. 



laiieply -to Ite foegoiiq^ Lwd IMe told lu infa 1 
about PainiivicknBafl not itii absolute one, bat that he only said he 
would use his influence with her— and that, as to the costliness of her 
jtmrney, he had foz«seen 'Chat^ but, since she knew Ids means, he 
tmsled flotiicfy to^«r discpetioi^aBd libat Mnaoeirar juui haasi^iiBll 
supfljr her with monejr.* 



• lisle Papenbifd.iJwL 5^ da«e.K9i«itar lMi-*A Ivmer Irttar 
dated November 8th from him. i% her is in the same vokime^ 
art. 25. 
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LETTER XVIIL ' 

HonoTi Viscountess Lisle) to Lord Lisle, 
A.D. 1538. 

lUfiLB PAPERS, TOI.. I. mA 62. SX4XB PinS OEFICB. Oq^AO^.] 

CiDod mine oTm, 

E<veii with whole heart md mind I have mevost 
heaitily cooaanexided unto you, and am not a fittle 
sorry that Jobn Nde departed yesterday without my 
letters, which I trust ere this time are come onto 
your hands ; and this dkafl be aidiwrtiGiii^ ycm tiiat I 
have .i^Mikeii "with Husee, who met with me here at 
Canterbury, who sheweth me that Sir Christopher 
Morris hath no room in his house for me, by reason 
that Mr. Long of the Privj Chamber lieth sick there, 
and also Mr. Tyrwitt; for the which, as Husee 
reporteth, the said Sk Obxi&topher is not a little 
aggrieved.^ So that now I must take patience with 
ihe othe^ lodging which is prepared for me at one 
Archer'^s house, against Sir Brian Tuke's in Loth- 
bury. Here are no news to be written but such as 1 
doubt not are aheady come to Calais, and at my 
coming to London I shall from time to time certify 
you how I shall prosper and proceed in aH my affairs 
and doings, wherein I trust you gihall not find me 
slack, but shall well know me to use such dffigenee as 
<me should do, whose whole haartiuad mmd will never 
te settkdnor staUnhed tffl ikmh&dybe retmrBed unto 



present Lisle BifecB, ^mUm. Id. S6, 
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you. And thus, mine own good lord, with full heart 
and confidence shortly to return again, I bid you 
most heartily farewell. From Canterbury this the 
8th day of November. 

Good my lord, I do now remember the words the 
king^s majesty spake unto you at your last being 
here ; trusting when you shall hear of these, you will 
utter them. .to no creature, nor also be miacontent 
that I. write .you. this. my poor advice ; for good my 
lord, you know Calais people are not all one man's 
children. ^ 

By her that is more than all your own, 

HONOB LiSLB. 
To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XIX. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lide^ to Lord Lisle. . 
A.D. 1538.. 

[lisle PAFEBS, TOL. I. NO. 55. STATE PAPER OFFICE. On^tHO/.] 

Mine own sweet heart, 

Even with whole heart and mind I have me 
commended unto you, and so. signifying you that I 
arrived here* the 9th day of this month, being 
Saturday last past,^ and upon Sunday I sent to 

\ * In London. 

^ During the period ihat Cromwell was lord Privy Seal, the 9tli of 
November' occurred but once on a Saturday, and that was in 1538, 
This is decisiye, as to the date^of lady. Lisle's visit. to England, ooo- 
firmed as it is by o^er internal evidence, as the mention of the 
earl of Bridgewater, who was created in July, 1538, and of Sir John 
lUisseU, who became Lord Russell in March, 1539. -• 
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know whether I might, that day, speak with my 
lord privy seal ot no ; so that I had answer that 
it might in no wise that day be* And upon Monday 
following, in the morning, I spake with my Lord, 
whom I found very good lord unto me, and to my 
son, his servant, and so he then willed me to sue 
unto the king'^s grace, as well fortius my suit as your 
annuity. So that, following his counsel, I sent unto 
Sir John Russell, which is our very friend, to know 
what time I might best find to attend upon his 
grace, and he sent me word that there was no 
remedy but that I must take pain to come to 
Hampton Court, and there I should not fail but 
have time with his grace to open my suit unto him ; 
so that I wai^ then half unquieted the Tuesday all 
day; yet would I not thus leave, but sent again 
unto Mr. Russell, who,^ on the Wednesday, in the 
morning, sent me word that I should come to the 
Court, to his chamber, at four of the clock at after- 
noon, and then he would find means that I should 
speak with his grace. And ,so I followed his counsel, 
and came to the Court, at the hour limited ; and at 
my coming I was had and conveyed unto a lodging 
which was prepared for me, and other lodgings for 
my lord and lady of Suffolk, the earls of Sussex and 
Hertford, and their ladies, which was appointed 
unknown unto me. Whereas I lay all that night, 
and the others, lords and ladies before-mentioned ; 
so that we were highly feasted at supper, and after 
banquetted, and this day dined ; and after dinner 
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im grace tbem^ ua jbXL the ^ommodhofis of his 
tpalaoe, so that it was night eve we oame from 
thenoe. And in this memo, time I moved hn ^raoe, 
and gave hie hi^meM thadks for the great goodness 
he had shewed unto us amd my son;* so that, 
after much communieatioa^ his grace was Tory good 
and gracious lord unto you, my lord,ine> and my 
son^ and willed me to resort again unto my lord 
privy seal ; which I intend to do this next moniing, 
and incontment thereupon, to send one of my 
folks over unto you, by whom I shall write nnto ycoi 
all things at large with more leisure. 

As touidiing Painswiok, ,1 never iieard yat of it 
since my coming; what I duJl do hereafter God 
knoweth, who send you mine owa good lord sm well 
to fare as myself^ and me shortly wlnere my jfaeart 
already is. From Landon^ the 14th day of No- 
vember. 

By h^ that as moreyouis than her own. 

MoNoit Lisle. 



Robert Warner, a servant of the £aa:l of Suflaex, wniiBg io l4ord 
Fitzwalter, thus details the fSte here mentioned^^ after recording the 
tfaeaUh of lihe Idng, who *<* thanked be God was neyer merrier. And 
the Wednesday befove^^ he made a banqaet to certain lordsaad ladies, 
which was — first the duke of Suffidk, and my lady liis imE^iny idrd, 
my master, and my lady (earl and countess of Sussex), the earl of 

• John Basset. 

b Ellis' Letters, first series, yol.il p. 96. 
« «.«., before Skiesday, NoTember 19th, that Is l^oyen£berl3th 
ihe gmaciae .date haae .gnren. 
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HeztfflBd, sad baa wi£% juod jBf My Xiela^ wiih other maidB which 
were the ^meen's women, and there they ky all night in the court, and 
&dr cliambers goi^eonsly drest, and every one had haitqnetB in thdr 
dunftber% jond iihe kingls.aeramts to wnt upon them ; «ad the sesEt 
day they tansied iheir jdkmieai^ And after the king shewed them aU the 
pleaaure of his house which dttred (lasted) till it was four of the clock, 
and •Qken they departed and went their way.^ 



LETTER XX. 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[jaSLB PAHOS, YQL. I. MSu •%&. SX43S PAFIBS OF7IGB. Oft^oi.] 

•«« The ground of the dispirte between LaSy I^e and the Earls 
flf DuWig g wrt e r mui Hvtioird, alloied to in Hifae iOlowiDg andflevnml 
other lettfiTB, mi^ he thus briefly detailed. In 1504, Sir John Basset 
entered into an agreement with Giles Lord Baubeney, by which, in 
gcaifilnde-far eertam ffffvnn reoeti«d from Hhat nobleman, he 
settled esleBfiipe lands en Heaxit, his jnn and heir, who was affianced 
atihejsame time to oiie4>f his own daughters, Anne or Thomasine, 
with the proviso, however, fhat, cOiould the marriage not take place, 
the lands were to zeuuun to the heim male of Lood Dsiibeiiey, «n 
failuEB «f wham they wene to xevest to Bir John Basset's heixs.^ 
Now Henry, Earl of Bridgewater, Lord Daubeney's only son, had no 
dnldren ; but, wnhing to reap aU ^osmble advantage from the 
barsain, he had, flootwry to the deed of cettlement, aJienated part 
of the lands to the Earl of Hertford,^ a proceeding, of course, highly 
resented by the Bassets, and to frustrate which Lady Lisle exerted 
stremoiiB efforts. 



Mine oim eweet goo4 lord, 

Eyen 'mfli whcAe heart and mind, I have me most 
heartily comrnended unto you. And yesterday I 
^pnrote you %y George Bpowb, of the ^wardrobe, how 

» Qose roll, 22 Heniy^VIII., memb. S, et a»q. in dorse, date, 
Dec llih, 20 Henry VII. 
» Ibid., 30 Hanxy VIII., |l 2, sunft. 21, an 4arsa. 
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the king^s highness entertained me, yet forgot* I to 
write you, that his grace at the banquet wished you 
there ; and I answered bis highness, that you would, 
with all your heart, have been tfaere^ and that not- 
withstanding your absence it shall not be a little 
comfort to you to hear that his grace had you in 
remembrance. I assure you, my lord, his highness 
asked heartily for you, and wished, you as heartily to 
have been at this banquet, which was the best that 
ever I was at, and was partly made for me. For at 
my coming to the court, I thought not upon it till 
Mr.^Grenway, the gentleman usher, met me with a 
wherry, and caused me to land at the privy-stairs, 
where Mr. Henneage received me, and so conveyed 
me to my chamber appointed, and there Mr. Comp- 
troller met me, where was a rich bed furnished, and 
nothing lacking for me nor my folks ; where I also 
found his grace most singular, lord unto me in my 
suits; for that both the lords^ are commanded no 
further to meddle with any part of my son^s inherit- 
ance. And this day I thought to have spoken with 
my lord privy seal, but his lordship hath deferred it 
till to-morrow, and sent tne word by Husee that I 
should be with him to-morrow by six of the clock, 
which I will not fail, and then to break unto him, 
amongst other matters, for the parks and lands in 
Devonshire, whereof I have received your letters this 
day by Bircham ; and with mine own servant, which 
I will send incontinent after I have spoken with my 
lord privy seal, I will make you answer, particularly, 

« The Earls of Bridgewater and Hertford. 
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to all the refit of your affairs. And this day hatk 
Mr. Pollard been with me, whom I find very good 
unto me, who hath partly broken unto me concerning 
Painswick, to whom I made such answer, that I 
trusted so to use me to my lord that he should have 
no cause to say that I have been ingrate, trusting 
farther that my lord would see me no loser. 

I have in hope to dispatch my business ere it be 
long; for fain would I be with you, notwithstanding 
you promised me that after my departing you would 
dine at ten of the clock every day, and keep little 
company, because you would mourn for mine absence ; 
but, I warrant you, I know what rule you keep and 
company well enough since my departing, and what 
thought you take for me, whereof you shall hear at 
my coming home. But now to conclude. How the 
king handled me, and how I was used, although I 
have written you part, I refer the relation of the rest 
till mine own coming home. And thus desiring to be 
heartily reconunended unto my lord comptroller,* my 
nephew Grenville, and his wife, and to all others as 
shall please you, most heartily I bid you farewell. 

From London, the 15th of November, by her that 
is more yours than her own, which had much rather 
die with you there, than live here. 

Honor Lisle. 



My recommendations may not be forgotten unto 
Mr. Biookewood and Mr. Fowler, Mr. Skrjrven, Mr. 
Snowden, and others, at your pleasure. I pray you 
> Lord Edmimd Howard. 
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anake ao man privy to my lettor ; ior ttUs ig^nacrel I 
snake jou k but my i&QtaBy. 

To mixie own good lord. 



In repljrto'lhe Imlf-playfdl, lialf^tulMitTemo nBti ' ancB B'of faia wife, 
Lord Idflle thns wEiteB>^ 

<'And whoie yon 'write ^thdtl liaye partly l>rok0n promise to yon, 
that I wDoid be at dinner erery <dagr by iten .of rte (clo^, I 'lifcTel)een 
so feasted by the wydwards of thisjfcoewi;, at^Ic. Nifsholas^* with .the 
mayor, Mr. Wingfield, that I cannot mourn by day ; but in the night, 
iHSwear (by) God I Bkep not an 'hour together for kdkof yon."^^ 

In a previous letter he had assured lier, that on account of lier 
absanoe hemmeie slept .after iwo-o'Ndodkiin Ihe^noKiiing.; emni^ i 
all conscience^ to haire satisfifid a j»asonable ;woman J 



LETTER XXI. 

Jane^ Lady Clinton^ to Lady Lisle, aj). i^S. 

[lisle papebs, tol. X. NO. 115. STATE BAFBB OFFiOE. "Ortginti^:} 



the same which is alluded to by Lord Lisle in the preceding extract 
from his Jfitter, as compelling, him to boraok Ihe JOWtriiDoiiiall inmidate 
of jdini])g at iO o'clock, and not froftnentiogisompai^ 



Right Honourable and mine espedal good lady, 

Afber aU due recommendations, I most heartily 
commend me to your good ladyship. And this shall 
be to advertise you the 16th day of November, I 
received % t5ramp-ring of gold by Mistress SaTifield, 

^ Sir Nicholas Clinton. 

^ Lisle Papers, toL i. laL 6, li|i«fimber iSOtti. 
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and the next day after I receiyod by SotUih, a soldier 
of CalaoS) aring^-with a. stone; Also, the- 19th daiy 
of this month, I received a letter from your lady- 
ship, by a servant of. my daughter^s^ Wherefore I 
heartily thank your good ladyship tiiart it hath 
pleased you to remember me, being so poor a woman. 

Madam, on Tuesday, the 18th » day o£ this month, 
here dined with us my lord and ali the Council ;^ at 
which Mr. Wingfield and I desired greatly to have 
had your ladyship, if it so might have been ; but in 
your absence you were drank unto of my lord and of 
all your good lovers, and of a great sort, all out ; ^ 
and my lord said that he thought the time long of 
your absence,, and would for no good that you should 
lack him so long again, if it might otherwise be ; 
which was to me great comfort to hear. 

Madam, Ma«ter Wingfield hath him heartily com* 

mended unto your ladyship, as he that would gladly 

have you. here again. Madam, my daughter and her 

hnsband hath them moet humbly recommended unto 

your good ladyship, and so hath Master Hall and 

Mistress Hall also, and Mistcesfr Sayle ; Ae will be 

your work-woman now your silk is come home. 

Madam, I am sorry that my son can so. little good 

that he hath not se^i year ladyships sinee yoiiD being 

at London; for it is a token that he hath little love to 

me. Methink he should have been desirous to have 

■ This is a mistake. In 1538 Tuesday was the 1 9th. 
*• LardrluBle and* the ComiDil of. Calais aUnded to hy Lislflj vdi i. 
No. 6, 20th Nov. 
c They dasuiedwtlieifi <ni]2a in hes honoui?* 
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seen your ladyship, an it had been biit to have 

heard from you. And thiis the Holy Trinity be 

with you. 

Written in haste the 19th day of November, 

By your assured to her little power, 

Jane Clinton. 

'To the Right Honourable and 
my very good Lady my Lady 
Honor ViscounteBs Lisle, these be 
presented. 



LETTER XXII. 

Honor ^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, 
A.D. 1538. 

[lisle papers, vol. I. NO. 60. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,'] 

•«• The annuity alluded to in the following letter was the 
gOTemment salary granted to Lord Lisle as deputy of Calais. On 
the 16th of NoTember, Lord CromweU had promised her ladyship to 
do his best to obtain 400Z. for him, as she wished *,but he afterwards 
changed his mind, and objected that it was too large a sum to be 
taken from the royal exchequer at once ! It is curious to trace in 
the details of the following letters the extensive influence of Crom- 
well, which was such that even the titled suppliants, who were 
admitted to familiar intercourse with royalty, scarcely dared to make 
known their requests to the king, for fear of displeasing the all- 
powerful minister. 



Mine own sweet heart, 
Even with whole heart and mind I have me most 

■ Lady to Lord Lisle, vol. i art. 56^ date Not. 16th. 
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entirely onto you recommended^ not a little desirous 
to be with you; Howbeit my chance hath been such 
to come in such time as serveth full ill for my purpose. 
Howbeit I must be and am contented, and abide the 
time, referring all mine affairs only unto God in whom 
I trust. 

And this is signifying you that I have been 
with my lord prince, whose Ufe I pray God long" to 
prosper and continue ; for his grace is the goodliest 
babe that ever I set mine eye upon. I pray God 
make him an qM man, for I think I should never be 
weary of looking on him. Whereas I saw also my 
lady Mary and my lady Elizabeth ; my lady Mary's 
grace heartily asking how you did, and even so desiring 
to be unto you recommended. I would not for no 
good but that I had been there, for it was the king's' 
pleasure I should so do. Howbeit it was costly unto 
me ; for there is none cometh there but they give 
great- rewa[rds. 

And touching my lord privy seal, he hath made 
plain answer that your annuity shall be no more but' 
200Z., yet will I not let to do my best, notwithstanding 
I dare not speak to the king for his displeasure. As 
for Painswick, I am yet at no determinate point ; - 
howbeit Mr. Pollard hath been in hand with me, and 
SLB far. as I can perceive he doth think to have the 
1000/. Released, for the pleasures he hath done 
already to you and me, and specially now last con- 
cerning my son'^s inheritance. I shall be glad to 
accomplish my lord's mind, so that nor you, my good 
lord, nor I be no losers, which I trust, of his honour, 
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he win not desire. ' Yov may he asBizred I wil make 
as maelt baste as I esn, that I were rid heRce, lor I 
long not a Sttle to he wkli yon. I IiaTe reeerrect of 
tbn bearer yonr smidry loraig letters with the 
partridges' and alae^ the baked meals yen sest 
me along seas, for the which I most entirely tkaak 
yotr. Mr. Cotton, vice-chamberlain to my lord priaee, 
hatk Imn most heartily eonraended mirtc^ yow, and 
saith tiiat al the eooksr are fumiBhed. He i» li^t 
sorry that he eamK>t prefer the cook yeu wrote to^ 
him lor. 

The Ear! of ]%pid|gewater was thas diay with nse at 
dimier,^ wiHh whom I hai muck cooimmHeatioBv and 
if h^ be reasonable I wiR do ray best to- make all swve 
ere I depart ; it not, seeing the king's h^lanflB Intli 
been so good and gracioTRs lovd miifte n»e, aivd atsa my 
lord prify sea), ] wS let h al<me ; trwting is &eA^ 
the king's majesty, and him, that the said earl skaQ 
do me no wrong. Both the king and ny krd pmy 
seal hatb been in hand wiltk hiia.' aoffib tke eart of 
Hertfbrd, 9ni sa i^kes tkenv np for medeffing* in 
that, lAat they both katk promised to meddle* no 
&rther thereis ; so that 1 eair do ho loan to it tknm 
is done^ unless the said earl would be cofftesl to make 
a surrender by fine, or part from the possesms for 
some reasonable portionr of money. Whereift I rikaH 
know his mind withm two or three daysk Hero » 
Mr. Windsor,^ ytimh katk not yet firished hiff aoeevEDt, 



■'■ Hqaea mentioas tbis in a letter to^Lord Lisle of the anne date. 
— Liafe^^ipers, vol. iii. fol. 65. 
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by reason that Acton will yet come to no reckoning. 
He intendeth to make clear with him ere he depart : 
it is sure a hard honest man. 

My lord, I trust you will conceive none unkindness 
that I do not send you money, for as yet I have not 
received it of Mr. Windsor, nor you have not com- 
manded me by any of your letters what I should send 
you. I would gladly have sent you some by this 
bearer, but I fear there are so many casualties and 
dangers by the way. I pray you, good mine own, let 
me know your mind with the first; trusting you will 
take no unkindness for my tarrying ; for surely I lose 
no time, but am up every day three hours before day ; 
and seeing I am here I would finish that I came for 
gladly, ere I depart, so that I might be reasonably 
handled : for surely I shall never be merry till I see 
you. By this bearer I do send you half a doe, which 
my lady Sussex sent me. I have none other goodness 
to send you. If Carey come, although he have put 
you to cost already, I will deliver him 40^?. I have 
put your gown to making, and it shall be sent you 
the next week, and Husee doth send you a cap and 
an under-cap. And thus, good mine own, with heart 
and mind most heartily I bid you once again farewell. 
From London the 23rd of November, 

By her that is more than all yours, 

Honor Lisle. 

Good my lord, let this bearer remain still in your 
chamber till I come home ; and Spyecot goeth hence 
toward Calais within these two days. I do more 

VOL. III. D 
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9eiid you aow aaother halMoe, whtoh my lord 
J>elawarr seat me this daj, and I keep the other 
half that I first sent, becaiue it was not aU of ihe 

sweetest,* 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXIII. 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1588. 

[U9LB PAVEB0, YQU I. VO. 75. STATS P4PBB OFFICS. OH^Ina/.] 

••• The recognizance We ftUaded to, dsted Dec. 6th» ie entered 
on the dose roll of the year. B/ it the Earl of Bridgesater bomd 
himself in a penalty of 10,000/., to cause the Earl of Hertford and 
i^therSy before Ohzistmas-day, to lose all faiterest acquired by sale or 
otiberwve ia the lands dsriaed eondUienaUy to iMsk Danbensgr bjr 
Sir Jehn Basset^ and on CaQure of his heiis^ to leyert to the Baaart 
family. •> 

The pnaent letter is a reply to one from Lord Lisle, of the 24ih of 
Nevsinbery<: ia whidli be aaked for the artidea of ^ssa heie wanjH, 
though^ in the case of the ruby points, Lady Lisle was very liberal* 
-sending six dozen when only two dozen were asked for. She seema 
to ha^a been the keeper of his ^nardrsbe and purse, fm on eae oeea* 
aion be has to aolieit Tery eanMiitiy to be pennitted te haiw a new 
•doublet against Christmas,** and^in the letter now quoted, he renews a 
promise formerly made to husband his revenues well, and give her a 
strict account on her vefeHn ef all that he has espeadcd* althe came 
time consoling her by tha aaanzanoe that he diaU want ae more money 
till her return. 

lifr. WriollMsley, whose prospectiye yisit is mentioned, (afterwarda 

. * Lord LUe, iahia acknowledgment of the yenison, lu^ei hia lady 
will be at home in time to partake of it.— rVol. i. art. 9* 

* Close roB, 30 Hemy Yllt., pt. S, memb. t\ in dorse. 
^ « Lisle Bapers, .id. i aJrt. U. , 

<* Ibid. art. 3^ 
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tiM «9lfi»r«l9d miiMiter; moA Sflrl'of SdvOiinqiM,) wi* then oa n 
xniaBlQii in Fianiers^ negptiating s marmge between Hanry VIII. 
ind lihe Ducliess of MQan, and had sent his commendationB to Lady 
Liai^ aad hoped 4g he at QUaa bt to w CbMmM. 



Mine own good loid. 

Even as ahe thai is all jDim, I liave me wfaoUj 
commended unto you, being not a little deorous to 
se^ you, whioh I hsMre good hope diall be, sbortiy; 
most heartily thankmg yen tar yonr partridges and 
tbo baked hare, whioh I this day receaved from you^ 
with yonr two letters^ And as tooehing my suit for 
my son^s loheritance, I would have had & fine levied) 
and the land surrendered, but my lord privy seal 
would none of it, saying that the Idng'^spleamire should 
be fulfilled, and farther would he not meddle ; and so 
upon that he concluded that the Earl of Bridgewater 
should be bound to my son in 10,000/., to annihilate 
the coyenants betwixt the Earl of Hertford and him, 
and fiffther not ali^ sell, tangle, put away, or dis- 
continue any of my said son^s inheritance. And thus 
is he bound before my lord chancellor and the king^s 
coonoil in reeognisEanoes; so that for this time that 
matter is detomined. 

Farther, I have knowledged before a judge the 
surrender of my right in Painswick and Morton 
Valance, which was my jointure, conditicmally tiiat, 
at such time as the same lands shall be assured to my 
lord privy seal, he shall assure you and me during 
our lives of an annual rent of 120/. by year, going oiit 
of the same, which cannot be done till the next t^nn. 
Howbeit he claimeth the 1,000/. which was your 
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interest after the death of your wives,* as in recom^ 
pense of that which he hath done for us, in our affairs, 
and partly by your promise. So that, as far as I 
can perceive, that is past remedy. It grieveth me ; 
for if it had not been for y$ur displeasure, I would 
never have condescended thereunto. As for your 
annuity, he made me answer that it should be no 
more but 200/. Howbeit, I will speak with the king 
ere I depart, and first with my lord, and after^ as I 
find him good to me, so will I use myself. For if it 
were not for his displeasure, I would move the king^s 
highness in it myself. You may be assured I will 
do what I may^ and rid me as shortly hence as I can, 
for I long not a little to be with you. And for the 
gunner's room, I will be in hand with my lord, as I 
see time : howbeit, I could never speak in a worse 
season. 

Your gown is a-making, and your hosen shall be 
sent you ; and also shirts, and linen hosen, and six 
dozen points^ and venison shall not be forgotten 
against Christmas. I would be sorry but I should 
be there ere Mr. Wriothesley doth return. I pray 
God send Mr. Porter his health, if it be his pleasure, 
though it be not deserved on his behalf toward me. 
I do send you by V emam, packed in a barrel, two 
does. I trust to have more before Christmas. Mr. 
Tuke^ hath him recommended heartily unto you, 

* The sums referred to In the introduction to Letter xvii. to be 
paid to Lord Liale from the Painswick lands for the marriage-portions 
of his daughters, or rather, as afterwards ascertained, for the pay- 
ment of his debts. — J. Foisted to Lord Cromwell, Miscel. Letters, 
'2nd series, vol. xxxiii. foL 365. > 

!» Sir Brian Tuke. 
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• whoin I Eavd found most gentle and loving unto me, 
and: hath made me the best cheer that ever I had in 
my life. ' I pray you, my lord» write him some letter 
of thanks. He gave me this day two green geese^ 
which I wished with you. And thus most heartily I 
bid you fare well and good night, as she that shall 
not think the time short till I be with you. 
From London, the 28th day of November. 
By her that is more than all yours, 

HONOB LiSLB. 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXIV. 
BoTior^ Viscountess lAsle^ to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1538. 

[LULE papers, TOL. I. NO. 52. 8TATB PAPER OFFICE. OH^'lta/.] 

*«• The deficiency of his expected annuity was a source of great 
annoyance to Lord Lisle. He had written to his lady^ expressing 
his regret, and saying that he would consent to a diminution' of 
^100 per annum, if he might hare the priory of Plumpton, in 
Deyonshire, in compensation^ hut was evidently unprepared for the 
flat refusal which Lady Lisle reports in the present letter. 



Mine own sweet heart. 

Even with my ^hole heart root, I have me most 
heartily recommended unto you, and have this 
day received your sundry letters, the contents 
whereof I shall endeavour myself, as much as I may, 
to accomplish, to the. best of my power; yet the 
time is such, by reason of the king^s weighty 
matters, that I could, these eight days, have no 

ji On Novemher 28th. Lisle Papers, toI. i., art. 18. 
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time' io speak with my Lord PriTjr SeaL HowWt; 
I - trust, on Tlinndsy next,^ to have my lord ai 
gome ooDTenient leisure to open and declare nnto 
him my whole mind concerning your sundry afiSurs 
and matters : whom if I find not something oon^ 
formable imto my reasonable requests, I shall not 
fail to open the same at my coming unto the king's 
highness' presence, whom I intend to see as soon 
as I have spoken with my lord Privy Seal; yea, 
and I bad be^i with his grace ere this time, had 
it not been for my said lord's displeasure, which 
I would not gladly have. Howbeit, if I be driven 
to it, I must and will not fail to speak that 
which shall stand with reason ; trusting his grace 
win give me .the hearing and take the saine in 
good part. And how I speed with my lord you 
shall be certified within these three days. 

And where, my lord, you will me to be plain 
with my Lord Privy Seal for year annuity; the 
truth is so have (I) been, but how he handled 
me and. shook me up, I will not now write, nor 
it is not to be written. Howbeit, he made me 
plain answer that your annuity should be no 
more but £200. I trust the king will be hotter 
lord unto you, or else I would be sorry. And 
where you write that you never longed so sore* 
for toe as you now do; I assure you, my good 
heart root, your desire in that behalf can be' no 

- » On the Slst of November^ Lady Lisle wrote to say she could not 
dee C^mweli before Wednesday iiezt, (Becefaiber 4th). Vol. i' 
fol. 68. , , . . 
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vehementer than mine is; for I know that I am 
here at great chitrge, and think* that small profit 
will rise \on^ it> aB faor as I can perceire, wbich 
maketh me not a little hea\y ; for I can neither 
sleep, nor eat, nor drink, that doth me good, my 
heart is so heavy and full of sorrow, whioh I know 
well will never be lightened till I be with you, 
wbioli, I trmt, shall be shortly. For, after I have 
spoken unto the king's majesty, I hope shortly to be 
at a point, whioh is my whole desire. And so, mine 
own sweet heart, even as she that longeth not a 
little to be with you, with all my heart I bid you 
farewell, with long life in health. 
From London, the 3rd day of November.* 
By her that is more than all yours, 

Honor Lxslb. 

My lord, I beseech you keep my letters olose, or 
bum them ; for though I have sorrows, I would no 
creature should be partaker, nor of knowledge with 
me. 

To mine own good lord. ^ 

* Etidently a nuatake lor Beeember. Lady Liale had not 

landed in England on November 3rd. 

^ This letter is sealed with the seal of the viscountess ;— a double 
eiccle, three quarters of an inch in diameter, with the initials H. L. 
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LETTER XXV, 

Honor, Viscotmtess Lisle^ to Lord Lisle, a.b. 1538. 

[lislb papers, vol, I. NO. 70. STATE PAPEB OFFiCB. Original,} 

*«* The present is the last letter of Lady Lisle durmg her short 
absence frpm hoioe, of scarcely a month, in which time she had 
written at least 12 letters to her husband.* Her expressions of 
anxiety to see him again were fully reiterated by him. He dedarea 
that <'no man living would gladlier have his wife*s company than he 
would hers,"'* and that ''never child longed for its nurse as he does 
for her." ^ They were, indeed, proverbial for conjugal affection. Sir 
Francis Brian, writing to Lord Lisle on one occasion, sends com- 
mendations to her ladyship, adding that it will be unnecessary to 
write to her as well as to her lord, because, though they be two 
bodies, they are but one soul. 



Mine own good lord, 

Even after most hearty recommendations, these 
shall signify you that yesterday I was in hand with 
my lord Privy Seal for your annuity, insomuch that 
he made me answer, that I should have full answer 
in that behalf at his coming from the court, which 
shall be on Monday or Tuesday at the farthest ; so 
that I would be loath to depart till I had brought that 
to a final end. Yesterday I went towards the court, 
and was within 3 miles of it, and returned again by 
such chance as I now will not write, for it were too 
tedious. Your gown, hosen^ and points are ready, 

* Nine are given, and two others alluded to here. The remaining 
one, dated London, 2nd November (for December) says, that her 
cousin Lyn of the Staple and Lady Wallop have given her fat capons 
woodcocks, larks, conies, &c. — vol. i. fol. 69. 

*> Lisle Papers, vol. L art. 18. 

« Ibid, art 32. 
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and shall be sent with the first convenient messenger, 
and your shirts and linen hosen shall not be for- 
gotten. And thus as she that desireth nothing but 
io be with you, I bid you, mine own heart root, 
farewell. 

From London, the 8th of December.^ 

She that is more than all yours, 

Honor Lisle. 

On Friday last,^ my Lord of Bridgewater did know- 
ledge the recognizance, and yet my Lord of Hertford 
hath not signed and sealed the releases of such 
interests as he had in the lands in Gloucestershire. 

To mine own good lord. 



LETTER XXVL 

Lady Frcmces Basset to Lady Lisle. A.n. 1538. 

[lisle papebs^ yol. I. NO. 87. STATE PAPER OFFICE, Original^ 

•41* The Lady Frances Plantagenet has before been alluded to as 
the eldest daughter of Lord Lisle by his first wife Lady Elizabeth 
Grey. As she and her two sisters Elizabeth and Bridget were Lord 
Lble's only children, they were of course co-heiresses. The dif- 
ference of rank between these ladies, who were the grandchildren, 
though by illegitimate descent, of Edward IV., and the Bassets, was 
considerable ; and when Lady Lisle projected a marriage between 
her son John and the lady Frances, many doubts were raised as to 
whether the lady would not lose her rank and station by so compa- 
ratively low a marriage. After much communication on the subject, 
howerer, the heralds gave in their opinion that she would lose no 

^ In 1538, the 8th of December was on a Sunday. 
^ December 6th. See introduction to letter xxiii. 

» 2 
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degree therel)^,^ and (be Countess of Wiltshire; Queen Aniye Bolegm's 
ihother,^ having been consulted, as a dernier authority, and ex- 
pressed fr fat^urable opinion, it was liien determined npoul. 

What the narriage terms were, is not known ; btit und«r ihe 
powerful influence of Lady Lisle they were so favourable to the 
young couple, that Sir John Dudley wrote a eei^ous remonstrance to 
his father-in-law, telling him that a marriage for one of his other 
sisters had been broken off from the r^rt that all Lord Lisle*s 
lands were to be given to the Lady Frances.*: The marriage took 
place in th^ spring of 1538.* The .bridal dresses Were ordered in 
England and sent over by John Husee ; but Lady Frances shared the 
evil destiny of many a bride in reference to that all-important point, 
her attire; for, when it arrived, the sleeves were not turned up i^ith 
tinsel, and the kirtle was not of silver as had been ordered, on which 
the unfortunate Husee received a severe reprimand.® The bride- 
groom had not as yet completed his 20th year,' and a few months 
after his marriage^ he returned to EngUnd to resume hia legal stadiea 
at Lincoln's-inn. tc 

■ Husee to Lady Lisle, date June 29. Lisle Papers, yoI. xii. 
fol. 20. 

^ It may be incidentally noted, that in the Howard memorials this 
lady is said to have died in 1512, but one of the Lisle papers, written 
on the 7th of April 1538 (Monday), mentions her death as taking 
place on " Wednesdayllast." Vol. ii. art. 44. This date is con- 
firmed by tiarl. M.S. 897, fol. 78, where she is said to have died at 
the Abbot of Reading's house, London, on Wednesday, April 3rd, 
29 Henry VlII. (153iB). She was buried at Lambeth. 

^ This match was probably that of Thomas, son and heir of Sur 
Francis Lovel. to Lady Elizabeth Plantagenet, of which notices 
occur in the Lisle Papers, voL vii. fol. 113 ; and in Miscellaneous 
Letters, 1st series, vol. vi. fol. 114. She afterwards married Sir 
Francis Jobson, knight 

' ^ Husee to Lady Lisle, date February 23rd. Lisle Papers, vol. ii« 
fol. 41. This letter, taken in conjunction with the present, deter- 
ibines the date of the marriage. Husee speaks of Catherine Basset 
as being in England, where she had not arrived in February 1537 « 
and the present letter shows that Frances was a wife in 1538. 

* * Lisle Papers, vol. ii. fol. 41. 

'■'He Was born October 27th, 1518. Inquisitions post tnorUmf 
Nos. 13, 73, 83, A^ 20 Henry VIII. 

r Husee to La'dy Lisle, date August 16th, 1538. Lisle Papers, 
vol. xii«fol. 71. * ' 
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The two following letters were written to Lady Lisle, faring 
her absence in England. From them it would seem Uiat Lady 
Frances mneerely loTed her huBbaad, and one of her fiaends at 
Calais declared to Lady Lisle, that she would be half ouivd of the 
ague from which she was suffering, if her ladyship would permit 
Mr. Basset to come over and see hers.* 

The aUoatons to embroidevy remind qb of the HeMolean tasks 
in carpet and faraitare work performed in the now happily Sub- 
siding German wool mania. Three centuries ago, however^ when 
intellectual resources were closed for the most part to the female 
sexi snch occupations for lefisore houm were more needful. 



Most honourable aad my singular good lady and 
mother, 

In the moflt humble masuier that I can I recom- 
mend me unto your good ladyshipi desiring you of your 
blessing, as also doth my sister Philippa. It may 
please your ladyship lovingly to be advertised that I 
have received your ladyship's letter of the 16th day 
of this month, whereof most humbly I do thank your 
ladyship ; and, according, to your ladyship'^s pleasure 
and commandment, 1 do send you, by the bearer 
hereof all such things as your ladyship hath written 
for, trusting it shall be safely delivered unto your 
ladyship^s hands. I send you also herein inclosed, 
the key of your ladyship's coffer. 

And as touching my breast, thanked be God^ it is 
somewhat amended ; howbeit, I have had sore pain 
in it since your ladyship's departing. And as for my 
GRster Philippa, the ague holdeth her very sore still.^ 

^ John North to Lady Lisle, date November 22nd, 1538. Lisle 
Papers, yoI. xiii. art. 31. 

^ Lord Lisle, writing on the 2(Hh of November, says, that Philippa 
has taken Jack's medicine and is better, but on the 22nd she still 
had ague-fits every other day. Lisle Papers, vol. i. fbl. 6 ; vol. xiii. 
fol.31. 
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Desiring your ladyship to send word whether your 
ladyship will have the ground in the border of the 
long cushion with the same green that is in it already, 
or else to send some other^ and also to send some 
blue for the inner part of the cushion within. Hum- 
bly beseeching your ladyship, I may be recommended 
to my bedfellow, Mr. Basset, marvelling I hear not 
from him. I do think the time very long till I hear 
from him. And thus most heartily I desire God 
to send your ladyship good speed in your suits, and 
send you shortly home. 

From Calais, the 19th day of November, by 
Your humble loving daughter, 

Frances Basset. 



LETTER XXVII. 

Lady Frances Basset to Lady Lisk. a.d. 1538. 

[lisle PAPESSy VOL. t. NO. 88. STATB PAPER OFFICE. Original,^ 

Kight honourable and my especial good lady and 
mother, 
I commend me most humbly unto your good lady- 
ship. It may please you to be advertised that I have 
received your loving letter by Nicholas Roland, whereof 
most humbly I do thank your ladyship. And as touch- 
ing such things as your ladyship wrote unto me for, by 
your former letter, I did deliver it unto the master of 
Philip Crayer'^s ship, who went the same time to 
London by long seas. And Nicholas hath shewed 
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me that at his coining to London he received of the 
said Philip Crayer's servant the same^ and delivered 
it unto your ladyship, marvelling that your ladyship 
hath not the nightcaps as well as the other ; for I 
delivered everything that your ladyship wrote for, 
unto the said Grayer^s servant. As touching the 
cushions, five of them be made already ; and the other, 
my cushion, should have been made an end of ere 
this time, saving that I lack silk for the filling, for 
the dark green of it. I suppose half an ounce of 
silk will make an end, or somewhat more. Farther- 
more, I have done your ladyship's recommendations 
to my Lady Garnish, who hath her most heartily re- 
commended unto your ladyship iagain, and doth thank 
you that your ladyship doth so well remember her. 
Master Orey he is well amended of his sickness, and 
waxes a goodly child, thanked be God. Thanking 
your ladyship that it hath pleased your ladyship to 
remember me to Master Basset, who hath sent me a 
letter by Nicholas Roland. 

Thanked be God, my sister Philippa (who also 
hath her most humbly recommended unto your lady- 
ship, and she and I both desire you of your daily 
blessing) is well amended ; her ague taketh her not 
so sore as it hath done. And as for my breast, it is 
well amended. Mistress Boys hath her humbly re- 
commended unto your ladyship, and in likewise Mis- 
tress Broke, with all other your friends in Calais, 
and all we would be glad to hear of your coming 
home. Mistress Boys doth thank your ladyship 
most humbly for your token ; and she sendeth unto 
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yoiirladyeliip & ring of gold with a diamond, for a 
token, here inclosed; and I also do send one ring 
with a diamond. And iihas i beseech our Lord to 
send your ladyship good speed in your affairs, and 
shortly home. 

Written at Calais, the 29th day of November. 

My Lady (iarmsh hath sent your ladyship here in- 
closed a ring with a sapphire, fer a token ; and she 
trusteth that when your ladyship cometh home, 
Master Grey i^all meet yon without the gates, with 
his cap in his hand. My sister Philippa sendeth your 
ladyship also our Lady of Boulogne, hereinotosed, for 
a token. Mrs. London sendeth your ladyship a ring 
with a turquoise here inclosed. 

By your loving daughter, 

Fbances Bassbt. 

To tke Bight Honourable «ad 
my singular good lady and 
mother, Viscountess Lisle. 



Of Lady Frances Basset but little remains to Jae reeorded. 
In the spring of 1539 she became the mother of a little girl,* whose 
birth was joyfully hailed by its grandparents, in spite of some little 
disappointment that it waa not i boy. The following year, howeyer, 
she had a son, afterwards Sir Arthur Basset ; but in a few more 
months the premature death of her husband left her a widow. On 
the 21st of January, 1542, an order was issued by the Priyy CoancU 
to Mr. Pollard, of Cahus, to pay certain sums of money, iq^ified bx 
a bill annexed, to Frances Basset, widow J* She was re-married to 
Thomas Monk, Esq., of Potheridge, Devonshire. 

» James Basset to Lady Lide, vol. i. p. 102^ date May 9tlv day 
after Ascension Sunday. 
*> Nicolas' Acts of the Privy Council, vol. vii. p. 295. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Margaret^ Lady^ Coffin^ to l^ord CromwdL a*b. 1533. 

[HISCELLANSOTTS LETEEBS^ , 2nd SKEIES, YOL. Yl^Sa 122. 9XAXB PAP^ft 

OFFICE. Ori^^naL'l 

*«* The excessive timoronsness of Henry YIII. in regard to 
mfectioin £sorders was such, that formal notifications were some- 
times required to be issued to his ministers on the appearance of the 
dreadbd pestilence. Of such a character seems to he the following 
oommmiication, written, doubtless, in 1538, when the ravages of the 
phigne were very destructive in England, Sir William Coffin, 
occupied some inferior post in the eourt of Henry YIII., from whom 
he received a pension of 10/. per annum.* Several notices of him 
occur among the Lisle Papers ^. 

Right honorable and my singular good lord, 

In my most humblest manner, as a poor widow, full 

of heaviness and without comfort for the departing of 

my husband, whose soul Ood pardon, beseeching your 

lordship to be good lord uiiito me, and that it may 

please you to advertise the king^s highness of his 

departiAg, and whereon he died, and as the women 

1;hat laid him forth said, and shewed me, it was the 

great sickness and full of God^s marks over all his 

body« And I most hnmUy beseech his grace to 

be good and. graoiouji lord to me in all my rightful 

causes; for I know not what case I and my servafits 

9tand in, but I remit all .to the mercy of Ood, to 

whoiQ I beseech God s^ad your lordship long life. 

•r-- Written at 8tandon, the <Sth day of December, 

By your beadwoman, 

Mabgarbt Coffin. 
To the Bight Honourable 
my Lord Privy Seal. " 

* Tellers' Accounts, 26 Henry VIII., Michaelmas. Rolls-hoase. 
•» Vol.ii,«rt.lOftw ' ' 



64 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

LETTER XXIX. 
Mrs. Arme Owen to Lord Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1638. 

[miscellaneous USTTEBS, 2nd SEKIES, vol. XXJ;. no. 53. STATE PAPEft 

OPPiCB. OriyinaL] 

•«• The following letter is given to show the rigid economy and 
even penuriousness which regulated the household arrangements of 
Lord Cromwell ; so that even the board of his pages and the yoong 
companions of his son was matter of bargaining, bet ween him and 
their parents, and when bestowed, given grudgingly. Another letter 
from BArs. Owen, of a later date, precedes this in the same volnme. 
It is written in a similar strain, entreating that the twenty marka 
a year which she paid with her child might be appropriated to hia 
use, as was the case with other gentlemen. This lady seems to have 
been the widow of William Owen, of the Middle Temple, who also 
wrote several letters to CromwelL* 



Right honourable and my special good lord, 

In my most humble wise I recommend me unto 
your good lordship, glad to hear of your good pro- 
sperity and welfare, which I pray God long to con- 
tinue to your most heart's desire. You have so 
bounden me as your daily beadwoman and servant, 
both I and my poor husband, to the uttermost of our 
powers to be at your commandment ; and under like 
manner, most humbly thanking your good lordship 
for your great goodness shewed to my child and your 
little servant, John Owen, beseeching your lordship 
of your most favourable continuance of the same. 

Pleaseth your lordship to call unto your remem- 
brance how good you promised to be to me at the 
making of the award between the executors of my 
late husband and me, which was, that I should have 
paid unto me half-yearly, at Michaelmas and our 
* They precede those of Mrs. Owen in the same Tolume. 
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Lady Day, twenty marks a payment, in recompense 
of the small thing that was awarded me, during 
the young age of my child, and that you would give 
him his keeping. And thereupon I was agreed, 
contrary to my own heart, seeing I could get no 
better friendship. My lord, I beseech you to perceive 
and know I have not put you to so far charge in 
keeping of my son ; for his apparel, with all other 
expenses, hath hitherto been at my cost, save his 
meat and drink only, which, notwithstanding, shall 
be at your lordship's pleasure to take for the same, 
trusting that I shall have the rest, seeing you pro- 
mised me the whole to comfort me with. By my 
faith and truth, I never saved penny by it hitherto. 
Nevertheless, it was my hearty comfort to know that 
my child did not lack ; for if he should have been 
in other keeping than yours, my heart should ever 
have been fearful of him. Beseeching your pleasure 
again herein, and to know your pleasure farther 
whether my child shall tarry longer in the company 
of Mr. Gregory, for as I hear they be not now 
together. And if it might please your lordship I 
would be very glad to see him. And thus the Holy 
Ghost preserve you with long life in prosperous 
health.—J'rom Dychling*, the Tuesday after St. 

Hillary's Day. 

By your beadwoman, 

Anne Owen. 
To the Right Honourable and 
her singular good lord the 
Lord Cromwell, Lord of the 
Privy Seal. 

* In Sussex. 
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. LETTEJl XXX. 

Syb^l Pentie^ nurse to Prince Bdwardy td Lard CrotmoeBi 
A.D. rers. 1588. 

[MlfiCBLLANBOUB LBTTBRS, 2ND SfiBISS. TOk -XX-XU, HO. 230. STATS 

PAPER oFFicB. Original.} 

*«* Sybyl Penne was the dry nurse of Prince Edward, appointed 
to attend him in October, 1558, when he was old enough to dispense 
with the serviees of bib fostexvncine, motiiw Jackson. H«r ntnft- 
tilon was procured through the influence of Cromwell, and the 
mediation of her sister^s husband, William Sidneys who wrote elabo- 
rate letters on the subject, magnifying al9i:e the importanoe of like 
office, the wonderful goodness of the king in bestowing it, and 
the suitableness of his sister-in-law for the discharge of its duties.* 
Another letter from Sybyl Penne, in the same volume as the present,^ 
soficits the lease for herself of a monastery in Berkshire. 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

My duty remembered, I humbly commend me unto 
your lordships thanking you of your great and 
manifold kindness shewed towards me at all times, 
the which I am not able to requite you again. And 
at this time I heartily desire your lordship to be 
gracious lord unto Griffith Kichards, my brother-in- 
law, the bearer hereof, which laboureth to be in ser- 
vice with our young lord and master the prince's 
grace; and I doubt not, God willing, but that he 
shall obtain his grace's service, if your lordship's 
favour to him in the same be shewed. May it there- 
fore please your honour to have the said bearer in 
remembrance, and to prefer him unto the said service, 
so soon as your lordship shall see time opportune and 

» Miscel. Letters, vol. xli. foF. 776. ^ Ibid. fol. 229. 
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expedieiit for the same. And thus I oommit ymt 
honourable lordship unto the tuition of God, unto 
whom dailyt as. I. am bound, and the sMd Griffith 
shall prajr for your honourable estate in all honour 
and health long to persevere to his pleasure. 

At your lordship's commandment 
to her simple power, 

Sybil Penne, 
Norrice to the prince's grace. 

*So itie Kigbt Honourable and my 
singiilar good lord the Lord 
Cromwelly Lord Privy Seal, 
give this. 



LETTER XXXI. 

Margaret^ Lady Btyan, to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1538. 

[XUdUiJUOVS LKXZBM, Igl SBUBS. YOU XIL NO. 142. 8ZATE 

PAFER oFFiCB. Hoioffraph,} 

««• The following curious letter was evidently written in reply to 
a mandate for the state exhibition of the infant Prince Edward 
before some lordly visitor at his nursery palace of Havering. It is 
probable that this visitor was the Lord Chancellor Audeley, who wes^ 
to Beejthe prince at Havering, on the 8th of September, 1537^ and^ 
m a letter to Cromwell, after niany thanks for permission ^ to visit 
and see my lord prince's grace,'' gives the following deseriptioa of 
the royal infant :•— 

^ And I assure your lordship I never saw so goodly a child of his 
age — BO merryy so pleasant, so good and loving countenance, and so 
earnest an eye, as U were a sage judgment towards any person that 
repaireth to his grace ; and as . it seemeth to me^ thanks be to our 
Lord, his grace increaseth well in the air that he is in, and albeit, »> 
little his grace's flesh decayeth, yet he shooteth out in, length, and 
waxeth firm and stiff, and can steadfastly stand, axid would advance 
himself to move and go, if they would suffer him, but as me seemetb' 
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4liey do yet best, considering liis grace is yet tender, that he shonld 
not strain himself, as his own courage would serve him, till he come 
above a year of age.' 

Lady Margaret Bryan, the lady mistress of Prince Edward, had 
previously performed the same office for his two sisters. A curions 
letter from her about the infant Princess Elizabeth has been printed 
by Sir Henry Ellis,^ and also by Miss Strickland in her liife of Eliza- 
beth.<: She received from the king a pension of 25/. a year, granted 
her on July 7th, 1519.<^ 

Jesus. 
My lord, 

After my most bomiden duty I hmnbly recommend 
me mito your good lordship ; and according to the 
king's grace^s commandment and yours shall accom- 
plish it to the best of my power with such things as 
here is to do it withal : which is but very bare for 
such a time. The best coat my lord prince'^s grace 
hath is tinsel, and that he shall have on at that time; 
he hath never a good jewel to set on his cap ; howbeit 
I shall order all things for my lord's honour the best 
I can, so as I trust the king^s grace shall be contented 
withal ; and also master vice-chamberlain and master 
cofferer I am sure will do the best diligence that lieth 
in them in all causes. 

My lord, I thank Jesu my lord princess grace is in 
good health and merry, and his grace hath four teeth; 
three full out, and the fourth appeareth. And thus 

* Audeley to Cromwell. Miscellaneons Letters, 2nd series, vol. ii. 
fol. 48. State Paper Office. 

■> Historical Letters, 2nd series, yoL il p. 78, from Cotton. M.S. 
Otho, b. X. fol. 230. 
« i^ueens of England, vol. vi. p. 9. 

* Issue Book, 31 H. VIII. Tellers' Accounts. 26 H. VIII. Rolls- 
house. 
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fare you well, my own good lord^ with as much joy 
and honor as your noble heart can desire. 
From Havering, with the hand of her that is 

your true beadwoman, and will be during my life, 

Mabgaret Bbyan» 
To the Right Noble and my 
rery singiilar good lord, 
my Lord Privy Seal ; be 
this delivered. 



LETTER XXXII. 



Catherine Bulkeley^ Abbess of Godstow, to Lord 
Cromwell a.d. vers. 1538. 

[HIS(SLLAN£0US LBTTBBS, 1st SBRIBSy VOL. XIII. NO. 37. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Oriffmdl.} 

*^* Catherine, abbess ef Godstow, was installed into office, and 
received the temporalities on April 16th, 1535. Her conduct was 
very satisfactory, and at the visitation of the monasteries the state of 
Godstow was so favourably reported,* that it at first escaped the 
general dissolution. Anxious to ward off the danger as long as 
possible, the abbess took great pains to cultivate the good ifill of 
Cromwell. He was notoriously accessible to a bribe ; and, availing 
herself of this weakness, the abbess wrote him the following letters. 
His lordship was pleased to accept the proffered stewardship of 
Godstow, and his patent was made out accordingly.^ 

Another letter from Catherine Bulkeley to Cromwell thanks him 
for staying the mayor and commonalty of Oxford from taking pos- 
session of a common which had belonged to the abbey 400 years, and 
she sends him a couple of Banbury cheeses^ <: 



My most humble commendations premised, with 
my most entire thanks for all your goodness done 

• See Dr. Tregonnell's Letter to Secretary Cromwell, 27th Sept. 
Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xliii. fol. 227. 

^ Catherine Bulkeley to Lord Cromwell. Miscell. Letters,^ 2nd 
series, voL xiv. art. 2. Date March 12th. 

c Ibid. vol. xiii. fol. 35. 
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unto me ; whaieas jmi hme of aoflnag brought me 
to all that I hare by your mere goodneoB^ never de- 
eerved of me in any part. It la so, my good lord, tibat 
the stewardfihip of this monastery is now void by the 

death of Mr. Welch, which had it; and is of so 
small value, being but 4iOs. fee by the year, that I 
dare not be so bold so to desire your lordship to take 
so small a thing ; but if it would please you not to be 
offended therewith, both my poor sisters and I do 
most heartily beseech you to accept it, which were 
^eatly to our comfort. It is more honest than pro- 
fitable; for you shall have at your commandment 
twenty or thirty men to do the king service thereby, 
as Mr. Welch had to the north.* I can make it no 
better than it is ; but if it were a 1,000/., your good 
lordship shodd have it with all my heart and prayess. 
And in case it will not stand with your pleasure to 
accept it, yet I beseech you point it to whom it shaU 
please you. A underHBteward we have, whidi is a 
honest man, permanent with us, and hath his patent 
thereof for his life, which is, and ever must be, at the 
hlgh-steward^s bedi: and commandment. As knoweth 
our Lord Jesus, who ever preserve your honour, daoly 
to eni»rease to His pleasure. Amoi. 
At Godstow, the 7th day of March. 

By your most bounden beadwoman, 

Catherine Bulkeley, 
Abbess of Godstow. 

To the Kight Honourable and 
. my most especial good lord, 
'my Lord Privy Seal. 

• In 1537. • 



LETTER XXXIII. 

Catherine BnBieley^ ANfets of QodstoWf to Lord 
' CrotmoeH a.». yers. 1538. 

[jflSGBUU UETnSBS, IST SERIES^ YOL. XIII. NO. 34. STATB PAPER OFFICE. 

Origindl.1 

Pleaseth it your honour, 

After my most humble duty, with immortal thanks 
for all your great goodness shewed unto me, to be 
advertised that I have sent by this bearer your old 
fee of 40*., and ypur new fee of other 405., due both at 
Michaelmas last'. I am ashamed of them, that they 
be fio little/but I beseech you to q^seept them, seeing 
my power is. no better; for. if it were, truly you 
should have more. And if it may please your honour 
to send me the same two c<mvent seals, I shall make 
them both in one to your lordship, and to your son, 
Master Gregory, and to the longer liver of you both ; 
for gladly would I do you some pleasure, if I wist 
how, God knoweth my heart. In declaration whereof, 
for lack of better stuff, I do send you a dish of old 
apples, whweof some be a twelTem<»ith old, and some 
two year old ; beseeching you to accept them, and 
to lionise me to set open a back gube of this mo- 
nastery, yAdck hath been shut ever since the king^s 
visitation^ for the which I have great displeasure of 
mj netghboBte ; for indeed it is very nocim (hurtful) 
for them^ especially the winter time, for by reason 
thereof they be fain to go two mile about, as this 
bearer can more at large declare to your honour ; as 
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knoweth our Lord, who ever preserve you to His 

pleasure. Amen. 

At Godstow, the 6th day of October. 

Your most bounden beadm>man, 

Catherine Bulkelet, 

Abbess there. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
very singular good lord, my 
Lord Privy Seal, this deliver. 



LETTER XXXIV. 



Catherine Bulkeley^ Abbess of Godstow, to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1588. 

[MIBCELL. LBTTRBS, 2nd series, vol. XIV. NO. 3. STATE PIPES OFFICE. 

OriffiTiai,'} 

*«* The following letter contains an assertion of the great leading 
doctrine of our Protestant creed, justification by faith, which it is 
startling to find issuing from behind the walls of a cloister. Yet 
so bent was Henry YIII. on the entire uprooting of monasticism in 
England, that neither the most abject submission nor a renunciation 
of the flagrant errors of popery could long prove a safeguard. Dr. 
London was sent to take possession of the monastery of Grodstow, but 
in a curious letter, which is printed in the Monasticon Anglicanum,* 
the abbess refused to surrender into his hands because he was her 
personal enemy, and had opposed her promotion. She accusee him 
of first threatening and then enticing herself and her sisters, and also 
of falsely slandering her, by saying sjie alienated the goods of the 
convent, of which she declares she has never parted with one half- 
pennyworth.^ London, in his letter to Cromwell says, that the abbess 
has received him '^somewhat pensively," but requests favourable 

> Vol iv. p. 35^. The original is in Cotton. MS., Cleopatra, C. ir. 
fol. 227 b. ^ Ibid. 
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terms for her and the nuns.' As far as Catherine was coneemedf 
the request was complied with, for at the dissolution she had a pension 
asQgned of 40/. for life. 



My most singular good lord, 

After my most humble duty, these be specially to 
thank you for that it pleaseth you to direct your 
letters for the stay of Doctor Loudon, which was 
here ready to suppress this poor house against my 
will and all my sisters^ and had done it, indeed, if 
you had not so speedily sent contrary commandment ; 
for the which your goodness you shall be well assured, 
as I am already most bounden, of a poor maiden^s 
prayer during my life, seeing I have no other riches 
to recompense you withal. 

.And where it pleased you to direct your tetters 
since that time to me and my sisters, for the prefer- 
ment of Master Doctor Owen to our demesnes and 
stock ; these be to certify your lordship that we have 
accomplished the same with all favor and gentleness ; 
as I trust he will report and give your lordship thanks 
therefor ; for no man living, under the king, could 
have had it of us with our good wills, saving your 
Iprdship* And therefore, as my very trust and com- 
fort is in you, I beseech you to continue my good 
lord, as I trust you shall never have cause to the 
contrary ; for your lordship shall be well assured that 

*^ The expected dissolution presented a strong temptation to the 
rulers of monasteries, while the power over the land still remained 
with them, to alienate some part to provide for themselves in future. 
This was severely checked by Henry VIII., who had an eye to the 
temporalities of the suppressed establishments.. 

. VOL. III. E 
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theirerig-iieiliier'pope nor* purgatory, iinage nor pil- 
grimage, nor praying to dead saints, used orregardiad. 
amongst us; but all superstitious ceremonies set 
apart ; the very honour of God, and the truth of 
His holy words, as far asr the frail: nature of women 
rxoBf attain unto, is mostt tenderly followed' and re- 
garded with us; not doubting Bui this gannent and 
fashion ot life* dbtfa nothing' prevail^ ttoward our justi^ 
fying before God, by whom, for his^ sweet son JesoBf' 
sake, we only trust to be justified and saved ; who 
ever preserve your honour to his pleasure. Ameui 
At Godbtow, this 26th day of November. 
Your most bounden>beadwoman, 

CxTBERmB BtJucBurr^ 
Abbess tiieiB> 

To the Bight Henonnhle and 
my very singular good lord, 
my LordTrivy Seal. 



LETTER XXXV. 

Annej Lady, Berkeley, to Lord Cromwell. A.n. 1636L. 

[mimbul. lmtbbs^ 2^d antiBB, tou in« Ha 173, staib papjb oivtcB. 
Originall 

•%• The Lftdy Biikeleyfaas befere Itoeii'iiitrodiieed to^e readen 
She was« ^dew iA the king!s ouato^yy hut of too oaerg^ie tnUmffK^ 
ament to consent to the trammels of a second wedlock. The person 
pxe^oaed to: her hy the kmg aniiljovd GiliaMPeU iwiMR.Hdtiagd 
DBdley).8on.andheir ol Jefan.lMrdJ)ndley|.&'] 
poaKf«*-p6rhaps omi jmHoa<^«ii7>4n»8Ml!.wan«i» i 



See the followmg l ettwjfamfc Jik^BMbefyLadyvDaitoyt 
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U^ hinnelf gsve an aeeovnt- of his ooufirfiip'siid dlsiipptlBtinniti t9» 

''In my mosi beavtiestiiiaiiiMr I reooBuneiMtme unto yon^ evev 
heartily thanking you of your moat singular goodness to me at- all. 
timesy.aiid in eiqiecial for the^iroeurement and devioe of the king*8 
lettcru and my Lord Priyy Seal's, the which were as effeotnaUy dedaed 
in my behalf and preferment as I could either advise or deairew 
Notwithstanding, I hare not been regarded aeoording to the king^s 
dasiEe.aBd my lord!sy but she hath made me avexy light an«wer thai- 
she i» not minded-to marry^ and at the nest termshe will make an- 
answer to the king, whioh is but done for a delay ; whereby I am not 
able to follow my suit, unless you be good lord unto me to put your 
help with my lady, my] aunt, the bearer hereof, to speak unto my 
lord that I may have some straitor command from the king, .and my 
lord unto her, to go forward in the acoomplishing my desire. The 
troth is, she entertained me after the most loving sort 'at my flnt 
ooBBog-to her as I could desire ; foz^ when die wae-in heg* chamber 
sawing, she would suffer me lie in her lap, with many other as familiar 
fashions as I could desire ; also, she would bring me to my chamber,, 
and'send' the gentlewomen unto me for to enttoiaui'me^ Bnt^st niy ' 
ceming with the king's letters I was nothing so well weleom^i.bnt: 
where it was so familiar before, it was much stranger since my coming, 
last, which grieved me soro as well for her own part tm fbr mine, 
ooBsidering the lang^s pAiaMM aadmy lordV request. Howbeit, as ftir 
aa I p«:eeive by suohof myfriends as be about her, if my letters had. 
been of commandment as they were in desire and request, I should' 
have obtained my heart's desire without any farther delay. There*^ 
face li desire yoahMOtily, a» you faave always been friendly onto mef 
new in this my instant need, that I may have your help and pjoonre- 
ment of a letter or two with your favour, and drawn by your 
adriee, one f«om the king, and another from my lord, oommaoiding: 
her to' look better on this matter, or let her not think to have^ any 
forwardness in her causes by my lord. Also, my desire is that i^ 
may be devised that the king and my lord will see that I shall at all 
times use myself like an honest man unto her, or else that his'graoe^ 
will seeit remedied, tmsting that' I have not so little diserelioB*for. 
to use myjself any way to her displeasure : there is too many discom. 
modities would rise thereuponv IVuly I love her not so weajcly-^ 
blrtrnndoubt^y niy hemrt is- so fiathfnUy assoMd'unto her, that it* 

« Miscell. Letters, 3rd series, vol. iii. fol. 94. SikfUffPkperOfRee, 
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were impottdble io remove it for any pleasure in the world. And 
although it hath been expenseful and chargeable unto me^ the Buife 
unto her, yet an I were worth a thousand pounds, I would youchsafe 
to 'spend it for her sake — wherefore you cannot do me a higher 
pleasure than to procure me a commandment whereby I may obtain 
her favour." 

The letter is dated from the house of his aunt, Lady Montague, in 
Dorsetshire, where he remains, hoping for a speedy answer to his 
letter. 

The persevering lover never won his suit, for Lady Berkeley 
was a widow to the day of her death. He remained some years 
a disconsolate bachelor ; but at length, in the reign of queen Mary, 
married one of her maids of honour, a daughter of Lord Chandos. 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

Signifying unto your good lordship, as to him in 
whom all my trust is, of the receipt of your honour- 
able letters, and do assure your good lordship that if 
my heart might be towards. Mr. Dudley, as it is not, 
I would assuredly be reconciled by your good lordship 
before any other living in earth, other than by the 
king our master. And according to the king's high 
pleasure and commandment I have signified unto his 
grace that I cannot with my heart bear fair unto Mr. 
Dudley, to accomplish his high pleasure ; and in 
semblewise also desiring your good lordship, in that 
my stomach cannot lean there, neither as yet to any 
marriage, that you will continue my especial good 
lord, as you have done in time past, and to be in 
my help of my rude answer unto the king's majesty, 
so that I may stand in no displeasure with his grace ; 
and so I shall continually pray to God for the preser- 
vation of your noble estate long to continue, to tho 
pleasure of God* 
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At Yate, the 6th day of January, the 29th year 
of the reign of our said sovereign lord King Henry 
the VIII. 

Your own, 

Anne Berkeley, 



Widow. 



To the Right Honounble and 
my singular good lord, the 
Lord Privy Seal's good lord- 
ship he this given. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Ijody Cecil Dudley to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[miscellamsous exchequeb documents, first series, no. 1365. 
ROLLS house. Original} 

\* Lady Cecil Dudley was the daughter of Thomas Grey, first 
marquis of Dorset, and the wife of John Sutton, Baron Dudley. 
This Lord Dudley was a man of^weak understanding, and, becoming 
emharrassed in his circumstances, he got entangled with a set of 
usurers. His kinsman, John Dudley, Viscount Lisle, afterwards the 
celebrated Earl of Northumberland, had a strong desire to obtain 
eastle Dudley, the chief seat of the elder branch of the famUy, and, 
ayailing himself of the pecuniary distresses of his relative, he con- 
trived to attain his object. The poor houseless nobleman was thus 
left^to the charity of his friends, spending his time in visita to one 
and another, as he best might, and generally known by the ludi- 
crous sobriquet of Lord Quonelam,*' By a foolish compromise with 
his wife's step-father, Henry, Earl of Wiltshire, he had lost even the 
100/. per annum settled by the Marquis Dorset, his father, upon 
them,^ 80 that his wife and family were reduced to a state of destitu- 
tion which needs no farther comment than the present letter* At 

* Dugdale's Baronage, vol. ii. p. 216. 

^ Letter of Henry Stafford, Eivrl of Wiltshire, to Wolsey, Wolsey 
Correspondence, vol. xvL fol. 4. State Paper Office. 
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iMt Ii»dy Dudley's mother bcfftowed j^pon hsr and eieh «f her 
sistexs 1000/. in land which she ptindpally paid out of her own 
•private revenues/ 



Right honourable and my singular good lord, 

In my most humblest wise I have me recom- 
mended unto your good lordship: glad to hear of 
your good health, which I pray God long to con- 
tinue to his pleasure and your most heartiest desire. 
The cause of my writing unto you is, desiring you 
to be good lord unto me ; it is so, as you know very 
well, that, by the means of my lord, my husband^ I and 
all mine are utterly undone, unless it be the better 
provided by the grace of God, and likewise that 
it may please the king's highness to take pity of me 
and mine, and in that behalf, my humble desire is 
to your lordship to be good lord unto me, as my , 
special trust is in you above all, next God and the 
king. The truth is, I have little above 20 j^ound 
a year i(whiQb I have by^my^lady, my <mother), to 
find me and one df my daughters with a woman and 
a man to wait upon me,; .and Aurelj:, unless ihe^ood 
prioress of Nuneaton^ did give me meat and drii& 
of free cost, to me and all mine .that here remains 
with mq, 1 could not tell what shift .to make. lOv^ 
and besides that, ^whensoever any of my children 
comes liither to see me, they be welcome unto ihe 

« Indenture between Ceeil, llaichionees Dowager of Dqivety and 
^her eon Thomas. Misoellaneous ^chequer DocumentB, Second 
Series, No. 442. 

^ A priorjr of nuns, of the order of Fonierrand, in Wajrwichshiro, 
founded in the time of Heorj II. At the dissolution, their iufiome 
was rather below £300. 



^OMBB JOB long as Ithegr list to tassy, 'lionoaMftt 
.imdTiiBnlB meat, and jumt .ihem notibdng, with )& :pieee 
sflf xgold or iwo vin ihm cpuraee at .their »deptttftu£e. 
Wherefore in the vivy (of vcharit^I'deBure you 4o 
he^good lord unto mfi,(and to ^consider the poverty 
Btme:; &r9if<ought.Bhould-6ojne'to the hous&of Nun- 
eaton^ I Btand in a hard case,. 'not knowing where 
to he, nor what shift to make, unless it may please 
you of your mere pity and compassion to move the 
king io be good and gracious unto me^ according 
unto his most gracious pleasure to help *me unto 
some living. Moreover, I most heartily thank jour 
lordship of your manifold goodness showed unto my 
poor son Edward Dudley, for, as I perceive by 
him, you are special good lord unto him, specially 
as concerning his suit unto my lady Berkeley, not 
only in procurement of the king's letters, but like- 
wise you wrote for him as iinstanily as though he 
had been jour own son.^ Wherefore I shall daily 
pray for you that it may please almighty God to 
reward you, whereas I and my poor son am not 
ible. Notwithstanding it may please you to con- 
sider that though you were good lord unto him, 
yet it was not his fortune to obtain his foresaid 
smt and purpose : which 'hath 'been to Im great cost 
and charge, also to his great hindrance divers Wivj^ ; 
-for ^11 this great while he hath lived on me and 
<rfher of his Mends. Farther, as 1 perceive (he ifaatih 
been i}old to come to dinner and supper to jour 
lordiihip, Ijy your goodness showed unto him, whicih 
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hath made him the more bolder to resort unto you 
at all times, whereby as yet he hath, shifted the 
better. Desiring you to continue your goodness 
unto him^ considering his poverty, and mine also, I 
desire you to be good lord unto him in his poor 
suit, as I shall daily pray for your honourable lord- 
ship long to endure. 

Written at Nuneaton, the 24th day of February. 
Your daily beadwoman, 

Cecil Dudley. 
To the Right Honourable and mj 
sugular good lord^ my Lord 
Privy Seal. 

Endorsed, "^A^xxx®. 
« The Lady Dudley." 



LETTER XXXVII. 

Anne, Lady SheffingtoUy to Lord CromwelL 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[mSCBIX. LETTERS; SECOND SBSIB8, VOL. XXXTX. NO, 383. STATE 

PAPER OFFICE. Oriffiual.'} 

Right honourable and my singular good lord. 

My humble duty premised unto your good lordship, 
may it please the same to be advertised ; that, as I 
am informed; your lordship hath obtained of the 
king's grace the whole town and lordship of Lodding- 
ton, in the county of Leicester, which of late did 
belong to Launde Abbey ;*" and the lordship place of 

« A monastery o£ black canons, of the yalne of 510/. 16«. bd. 
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the same, with the demesnes thcreofj as lam informed, 
is to be letten to farm, with a little pasture ground, 
called Stelton; wherefore, if it would please your 
good lordship to be so good and gracious lord to xne 
as that I might become your poor tenant to the same, 
for some reasonable years, of such convenient rent as 
it is worth, then were I greatly bounden to your 
good lordship. For, as God knowetb, I have been so 
straitly ordered with my husband'^s children, that I 
have no house of my late husband's to put my head 
in ; neither have I any house of any other man but 
only from year to year. 

Wherefore, I beseech your lordship, some deal to 
pity this my poor suit, and I shall be very glad to do 
therein for your lordship's profit as another will do, 
with my hearty prayer during my life. And I beseech 
your lordship to continue my good lord in my suit of 
pardon to the king's grace, and to accept my poor 
servant, John Fosten, this bearer, to be a poor soli- 
citor to your lordship in these my suits and causes* 
And I shall daily pray to God long to prosper your 
lordship, in honour and gladness. 

From Colliweston, the^ 27th day of April 
Your daily beadwoman, 

Damb Anne Skeffington, 
Widow.* 
To the Right Honourable 

and singular good lord, 

my Lord Privy Seal. 

• One other letter of Lady Skeffingtonis in existence besides those 
already mentioned. It is addressed to Lord Cromwell, intreating for 
a discharge from the sentence of outlawry issued against herself and 

E 2 
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LfltTTEE XKXVIIL 

Elizabeth^ Lady Delaware^ to Lord CromwelL 
A.D. 1539. 

lummujowovB wtsmM^osa^wHrnvoin^, 1^ M»m^.m, 814. »9us 
HOUSE. Oriffinal.'} 

••^« The ibUowisg lettac, ikough .aaiirigiittly'beMBaio cdkhor sig- 
nature than the lettess E. L. ; the hitter of Tvbich is so indistmctly 
written as rather to resemble a C. The subject of itytiowever) clearlj 
ifleniafieB the writer as ihe^wlfe of Thomas Wesl^ Iiord Dehkwai», <av 
lis he ui¥«riably wrote liis own name, Thomas la^muve^ Xhis 
nobleman was involved in .the accusation of treason which brought 
Lord Montague and the Marquis of Exeter to the scitffold^ but <wa8 
fortunate enough to escape, and to regain the BoyaL&voiu:. 

The Jtrivj jcauncit, who wore conmussioned to eauunine him, 
r^orted in a letter to Henry VIII, dated December 21st, 1538, 
that ihey icould find no ground to commit him to the Tower, ixlih«n|^ 
they had <^Bfined ihim closely within Ihe preoinots of hia omu 
abode ; but that the ungrounded suspicion of treasoz^ which would 
be involved in a Tower imprisonment, '< should «o much touch his 
honesty, and he by the same should be put to suoh a «ebuke that ho 
flhonld never be able to reoover it." On these grounds they lawve 
the royal jiardon for the mercy extended towards him.^ 

In reference to the manor of Halfnakyd, he wrote two letters to 
€Fomwdl, dated tiie ISfh and 19lh of November,* xequestiiig aot ^ 
bo .turned out immediately^ because in none other of his houses was 
there' suitable provision of com, cattle, and wood, and making 
arrangements for an eqiiitAble exchange with the king, asking 'for 
Wherwell mmnery in Han^shiie, .because boing situated in a 

others, who had been sureties to the king for her late husband. She 
complains that she is nnpoverished by age and sickness and unable 
to follow out hor flviteu Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxix. 
foL 381. 

a Several of his letters are amongst the Miscellaneous Corres- 
pondence in the State Paper Office ; also, Lisle Papeni, ^ol. vi foL 9, 
et seq, ; and vol. xi. fol. 7. They are principally dated from 

^ £ttis' liOltoiB, Ut Miaoi^ tvol. ii. ji. I2.i. 

« MisefiL Lottoisiy 2ad sonoc^ vol xix. ff. 135, 129. 



c ylaamnt jeonnteyrhe liikiks Jta bealtiHr suiMle^plaee fiDrUufi ^HSb in 
«se of his deathy aa she had no houee of her-own. Ab, however, 
it was yaln^ at 1802. a year, and Balfnakyd at only MO/., he 6£Rbzs 
ttDunake j^tthe wmaming mmdrom'laudB in ^Somessetdifare or ^aflou- 
iiseBtaEdiiie. ^Hia ^ngueat was grvnte^ 4uid Wharwall aoitCmed 
upon him.^ He was a nohleman of .generous habits, and iiis death 
'Was gnsfly rsgrettefl, tor lie was saitl to'keep the bestnmd most hm- 
fUrilde iunae infiiuMx. 

Mtj imeet right honourable Jor4» 

JxL iny lawUest wise I jrecommend .me:to jeur jgeed 
lardflh^* Pleaaeth your lorddi|p for to Jbe^dvBittwd 
•that I harve reoewed jour jnost Jodi^.'and ^kind letter 
that e¥er came to my poor heart. For I do pei>oei¥e 
thereby that the kiug-s mqeBty, of his mere and ^va^ 
cious goodness bath ibi^ven my lord, my hnsbaud, 
iiiB oflfenoes that he hath done to his highness ; and 
moreovei;, of his. gracious ^goodaes^ mil jQot takeaio&e 
A^antage of such recognizance that my lord, my 
iuisband, was bound in with divers great dorda and 
other gentlemen, but like a noble and pitiful king has 
ibrgiven my said lord, the which i& the most joyous 
and comfortable thing to our hearts that ever came 
to us bothy and bindeth us the days of our liyos for to 
beseech the blessed Trinity, long to continue his 
majesty in hanour, and that we may have so nmoh 
^grace for to continue his faithful and true seryants, 
as, we take God to record, we be .minded iso to be. 

And, mine own good iorc|, where it pleased the 
king's majesty ibr io have a mind and j>Ieasure for to 
have Hal&akyd with the members, my good lord, his 
grace «hall have my good will therein, with all my 
heart, if it were worth a thousand pound more than 
*• Patent Roll, 31 Henry YIII. part 4, date Match 24tb. 
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it J8 ; for there was never subjects more bounden to 
their king and sovereign lord than we be. For the 
which we be his highness', both life, lands, and goods, 
and we verily trust to God so to continue during oilr 
poor lives. Also, my lord, next the king's highness, 
and our duty remembered to my lord prince's grace, 
we are most bound daily to pray for your good lord- 
ship. For, by your goodness and means to the king's 
grace, his highness is thus good lord to us, as we now 
find his highness, and doubt not, my good lord, that 
ever we will forget your goodness ; but that we will 
continue your's to the best of our powers during our 
lives. And, also, we will recompense some part of 
your lordship's goodness as soon as we can. 

And, good my lord, I beseech you for to be good 
lord to my lord my husband, that the land that we 
shall exchange for Halfnakyd might be good, and that 
we may have some reasonable leisure to depart from 
thence, considering that all our com and cattle, and 
other provision, is here upon Halfnakyd and Box- 
grave, and in no other place, and we can make no 
shift now for no money till summer, but we are very 
well contented, for to conclude in every thing with 
his grace as soon as it shall please his highness* And, 
also, his grace for to have the possession thereof, when 
it shall please him. And thus I beseech the blessed 
Trinity long preserve your good lordship. 

At Halfnakyd, the 8th day of November. 

Your good lordship's poor beadwoman, 

E.L. 

To the RightHonourable 
my Lord Priyy Seal 
his good lordship. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Joanna Vatie, Prioress ofDartford^ to Lord Cromwell^ 
A.D« vers. 1539. 

[MISGELLAITBOUS LBTTER8, SECOND SBRIESy VOL. VIII. NO. 46. 8TATB 

PAPER OFFICE. Original.} 

•«• One of the modes adopted by Cromwell, as prepazmtory to 
the dissolation of the monasteries, was to prevent the profession of 
any new novices^ so that gradual decay might sometimes spare the 
necessity of resorting to harsher measures. The present letter w&s 
written in reply to a mandate from him, endeavouring to prevent a 
young lady, who had gone through the initiatory stages, taking the 
final vows. The writer was the last prioress of the monastery of 
Dartford, and on its dissolution received a pension of €62. 13«. 4(2., 
whilst twenty-three nuns, all who were then remaining |n ^e house, 
had allowances, varying from 40«. to 61. a year. Joanna was a 
woman who ranked high for piety and discretion. John, bishop of 
Rochester, writing to Lord Cromwell upon the death of her prede- 
cessor, and the steps taken in reference to the election, says :— 

« There is one of the sisters called Joan Vane, which, if it would 
please your lordship to favour, and prefer in the room, I think there 
is not of them all a more meeter for it than she is, both of good 
yirtue and religion, altiiough there are in the house many elder 
than she is, yet is there none better learned nor more discreeter 
woman, she being herself above thirty."* 

In another letter on the same subject he says, that, though there 
were in the priory divers women, good in their sort, yet she 
exceeded them all, and that her elevation would conduce to the 
honour of God.b The present letter confirms her diaracter as an 
amiable and pious woman.<^ 



Jesus. 
Bight honourable and my singular good lord. 

In my most humble and obedient manner I have 

■ *■ Miscellaneous Letters, seoond series, vol. xxxv. foL 119. 

^ Ibid. fol. 108. 

c Another letter, from Petre to Lord CromweU, upon her elec- 
tion, is in the same series^ voL zzxii. fol. 292, 
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me reoommended unto your ^good Jordship ; adver- 
tising your good lordship that I have received your 
^gentle and loving letter toudhingi;be delivery ctf one 
Bridget Browning, on&of my religious company, as yet 
not professed in^thejaight of the world^hutonlyinJiaart 
to God, who was ^brought to my monastery long time 
paflt»'ionly by the .gireat Jabour, maan£^ andjrequest, 
made by ^her mother to the lafte ^prioresB of iibe said 
monastery now deceased,^ to the intent she sLoiild l)e 
.a »e%ious woman .and recluse, and nothing at the 
desire nor request oF the said late prioress, neither by 
hor juravjQicatioA, neither yet by lier n<£r me detain^ 
'€r kept against her friends' minds, contraiy to any 
statute, decree, or ordinance, in that behalf provided; 
3mt that the said late prioress, I, and my sisters, have 
always been ready to permit and muffisr the «aid 
.Bridget to depart to her said mother at Iter free will 
land liberty ; which to do shealwayi^ being very sore 
prefixed in her outward mind, and also as it sfaould 
seem in her heart to my said religion, hath refused 
and denied. Wherefore it may please your good 
lordship that she may come to your lordshi^^s presence, 
and that the effects of her heart and mind JEnay be by 
your good lordship tenderly accepted and heard ; and 
farther she to be remitted as it shall appertain to your 
good lordship's great wisdom and authority. Wherein 
your good lordship sliaiH bind me and all otiber 
my sisters to be your lordship's daily oratrioes. As 
knoweth our Lord God, who ever have your good 
lordship in his tuition and governance. 



Written at Bw-tferd 'the '9th Assy of fieptember, bjr 
yourlordsUip^Bjioor andSithfuloratrice, 

JoA-mrA Taive, Priorees. 

To the l^ht Honourable ana 
her ongitlar good lord, myJLord 
Ta^ySM; with speed. 



LETTEEJCL. 

Florence Bonrmwe^ late Prioress of Ambre^mryy to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

: {^laCELIiAKBO.US JUSITEBS," SKCOKD SBKIES, TOL. I. NO. 117. STAXE 
PAPBS OFFICE. Originai,'] 

%* Jn :ifai9 vexy impexfect list of the 'prioreaseB of Amhresfaoxy, 
given in the Monasticon AngUcanum,» no name oocurs between 
Sibilla de MontacutOy who died in 1420, and ];* Joan Darrell,'who 
zieliBqoirfied the monasteiy in 1540. Florenee Bonnewe must luyve 
lieen the immediate pr/adecMav of this lattor ladgr. Afliaacly«a8 
J535, or 1536, an attempt had been made on the part.of Cromwell's 
emisaaiSes to persuade the prioress yoluntarily to surrender -her 
liwaitmy into ibe kingfs bands, bat this she steadily lefused. Dr. 
Tn^gonnei And his &Uow-fiommiflslonexs thus addressed Secretaiy 
Cromwell on the sul^ect : — 

•^^e came to Ambresbury, and there communed with the abbess 
tetllie dipQomplisfaoMnt of -the king's highmss' isommission in like 
«irt ; an^y albeit we lubve used as many ways with her .as our poor 
wits could attain, yet, in the end, we could not, by any persuasions, 
bring her to any -coitformity, but at jJl times she 'rested and so 
nmaiittth in these devns, < If the king's highness command me to 
go from this house, I will gladly go, though I beg my bread ; and 
as for pension, I cave forjoone.' Hn 4hese 4eBms she ^was, in«lLher 
destion, prayings us many times to trouble her no fiur&er 

Vol. iLp, 334. 
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lierein, for she had declared her full wmd, in ihe which we might 
plainly gather of her words she was fully fixed before our coming.''^ 
Her steadiness averted for a while the dreaded crisisybnt at 
length the royal mandate arrived* Very sorrowful were the feelings 
with which many of the recluses abandoned the houses where they 
had intended to find an asylum to the close of life^ and to which 
some of them had bequeathed their ample fortunes, and found them- 
selves dependant on the capricious charity of Henry YIII., but their 
only resource was in the mournful submissivenes of which the fol- 
following letter affords a specimen. The death of the writer, almost 
immediately after, saved her from any share in the impending cala- 
mities of her convent.^ 



Right honourable my singular good lord, 

I humbly recommend me unto your good lordship, 
and have received the king^s most gracious letters and 
yours, touching the resignation of my poor office in 
the monastery of Ambresbury ; according to the 
purport of which letters and your good advertisement, 
I have resigned my said office into the hands of the 
king's noble grace, before the commissionei's thereto 
appointed ; trusting that such promises as the same 
commissioners have made unto me for assurance of 
my living hereafter shall be performed. And so I 
most humbly beseech your good lordship, in the way 
of charity, to be means for me unto the king's high- 
ness, that I may be put in surety of my said living, 
during the little time that it shall please Ood to grant 
me to live. And I shall continually during my time 
pray to God for the preservation of the king^s most 
excellent no[ble] grace, and your honourable estate 

: A Miscellaneous Letters, second series, vol. xliii. fol. 227. 

^ A letter from SouthweU Came, London, and other commis- 
sioners, upon the surrender of Ambresbury, is in Miscellaneous 
Letters, second series, vol. ad. foL 55 S, date December 7th. 
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long to endure. At the poor monastery [of] 
Ambresbmy^ the 10th day of this present month, 
August. 

By your poor 0[ratrice] 

Florence Bo[|nnbwb,] 

late prioress [there.] 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singiilar good lord, my Lord 
Cromwell and Lord Privy Seal. 

Endorsed, ^ Florence Bonnewe, Priorees of 
Ambresbnry, deairing to have her stipend 
for life.'' 



LETTER XLI. 
Princess Mary to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[SMITH Ua,, NO. 68, rOL. 17. BODLUiK UBHABY.] 

%* The matter which had been opened to the princess by 
Mr. Wriothesley, and to which she refers in the following letter, 
was the negotiation for her marriage with Philip, Dnke of Bavariay 
who was at this time paying his earnest soit to her.a Wriothesley's 
letter to Cromwell, detailing his interriew with her on this subject, 
is printed from Heame's Sylloge, by Miss Strickland,^ and should 
be read in connection with the present. 

* In a gossiping letter to Lord Lisle, from his confidential servant, 
John Husee, dated December 22nd, 1539, he says :•— 

^ Yonr lordship shall understand that this day my lord privy seal 
and duke Philip of Bavaria are ridden to Enfield, where my lord 
prince and my lady Mary's grace doth lie, therefore some thinketh 
her grace cometh not to Baynard's Castle now." — Lisle Papers, vol. 
iy. fol. 68. State Paper Office. See also Queens of Enghmd, toI. 
T. p. 226. 

i> (Queens of England, vol. y. p. 224. 
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My Hold, 

After my most ^hearty (camnEBudations:; I (do, dn 
semblable manner, thank you for your gentie land 
friendly lettera. How I iiave proceeded, touching 
the Gounael of ifae aame for the matter declared by 
Mr. Wrlothesley, because both by his relation and by 
my letters to the king's majesty you shall perceive ; I 
shall not trouble you with my vain words in writing : 
only this I will add, that, howsoever I am 'in this kind 
of thing affected, his highnes^^ in this and all other 
things during my life, shall find .me^his most humble 
and obedient daughter, subject, and servant ; and so 
I beseech you ever to say and answer for me : I shall 
not, God willing, disapprove your saying in the same, 
while the breath shall be in my body ; as knows our 
Lord, who send you health. 

From Hertford Castle, the 17th of December, late 
at night. 

I beseech your lordship to pardon me that I write 
not this letter of mine own hand. I was somi^thing 
weary with the writiog of the other .letter:; .and^iupon 
trust of your goodness^ I caused one of 'my men *]n 
this to supply the place of a secretary. 

Your assured loving iMend, ducmgimy life, 

Mabt. 
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LETTER XLII. 
Margaret, Countess of Salisbury y to Lord Lisk. 

[LI0« 9A«BB6, y<XL. YU. HO. ^9. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original.} 

\* Passing over the illegitimacy of the birth of Arihitr.P]anta- 
genet, Yiscomit Lisle, he and the Countess of Salisbury were first 
.iSQiiains, tiieir .iathers^ Edward iy«, and George Duke of Clarence, 
.Mig;oiai brothers. The only remaining letter of the .countess 
knomi to>fae in wstenoe,. besides those given in the present voiunnas, 
Jsme.in whidb, in conjunction with Jjord Husee, her £aUow official 
on .the hoBflefaold of the .princess Mary, she writes to ^ Cromwell, 
deaiciDg the fanning of a recently-suppressed priory in Camsfrron, 
North Wales, for a footman of the .princess,. John Rei^pidd, wliich 
.giaiit, ihey say, ** will be .pleasure unto her grace.''* Her Utest 
known. .autograph is appended,to.a lease of the manor of Newton, in 
.SiiaDlk,.4ated,NoT. 3rd, 153§,^ a isw.months before her.imprisQn- 
mont. Notwithstanding her age and already . otenmulatiiM; aaxsomg, 
theJiAiLd is remarkaibly bold and firm.<^ 



Mino own good cousin, 

In my hearty manner I recommend me unto you, and 
to my lady your wife, 'being ^lad to Tiear of your good 
ihoabkh.; ^pxayiiig you, that .whexe jmy friend iBiohard 
'Baker 'is *by your favour appointed to the king's ser- 
vieein Calai§,;it may please you to he .good lord unto 
'hiiu,;find ttfae rather .for imy sake, in all -suoh ithings ;ab 
you may Ho Him favour therein; for I doubt not but 
ibat yau shall jGnd him an honest .mai^ and oneet to 
doihe kii^ ^service. And thus 1 pray Jesu preserve 

'•llisodl.rMten, 2Hd«mneB, toI. xvUi. foL 4M,'tiated^mn the 
manor of Knolle, Nov. 30th. 

'^tDaine(Riatter,No.31. Bodleian Iflnwry. 

® In MisceL Letters, 3rd series, Tol.'iT.fol. 156, ^k^-mfioofrlflttar 
^Mierffirom WimKm.Iiitbome,'a pnedt and aofaoofaiiMier. 
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you in good health, and prosperous to His plea- 
sure. 

At Bysham, the 6th day of March. 
By your loving cousin, 

Mabgarbt Salisbury.. 
To my loving cousin, 
my Lord Lisle, 

The tragical destiny of the Countess of Salisbury is familiar to 
most readers. In 1539 she was attainted of high treason.* The 
proofs brought against her were, that several Papal bulls had been 
found in her house at Cowdray, that she was in correspondence with 
her son Reginald, afterwards the celebrated Cardinal Pole, and that 
she had forbidden her tenantry to read the New Testament, or any 
of the bool(s recently privileged by the king. 

Another sore point was that, in her staimch adherence to the 
Roman Catholic faith, she strongly opposed the suppresraon of the 
monasteries, and used her private influence to prevent their being 
submissively yielded to the king.b But her greatest offence was a 
design to marry her son Reginald to the princess Mary. A curious 
inedited letter, amongst the Lisle Papers, addressed to Lord Lisle,<^ 
presents the following particulars :•— 

*^ Pleaseth it your lordship, so it is that there was a coat of anns'^ 

* Godwin's Annals, p. 68. Her papers seem, however, to have 
been seized as early as December, 1538, for on the 6th of that 
month the Earl of Southampton wrote to inform CromweU that he 
had been^ according to the king's conmiand, to Lady Salisbury, and 
demanded her will ; that she said it was amongst her chests, whieh 
he accordingly had fetched, and there found two wills, an old one, 
dated Anno 20, but which was cancelled by having the agnatnre cut 
off. On being questioned about it, the Countess said she had cut off 
her name, that it might be thoroughly worthless when she made the 
new one ; this was dated September, Anno 30, (1538,) and South- 
ampton sent both up to the king, and waited further orders. — 
MisceL Letters, 2nd series, vol. xxxix. fol. 444. State Paper Office. 

^ Letter of Sir If icholas Carew to Secretary CromwelU Jifisoel. 
Letters, 2nd series, vol. v. art. 139. 

c Vol. iv. art. 67. State Paper Office. The signature of the 
letter has unfortunately been torn off. 

^ In the journals of tho House of Lords, vol. i. p. 107« this 
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foond in the Duchess of Salisbury's coffer/and by the one side of the 
coat there was the king's grace's arms of England, that is, the lions 
^thont the fleurs de lis^ and about the whole arms was made pansies 
for Pole, and marygolds for my lady Mary. This was about the coat 
of arms, and betwixt the marygolds and the pansies was made a tree 
to rise in the midst, and on the tree a coat of purple hanging on a 
bongh, in tokenmg of the coat of Christ, and on the other side of 
the coat all the passion of Christ. Pole intended to have married 
my lady Mary, and betwixt them both should again arise the old 
doctrine of Christ. This was the intent that the coat was made, as 
it is openly known in the parliament house, as master Sir George 
Speke showed me. And thus my lady marchioness, my lady Salis- 
bury, SiY Adrian Fortescue, Sir Thomas Dingley, with divers others^ 
are attainted to die by act of Parliament." The two ladies did not 
saffer death immediately, but were confined in the Tower, where 
they were so severely treated as to be destitute of almost the 
ordinary comforts of life. Thomas Philipps, one of their jailors, 
touched with compassion, presented on their behalf the following 
petition, probably addressed to some member of the privy council i*^ — 

'^Pleaseth it your good lordship, this is to advertise you that I, 
Thomas Philipps^ by reason that I am daily conversant with them 
that are pensire, can no less do but utter the same to your honour- 
able lordship. 

''First, the lady marchioness feareth sore lest she stand in dis- 
pleasure of the king's most gracious highness^ and so, consequently 
wantiog your lordship's favour. 

^'The second is, she saith she wanteth raiment, and hath no 
change but only that that your lordship commanded to be provided. 

^ Farther, she saith that ^her gentlewoman, Mistress Constance, 
hath no manner of change, and that that she hath is sore worn. 
Another gentlewoman she hath, that is master comptroller's maid, 
and hath been with her one whole year and more, and very sorry is 
she that she hath not to recompence them, at the least their 
wages. 

'' Farther, if it like your good lordship,, the Lady Salisbury maketh 
great moan fcr that she wanteth necessary apparel both for to change 
and also to keep her warm." 

.,* 
coat is mentioned as having been shown in the house by Crom- 
well (May 12th, 1539) ; but the description of it is far less minute 
than the present. Some of the insignia were the same as those 
used by the rebels in the north* 

* Miscellaneous Exchequer Documents, 1st series. No. 1752. 
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IMs pitifnl petltioa i>vfl»'r6qKmdtd'td, as appem by^lblt^wiiig 
memonndimi'of ttiePtiry Oomicil :-^ 

<< iBtMaxish^ 1541',a letier^ivaBBent to Shitty the qneei^tailAr, to^nw. 
vide aod' make meet- for the late Countees of iSftnnD, beings priaoner 
in the Tower, tUepsveelsof apparel and othei^nc ee B CMni eg enwiiag, 

^In primii^ anight-giown^fiimd, a kirtle of worsled; aod^pettleoat' 
funed. 

** Item, another gown of the ftshien of night-gowni of^sagre,^ lined* 
with sa^ of Cjrpnur, axid faced with satin. 

*^ Item, tf homiet' mik a fronti^. 

'<Item, ftrar pair of hoee. 

** Item, four pair of shoes^ and one pair of Blippers/'a 

After an imprisonment of two years, the Countess of Sall8b«7^ 
the last of the Plantagenets, wa» beheaded May 27th, 1541, at 70 
years of age, with cirenmstanees ofpeooliar horror; arising from^faer 
indignant refusal to die the death of a tmitor witfaoot fearful ^[leraoBal 
Tiblenee. Her fate is thus quaintly related by a eonteraperarf p««t> 
George Cavendish, in one^ of a series of visions'whieh flitted aen«r 
hirimaginative ' brahi.^ 

THBfAimfim G:..G. {tpeakty 
Bndmg'tfansher plaini, another waa'OOBling^^ 
Of ooiinge impetent). and. deep wom<iq^{; 
Whose piteous decay, if that I had cunning, 
I would 'express her grieivona dasB^gOy 
Although tshe weseaJady of eKoelleDtpamitige,t 

a. Acta of the Privy Council, vol. vii^, p. 147.' Xhe paypieniafor 
her for these and other articles was as follows :— 

^Item, paid to John Stutt, the queen's tailor, by the king's war- 
rant, dated 12th April, Anno 32, for certain apparel by him boujj^t 
and made for Margaret Pole, late Countess of Salisbury, as appeareth 
bya bill in full payment of the same warrant the sum of IIZ. 16t. 4if 
-^Abcount'Book of Henry VIII. y Arundel MS, OT^fol. 185. 

^ Item, to Sir E^und Walsingham, Knight, lieutenant of th^ 
Tower of London, by the kingfs warrant, for the. board wages of a 
woman attending upon the late Countess of Samm, within the said 
Tower, by the space of 83' weeks, at l^d, per week, 6L 4«. Zd, And 
for her charges for one year and a half, 60s. ; and for the provision 
of other necessaries for the said late Countess, 66«. M, in full payr 
meat of the same warrant, 12^: 11«. 9d:''-Ibid. foL 186. 

^ The diet of Ma]:|;aret Pole, Henry Courtney, and Henry Pole, fon 
two months, from March 3l8t,32o, (1541) to May 22nd, 33^ (1641) 
cost 26/. .13«. 4d."— /6id. fol. 188. 

^ Singer's Edit, of Cavendish's Wolsey, vol. ii. p. 45. 
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Of the blood royal lineally descended, 

Yet by cruel Fortune at mischief she ended* 

CouNTBas OF Salisbubj. 
This matron her plaint began*in tlfis wise : 
Alas 1 (quoth she) age hath no more assurance 
Of. EortuneNs severityi whom she doth despise, 
Than hath lusty youth ; ail hangeth in her balance. 
Disposing as she will to favour or to mischance ; 
Which I. have felt, as well the one as the other. 
Although I' was the daughter of a kibg's brother. 

Leading thus my life according to mine estate, 
I was the more estemned for my grav« demeaaoiuv 
I banished always the'causB of riot and debate 
Oni of my hall, my chaniber, and^my bowear, 
With whom I had none acquaintance day nor hoar ; 
So tluKtmy sovereigD; for my- sad •disposition, 
Aflsigiied.maihe govenunctt and {pndsot dtreotioB. 

Of his indy -daughter; then p ri uce s a of this lirnd,^ 

Of ftoiinme virtues the* very sovereign fitewer'j 

The care then of whom rghtdly-took inhandi 

Td* govern and rule, as lady governor 

Of that sweet lady, I did my best ende«nmr,~ 

For-wHonr God- 1' did beseech - and 'pray 

Hurt lie would piesen f u her long -and many a day; 

Yet, at the hist, for all my sober life, 

The chance of fortune I could nowise resist,, 

Whose cruelty, mine honour, cruelly did de^irive, 

Andigave maan overthrow or ever I it wist.; 

With a frowning countenanee she struck. at< me herfist^ 

As though 'she had said, in words express, — 

Thon shalt not escape, this hand of. ccuelness* 

I'ssw no remedy; for death with his msee 
Gbve mechedc-materrl^d'to execution; 
Tfiere booted'no excuse, T could find no graor, 
1 -was'con^mned without exsminatioo ; 
Qt the-Flaatagenets list of that' generation^ 
Which btoe that name of old and'nobl^ f&me, 
S&me time esteemed, and now in worldly Nshame; 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Elizabeth^ Ikichess of Norfolk, to Lord Cromwell, 
A.D. 1539. 

[HISCBLL. LETTERS, Ist SEBIESy VOL. YJII. NO, 154. STATE PAPER 
OFFICE. Ort$Ft»a/.] 

*«* The Duke of Norfolk uras greatly embarrassed how to deal 
with his wife, and where to find a fitting asylum for her. At one 
time, when on the eve of a jonmey, he thus wrote to Cromwell, 
<< Furthermore, my lord, I require you by your wisdom to find the 
means my wife may sojourn in some honest place, and I shall help 
her with some other better living if she so do — and surely if she do 
not, and continue in her most fiilse and abominable lies and obstinacy 
against me, if God bring me home again, I shall not fSail, unless 
the king's highness command me the contrary, to lock her up. For 
J think the apparent false lies were never contrived by a wife of her 
husband that she doth daily increase of me."* 

He had made another fruitless attempt to obtain for her an asylum 
with her brother Stafford, an arrangement referred to by her in 
the following letter — but Stafford had declined the perilous charge 
in the following curious epistle : — • 

** Please it your grace to understand that this day I received your 
letter, whereby I perceive your grace's desire again concerning the 
taking of my lady your wife into my house. My lord, I had trusted 
that in my last letter I had laid such considerations to your grace, 
that you would never have required me more in that behalf, but 
now I perceive you would constnun me to speak further than I 
thought to have done, or else I must grant that that should be my 
utter undoing— which is to put your grace in remembrance of her 
accustomed wild language, which lieth not in my power to stop, 
whereby so great danger might ensue to me and all mine^ though I 
never deserved it* Wherefore, I beseech your grace to pardon me, 
though I think unkindness in your grace to desire that wherein your 
grace is assured by long experience, 1 can do no good, but pat me 

* MiscelUneous Letters, Ist series, voL vH. fol. 44. State Paper 
OflBce. 
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and mine in grea t jeopardy, as knows our Lord, who preserve your 
grace in honour , and send my lady a better mind. 

^ At my poor house besides Stafford, the 13th day of May. 
" Your grace's, to do you 

service or pleasure, 
" To the Duke of Norfolk's « Henry Stafford.. 

good grace, this be delivered." 

This proposition of a residence with Lord Stafford is alluded to by 
the duchess in the following letter. 



My very good lord, 

In my most loving wise that my heart can think, I 
recommend me unto you. The cause of my writing 
to your good lordship at this time is such ; I had a 
priest in my -house, the which was put to my service 
by Mistress Daniell, which was my old lady of Nor- 
folk's gentlewoman, and I have put away one of my 
servants for his ill rule, three days afore the first 
Sunday of Lent ; and my priest, Sir William, I sent 
him to the town upon my message, and when he 
came again to do me his message, then it fortimed I 
asked him, whether he would fast this Lent, and he 
answered me again, and said he had fasted this Lent 
ever since he was fourteen years of age; and now 
he would not fast this Lent, till he did see a new 
world. And I rebuked him for it, and asked him 
what he meant by that new world. Then he said 
he meant another way; and with that went his 
way, as Abram and Parker, my servants, can show 
your good lordship ; the which I pray you heart- 
fully give credence to them both, for they were 
by and heard the matter as well as I. Then I sent 

•' Miscellaneous Letters, Ist series, vol. iii. fol. 100. 
VOL. III. F 
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for the arcbde»oon of St. Alb^os,^ and Mr. Bowlett, 
and commanded him to the gaoL And here I have 
sent to your lordship, by the bearers hereof, a book 
that I had by diaaoe, whkh book is of juggling, the 
which he hath kept these three years, by his own 
confession, as my servant, Parker, can shew your 
lordship how I came by it, the which is too long to 
write to trouble your lordship withal. And I sent 
to Mr. Rowlett, to examine him in the gaol ; and sent 
for Mr. Conyngesby, because he was a justice of 
peace of that shire, to have the examination of him : 
what he meant by the new world, and for what intent 
lie kept that book, mieomdy for any priest to have ; 
and he could make them but a small answer. And so 
the jufirtices of peace oounselled me to Bead him to 
your lordship, and so I was minded. Before this time, 
I made Mm to be examined whether be would confess 
any more. Since he was in the gaol, he hath written 
a letter with his own hand, as Mr. Conynge^j ean 
fihew you. I pray your good lordi^ip to give credenoe 
to both my servants. I pray your lordship to take 
no displeasure with my rude writing, for I have no 
counsel but myself in writing of my letter. I have 
written to yon every thing of this matter ; and so I 
pray your good lordship so to accept it. 

I pray yon shew my husband the last letter that I 
sent to you, and to write me an answer, whereto I 
An& inist He sent me a word by Master Rowlett, 
since I send your lordship the l^^ter, that he would 
have me to sojourn^ with my brother Stafford, or my 

« ProbaUy Wffiiam E»t. * S ti g g e y ug in orig. 
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LordHuMey. I would not be in my Lord Gray's 
house, of all the houses that I know, an I were dis- 
posed to sojourn, as I am not My lord my husband 
have sent to me two years ago, by Mr. Rowlett, that 
I would not do. I knew wherefore my lord my 
husband would have me sojourn, to keep me barer 
than I am. He thinks^ then, that I should sojourn, 
which intent is to bring me to his purpose, and rule 
me ; as I am sure they shall not do, as long as I 
offend not the king's good grace in word nor deed. I 
am of age to rule myself, as I have done these five 
years, smee my lord my husband put me away. 
Seeing that my lord my husband reckoned me to 
be so unreasonable, it were better that I kept me 
away, and keep my own house still, and trouble no 
other body, as I am sure I should so. And so I pray 
your lordship tell him so. I know well at length, 
when I have sojourned awhile, then he will be angry 
with them. If they cannot bring their purpose about, 
he would hate them as much as I have known my 
lord my husband hath done other that hath both 
spoken and written in his cause, though I would not 
follow it ; and that he said' that they had given me 
ill counsel. But I haye letters to shew contrary. 
Therefore I pray you, my lord, take no displeasure 
with me, altJiough I have not followed your lordship's 
good counsel, and your letters, as touching my lord 
my husband for to come home again^ which I will 
never do during my life. No more unto your lordship 
at this time; but Jesu send you health and long life, 
and as much honour as I would have myself. 
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Written at Bedbome, the 3rd day of March. 

My lord, one special cause which I had forgotten, 

which put me most in dread, that my priest did say 

before my servants, when I had taken the book of 

juggling from him r he said he would not for nothing 

it should be known from whence* the book did come. 

By your most bounden during my life, 

E. Norfolk. 
To my especial good lord, 
Lord of Privy Seal, this 
letter be delivered with 
all speed. 

Endorsed 

«*Ao. xxxn»o 
« The Duchess of Norfolk.''^ 



LETTER XLIV.; 
Anne, Lady Conyers^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, F. XIII. ART. 175, FOL. 159. Original.} 

•,^* Lady Conyers was the daughter of Thomas Lord Dacres, of 
the uorth,<: and the widow of Christopher Lord Conyers, who died in 
the year 1538.<^ Her brother William Lord Dacres wrote to Lord 

* Thence in orig. 

^ The last letter in this series addressed to Cromwell is in the 
Cottonian MS., Titus, B. I. fol. 383, and is dated January 2% 1540, 
but it is principally a repetition of those here given. 

c Dugdale calls her the daughter of William Lord Dacres, bat he 
could not have a daughter nearly so old, besides which, in the letter 
named below, he distinctly speaks of her as his sister. 

^ WiUiam Cholmley writing to Richard Cromwell, on Monday, 
Sept. 16th, this year, requests leave from Lord Cromwell for Lord 
Conyers to come to town to consult the physicians about a severe 
quartan ague with which he was attacked. — ^Miscell. Letters, 3rd 
series, vol. ii. fol, 67. 
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Cromwell on the 3rd of February, 1539, entreating him to befriend 
his poor sbter, the Lady Conyers, who was coming up to be a suitor 
for herself and her children, since without aid she could not bring 
them up.* 



Right honourable and my singular good lord^ 

I humbly recommend me unto your good lordship 
with such like and most hearty thanks unto the same, 
as well for your manifold gratuities and goodness in 
sundry wise shewed to this bearer my son as for your 
kind and comfortable letters lately by your servant 
Thomas Baffurth, addressed to me a poor and deso- 
late widow, by the contents^ whereof I do perceive 
that the king's most gracious majesty hath committed 
the order and governance of my said son and his 
inheritance during his minority unto your lordship ; 
the which (is) surely much to my rejoice and comfort, 
having assured hope and confidence that, according to 
your accustomed inclination to pity and justice, you 
will favourably consider the good and rightful titles 
and interests of me and my poor younger children, 
whom my lord and late husband, whose soul almighty 
Jesu accept to his infinite mercy, hath as the execu-=' 
tors of his last will and testament charged with great 
debts, amounting unto as much or more than all his 
goods, specialties, and other moveables will discharge; 
the which insuflSciency of his goods, in respect of his 
debts, and also his two daughters and a younger son<^ 

* Miscell. Letters, 2nd series, vol ix. fol. 13. State Paper OflSce. 
^ Contynue in orig. 

° Elizabeth, afterwards marriedto George Place, Esq., of Walnaley ; 
Mary, to Sir Marmadake Constable ; and Leonard, who died young. 
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not being provided for or advanced to any surety of 
living by marriages or other policies, my said lord 
and late husband, foreseeing and considering three 
years past before his death in his communications, 
articles, and covenants of the marriage of his son and 
heir with my lord of Gumb6rland''s daughter, did 
always reserve liberty to order and direct the profits 
of a parcel of his inheritance, to supply the lack of his 
said goods and substance, for the purposes aforesaid, 
according whereunto, by deliberate advice of his 
friends, he made and executed certain assurance of 
parcill of his inheritance without cunning, collusion, or 
any other occasion, save only his urgent necessities, 
the copies of all which his deeds imd doings, with the 
true value both of his hereditaments and also of his 
goods and chattels, I have sent unto your lordship, 
of intent (that) as well his acts as his intent therein 
may be apparent unto you, most humbly beseeching 
your good lordship of your lawful £avour and further- 
ance in these premises, and farther that it will please 
your good lordship that I may be your fanner of my 
said son's lands, if it may like you, for the upholding 
of his houses and safeguard of his game, giving as 
much therefor as any other will, and finding sufficient 
surety for the same at your lordship^s pleasure. And 
also in the assignment of my poor living or dower, 
the which I am not able otherwise to recompense 
but with my continual prayers, whereof your lord- 
ship shall always be assured ; as knoweth the Holy 
Trinity, who send your good lordship long and 
prosperous continuance with much increase of 
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bonoor. From tlie castle of Skelton tins lOth day 
of Jul j^ 

By your most boundeD, 

AnnB COKTBRff. 



LETTER XLV. 

^7171^, Lady Conyers^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d. 1539. 

[hiscsll. LsnsRS, 2hd srues^ vol. th. vol. 13« rate paper 
OFFJCB. Oiigindl,^ 

Right honourable, and my most especial good lord, 

I humbly require your good lordship to have in 
your lordship's piteous rem^ubraaoes the poverty and 
great necessity of mo and my children, who, since the 
death of my lord and husband, whose soul God 
pardon, have had nothing to live upon, but as we 
have borrowed amongst our poor friends, and daily 
sundry of the creditors of my said lord my husband 
calls upon me for such debts as he was indebted unto 
them; the which I shall never be able to pay, unless 
I may be therein reKeved and holpen by the profits of 
such of my said husband's lands as he devised and 
assigned to that purpose, and for the preferment of 
his children. Most humbly beseeching your good 
lordship, having the premises in your piteous consider- 
ation, to direct unto me your lordship^s charitable 
order, as well in the assignment of my dower and 
living, as for the relief of my said poor children, and 
the payment of my said husband's debts, and not to 
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be displeased with me for my incessant clamour and 
suits to your lordship for the obtaining of the same. 
For surely, my lord, extreme poverty and necessity 
constrains me thereunto ; as knows our Lord God, 
who send your good lordship long and prosperous 
continuance in much honour. 

From Skelton, the 17th day of October. 
Your most bounden poor beadwoman, 

Anne Conyers. 

To tlie Bight Honourable my 
most singular good lord my 
Lord Privy Seal, this be 
delivered. 



LETTER XLVI. 



Margaret^ Marchioness Dowager of Dorset^ to Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[MISCBLL. LBTTEBS, 2ND SERIES, VOL. IZ. MO. 26. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. OriginaW^ 

*«* The date of the following letter seems to be 1539. On the 
10th of July, 1538, the young Mai*quis of Dorset, having just come 
of age, was put into possession of all bis lands.* The son, over 
whose interests the marchioness had so tenderly watched, iU repaid 
her cares when he arrived at years of maturity, and was continually 
endeavouring to wrest from her the jointure left her by her husband, 
and even her household furniture, when her old age and sickness 
should have entitled her to a large share of filial respect and 
deference. 



Jtfy very good lord, 

After my right hearty recommendations to your 
good lordship remembered. Where I lately received 

• Repert. Originalia, 30 Henry VIII. Addit. MS. 6365, fol. 76. 
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your loving and gentle letter concerning a reasonable 
end to be made by the lord chancellor and your 
lordship between my son Marquis and me ; my lord, 
notwithstanding that I know no such variance between 
him and me, but that we might end the same among 
ourselves, without troubling any other between us, 
yet undoubtedly I am no less glad to have our 
matters ended by the said lord chancellor and your 
lordship than my said son is, and especially by your 
lordship, who hath always borne so good heart 
towards my lord my late husband, whose soul Jesu 
pardon, that I doubt not you do now the same 
towards all his children indifferently. Which is right 
well approved by your goodness now shewed to my 
son Thomas^ for whom I most heartily thank your 
lordship; heartily requiring you to continue good 
lord and master unto him, and to call sharply on him 
for his diligent service towards you ; whereby your 
lordship shall do him more good than that little 
living left unto him by my lord his father shall 
be worth. 

My lord, there goeth many untrue and light 
reports of my unnatural and unkind dealing towards 
my son Marquis, much to my slander and rebuke, 
which trouble me not a little, considering how good 
mother I have always been towards him in heart and 
deed, and what pain and trouble I have sustained, 
and what bonds I have brought my friends into, 
since the death of my good lord his father, only for 
his commodity and wealth. Wherein I have this 
only comfort, that I know well neither your lordship, 
V 2 
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nor any other of inj lords of the kuig^s coimeil, of your 
great wisdom, ivill give credit to any sach lewd and 
false reports, till yoa have heard the answer thereof. 
Of truth, my lord, I never reckoned that little portion 
which my son Marquis, by the order of the laws of 
the realm, shall now enjoy, to be meet or sufficient 
to maintain his estate : wherefore I have always been, 
. and am at this present, contented to enlarge it with 
such part of the lands liable to the last will of my 
said lord my late husband, as the lord chancellor 
and your lordship shall think convenient, reserving 
always to myself my jointure and dower ; whereof I 
doubt not your lordships of your honours will in no 
wise minish or abate any part from me. Ajud as 
touching the valuations of my son Marquis^ lands, I 
know not but he hath as much thereof as I can help 
him unto. I have at this time sent unto my son 
Medley to make good search for such things as may 
do my said son Marquis any pleasure in the suit of 
his livery; and have also commanded my said son 
Medley to attend on your lordship with my counsel 
for the knowledge of your farther pleasure in these 
matters ; heartily beseeching you, my good lord, to 
give farther credence to my son Medley, this bearer, 
trusting verily that there shall be nothing determined 
in these things without mine assent thereto; beseech- 
ing, you, my lord, to be good lord unto me, a poor 
widow, in these matters, and in all other that I shall 
have to do with your lordship, as you have been 
always. As knoweth Almighty God, who send your 
good lordship good life and long, to his pleasure^ 
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Writtoi at Sir Richard Cfement's Moat, in Kent, the 
8ih day of Febmary* 

Your lordship^s asaared during my life, 

Maroabet Dobsbt. 
To my veiy good lord, 
my Lord of the Privy 
Seal. 



LETTER XLVIL 



Margarety Marchioness Dowager of Dorset^ to Lord 
CromwtlL 8th March, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[HISGBLL. LBTTBBS, 2MD SEBIES, T<MU DL. HO. 31. SVATB PAPBE OVFICB. 

Oriptflo/.] 

My very good lord. 

It may please you to be advertised that where it 
pleased your lordship to write for my son Marquis to 
come up for the determination of mine accompt, 
remaining yet undiscussed ; I heartily beseech you, 
my lord, if it may so stand with your pleasure, to 
take some good, order between him and me now 
at this time ; and if so be that, for the great and 
weighty causes of the king^s highness, your lordship 
cannot at this time be at leisure to have the hearing 
and to determine an end between us, my humble 
request is to you, my good lord, that the revenues of 
those lands which be liable to the wills of my late 
lord my husband, and my lady Cecil, my lord's 
mother, be no longer received by my son Marquis ; 
for he payeth no debts, neither to the king's highness 
nor no other. And every term I am importunately 
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called upon for them. Wherein I beseech your lord- 
ship to be good lord to me, a poor widow, that now, 
in my old age, I may live in some rest and quietness, 
which I am sure never to come to but through your 
lordship^s only help ; beseeching your lordship to give 
farther credence to this bearer ; for if I were in case 
able to ride or go, I would have given attendance 
upon you myself, but unfeignedly, my lord, I am so 
troubled divers ways I am not able to endure the 
pain of any labour. As knoweth Almighty God, who 
send your lordship good life and long, to his pleasure. 
— At Christchurch, my lord chancellor's house in 
London, the 8th day of March. 

Your lordship'^s assured to my power, 

Margaret Dorset.^ 
To my yery good lord, my 
Lord of the Privy Seal, 
be this given. 



LETTER XLVIIL 



Margaret^ Marchioness Dowaget of Dorset^ to 'Lord 
Cromwell, a.d. vers. 1539. 

[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, F. XIII. ART. 136, F. 121. HoloffTapH^I 

In the honour of our Lord''s passion, my lord, I 
beseech you to be my good lord, and consider me, 

*■ On the 18th of April, probably this same year, the marchi- 
oness wrote again to Cromwell from the Lord Chancellor's house, 
Btatuig that without his help, it would be impossible for her to 
comply with the Chancellor's requests, even in furnishing the first 
payment required from her. Miscellaneous Letters, 2nd series, 
vol. X. fol. 25. 
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a poor widow, how unkindly and extremely I am 
handled by my son Marquis, that I cannot be suffered 
to have mine own stuff out of mine own house. I 
think there is few mothers alive so handled by their 
children: wherefore I beseech you, my very good lord, 
for the love of Ood, cause my son to send down his 
letter to his servants that I may have my said stuff 
delivered ; for there lies all this while my servants 
and their men, vnth their carts and horses, which 
stands me in no little money. And much it will be 
to my rebuke and shame, if they should come and 
leave that behind them that they were sent for. My 
lord, if I had a loving child and a good obedient child 
of my son Marquis, as I have even clean the contrary, 
he would not strive with me for my stuff, nor nothing 
else that of right I ought to have, considering my 
years and sickness, with continual aches and pains. 
I know that he knows full well I have whereby it 
may well be perceived, that my time cannot be long 
to keep him from that thing that he ought to have — 
wherefore I eftsoons beseech you, my good lord, help 
me to this letter, with all the speed that may be, for 
their long tarrying there hinders me sore. My lord, 
I beseech you let me have justice at your hand, as 
you be a nobleman and a knight of the garter, so help 
me in my rights, and defend me, a poor vddow, 
agamst all them that would do me wrong, as your 
lordship is bounden by that noble order of the garter 
that you have received. My lord, I beseech you 
of pardon, how boldly or rudely soever I have written 
to you, for I assure you, my lord, this unkind hand- 
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fing of my son Marquis troubles me so^ that almost I 
wit never what I do nor what I say; but ever I fM^y 
you, my lord, help me that I take not this open 
rebuke and shame in the country at my son^s hand. 
And thus I take my leave of you, my very good lord, 
praying Almighty Grod to send your lordship good 
life and long. 

By your own assured to my power, 

Mabgabbt Dorset. 



LETTER XLIX. 
Elizabetky Lady Carew^ to Lord CroTMoeR. a.d. 1539. 

[hisceli* lbitess. 2nd series, vol. y. no. 142. stats papb& 
OFFICE. OriginaL'] 

*^* The Lady Carew was the daughter of Sir Francis and Lady 
Bryan, and the yife of Sir Nicholas Carew/ who long stood high in 
&yonr with Henry VIII., and also with Queen Anne Boleyn, to 
whom he was related by their mutual descent from Lord Hoo ; hat, 
being accused and foimd guilty of joining in the conspiracy of the 
Marquis of* Exeter, he was attainted by Act of Parliament and 
beheaded on Tower-hill, March 3rd, 1&39. Although he had ever 
been a zealous Papist, yet on his death, he exhorted the pec^le to 
read the Scriptures, declaring .his belief that the just judgments of 
God were thus inflicted upon him for his former hatred to the 
goi^l. 

His property having of course been all confiscated, his four children 
were left to Inherit nothing save a blighted name, and his widow 
without any possibility of providing for them. These circumstanees 
gave rise to the two following letters from herself and her mother. 



In the most humblest wise I beseech your lordsiup 
to be good lord to me and my poor children, to be a 
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mediator unto the king's grace for me, for my living 
and my children's; and that your lordship would 
speak to his grace, that I may enjoy that which his 
grace gave.me, which is Bletehingly and Wallington, 
trusting that his grace will not give it from me. And 
I humbly desire your good lordship to q>eak a good 
word to his grace for me, that I may enjoy it accord- 
ing to his grace's grant. And, to advertise your lord- 
ship, I have but twenty pounds more of my husband's 
lands, which is a small jointure ; and if he had not 
offended the king's grace and his laws, I should have 
had an honest living, which should have been the 
third part of his lands ; but now I cannot claim that, 
by reason that he is attainted. I trust his grace will 
be good to me and my poor children, to reward me 
with some part of it. Also, I humbly pray your 
good lordship to speak to his grace to give me the 
lands in Sussex, which is in value six score pound 
and ten, to that that I have by his grace and my 
husband, altogether amounteth a little above three 
hundred marks, the which I ensure your lordship I 
cannot live honestly under. All that I have had in 
my life hath been of his grace, and I trust that his 
grace will not see me lack ; but whatsoever his grace 
or your lordship shall appoint me, I both must and 
will be content* I pray your lordship not to be mis- 
content with me for this my bold writing, to put your 
lordship to so great trouble and pains, f And for your 
lordship's aid, help, and furtherance in this my suit, 
you bind me and my children to pray for your lord- 
ship, and to have our poor hearts and siervices during 
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our lives. And thus the Holy Ghost have you in his 
keeping, and send you long prosperous life. 

Written at Wallington, the 11th day of March, 
By your poor beadwoman, 

Elizabeth Cabew. 
To the Right Honourable and 
her especial and singular 
good lord, the Lord Privy 
Seal. 

Endorsed 

<« Ao. xxx«. 
** The Lady Carew, Sir Nicholas Carew's 
lady for the relief of her children." 



LETTER L. 
Margaret^ Lady Bryan^ to Lord Cromwell, a.d, 1539. 

[UISCELL. LETTEBS, IST SERIES, VOL. Xlt. NO. 125. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Holograph,^ 

Jesus. 
Pleaseth your lordship to understand that, blessed 
be JesU) my lord prince's grace is in good health and 
merry, as would to God the king^s grace and your 
lordship had seen him yesternight; for his grace was 
marvellous pleasantly disposed. The minstrels played, 
and his grace danced and played so wantonly that he 
could not stand still, and was as full of pretty toys as 
ever I saw child in my life ; as Master Chamberlain 
and my lady his wife can shew your lordship when 
they speak with you, whom I assure your lordship 
giveth as good and diligent attendance as is possible. 
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My lord, I most humbly thank your good lord- 
ship for the great goodness you shew upon my poor 
daughter Carew, which bindeth me to owe you my 
true heart and faithful service while I live- She send- 
eth me word that it is the king^s pleasure she shall 
have lands in Sussex, which is to the value of six 
score pounds, and somewhat above, which I heartily 
thank his grace and your lordship for ; but, good my 
lord, there is never a house on it that she can lie in. 
Wherefore, an it would please the king's grace, of his 
most gracious and charitable goodness, to let her 
have that his grace hath appointed now, and Ble- 
chingly, which his grace gave her without desiring of 
her part, which grieveth her sore to forego it. And 
if it will please his grace to let her have those two, 
to her and to her heirs males, she shall be the most 
bound to his grace that ever was woman ; for then 
I trust she shall be able to live and pray for the pros- 
perous life of his grace and all his, and you, my good 
lord, and somewhat to comfort her poor children 
withal, which hath no succour but of the king^s grace 
and you, my good lord, most tenderly beseeching 
your good lordship of your goodness now to comfort 
two troubled hearts; for, my lord, unfeignedly you 
have, and shall have our true prayers and hearty 
service during our lives. Alas ! my lord, nothing 
have I to comfort her withal, as your lordship knoweth 
what case I am in, but only to sue to your lordship 
for her and hers, which I, being her mother, and she 
being so kind a child to me as she hath been, I cannot 
for pity do no less. My lord, next the king's grace, 
m your lordship is all our trust, or else I durst not 
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be SO bold to trouble yoa with these matters ; be- 
seeching yon, my good lord, take no displeasure with 
me that I so do. I assure your lordship she liveth 
not (that) can worse help herself, than she can ; Ae 
hath not been used to strait living ; and if (she) 
should now begin, I shall soon be rid of her, which 
would sore grieve me now in my old days; for she 
hath .been a kind child to me in aD my troubles, and 
glad I would be to comfort her, if it lie in my power. 
Beseeching Jesu, that all my trust is in, to put it in 
the king^s grace's mind to pity her and her poor ehit- 
dren; trusting to Jesu, through the hdp of your 
good lordship, his grace will grant her this desire. 
My lord, I fear me the king's grace will think that 
she hath no mind to sue to his grace, nor I neither. 
My lord, I would fain write to his grace for her, but I 
will do nothing without yotu- advice, and that I may 
know is your pleasure and advice, that will I do un- 
feignedly. I assure you, my lord, her only trust is 
that the king'^s grace will be good lord to Iter ; be- 
seeching you, my lord, to have my pitiful desire in 
your hearty remembrance ; praying Jesnf send your 
lordship as much hearty joy and comfort as your 
noble heart can desire. 

From Hunsdon, with the ill hand of 
Your true beadwoman and faithful servant, 

Maboabst Bbtan. 

To the Right Noble and my very singular 
good lord, my Lord Privy Seal's good 
lordahip^ be this delivered. 
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LETTER LI. 

Elinor^ Countess of Rutland^ to Lady Lislg. 
A.D. vers. 1539. 

[USU FAFSBS, Tot- Zill. NO. 84. STATE PAPXX 07FICK. OrtfinmL 

MutUaied by dampJ] 

Bight iKmauKable and my singular good lady^ 

In our most hearty manner my lord and I have us 
recommended unto your good ladyship, signifying the 
same that I have received your kind letters with my 
stuff which you had at Calais,* by the hands of your 
servant this bearer. And, good madam, if I can or 
may do you any pleasure hereafter in such like or 
semblable pleasure or otherwise, I assure you you 
shall be well assured thereof at all times, and so I 
pray you to trust in me accordingly. Also I have 
received from your good ladyship two tuns of wine 
and two barrels of herrings : wherein you have done 
unto me right singular pleasure ; for I could have 
none good in these parts for any money. Wherefore 
I beseech your good ladyship to send me word, by the 
first that Cometh^ of the prices thereof, that I may 
pay you therefor ; for, good madam, I must be bold 
unto you hereafter to put you to pain to help me for 
my money in like case, or else I ca,n[not tell] how to 
be holpen in such tlungs. [Notwithstanding if ] you 
will not send me the prices that I may pay you, 
then I cannot nor will not be bold upon you to put 
you to pain hereafter. Mistress Catherine, your 
* Lent ior the cbriat^ning of Lady Lisle's hoped-for son. 
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daughter, is in good health, who I assure you is of 
gentle demeanour, and well doth use herself in every 
thing, much to your comfort. As knoweth our Lord 
who ever have your good ladyship in his blessed 
keeping. Written at Enfield the 24th day of January. 
Madam, my lord and I both beseech you to have us 
in our heartiest manner recommended unto my good 
lord, your husband, and in like manner unto my 
good Lady Clinton. 

By yours ever to her power, 

Elinor Rutland* 

Madam, whereas my lord spake unto your servant 
Corbet to move my lord your husband that, when any 
room fell void within Calais, that my lord might have 
it for a servant of his ; wherein I beseech your good 
ladyship to have the same in your good remembrance 
that by your good means my lord may have the same 
when any such next falleth : wherein you shall do my 
lord right singular pleasure and me both. 

To the Right Honourable and 
my singular good lady my • 

Lady Lisle, her good ladyship. 



LETTER LIL 

Catherine Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

[lisle papebs, yol. I. NO. 120. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OviginoLl 

*«* It has already been observed that Catherine Basset, on her 
arrival in England, was received by Lady Rutland, who was then in 
attendance upon Queen Jane Seymour, and that, on the death of that 
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qneen, she received her into her own house, nntil some opening for her 
promotion should occur*. Of this reception, the following notice 
oceuxs in a letter addressed to Lady Lisle by one of her English cor- 
respondentSy* dated London, Nov. 10th. 

'^ The cause of my writing your ladyship is to certify you that, at 
the sight of my lord's letter to my lord of Rutiand, and your letter to 
my lady, and when Ishewedmylady of Rutland what promise she made 
unto me the last year, then she was contented to take Mrs. Catherine 
and said she should be no worse unto her than if she were her own. 
My lady of Rutland haye commanded me to tarry and to come back 
again to Hampton Court, and so to wait upon Mistress Catherine and 
to bring her to her house, for because she hath but a few servants 
there* My lady herself, and all the ladies must ride to Windsor to 
the burial (of Jane Seymour), and so from thence to come to London. 
She would have taken Mistress Catherine with her, but that she had 
no mourning gown." 

Catherine sometimes resided in town, and sometimes at Belvoir, 
the country seat of the Earl of Rutland, always accompanying her 
patroness, who became much attached to her,^ and took a maternal 
interest in all her arrangements. Of this, and of Catherine's good 
behaviour, the following extract from a letter written on October 
14th, 1538, affords proof.^^ After speaking of the efforts made for 
her preferment, Husee adds, ** My Lady Rutland will in no wise 
have her a satin gown, but only a gown of tawney chamlet, with 
velvet of the same colour turned up, and a kirtie of white taffeta, 
a pair of sleeves of white satin, a frontlet of crimson velvet 
lined with crimson satin, an ouch of gold for her collar and 
sleeves, and a French, white partlet, the which she shall have against 
Christmas. I have delivered her an angel besides the half-angel your 
ladyship sent^ her, for she made her moan unto me, so that if she 
would had more I would have delivered it her. I assure your 
ladyship she behaveth herself very well, and is beloved of young and 
old. Farther, she willed me to know your ladyship's pleasure, what 
new year's gifts she shall give my Lady Rutland, and also what 
other things she shall give the gentlewomen and others in the house." 

In the spring of 1539, Catherine attended the daughter of her 
patroness, the Lady Gertrude Manners, on her marriage with George, 
Lord Talbot, son and heir of Francis, Earl of Shrewsbury, which 

* Edward Corbet, Lisle Papers, vol. x. art. 77. 
^ Lisle Papers, vol. xi. art. 41, 61. 
« Ibid. art. 43. 
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took fiftee on Toesda^ry A^ril \i!9&L, Her biideauud xobee <m this 
oeeasion were of white daaaMik and oaraatioii velyet/ 

About this time, a mateb was in agitation for Gathraine lierself . 
Sir Edward Baynton was, like a prudoit iaiker, making prrnite 
inqniries of Husee, as to the probable amount of Catherine's fortune, 
with a view of marrying her to his son and heir, who would ulti- 
mately haTO a fortune of 1,000 marks a year. This Husee imparted 
under ^ henedkUe^ that is with the seereey of confessional, to Lady 
Lisle,^ informing her that he had replied that he thought her fortune 
would be 300 marks, but hoping ILady Lisle would make it up 500, 
in which case, he thought the marriage could be aecomplidied. One 
hundred marks was the portion assigned to his daughter by Sir John 
Basset, and, probably. Lady Lisle was unable so far to advance upon 
it as to pay liie stipulated sum, ior the marriage did not take 
place. 

Lady Rutland, who was about to retire from town again, in pvepap 
ration for her expected aeeouehementt wrote an earnest letter to Lady 
Lisle, intreating her to permit Catherine, who was, she assured her, 
" an honest gentlewoman whom erery body liked," to go with her to 
BdYoir.^ Tfatt request was complied wi&; and from Belvmr, 
Catibierine wrote iStte foHowtng letter. 



Jesus. 
Madam, 

After my most humble manner, my duty done to 

your ladyship, I desire you of your daily blessing, 

very glad to hear that your ladyship is in good health. 

Madam, as for news here there is none, but that my 

lady is brought to bed, and delivered of a daughter, 

whose name is my Lady Catherine, after the Duchess 

of SufS3lk. And I have been very desirous to hear 

* Lisle Papers, art. 61, 62. The date of the marriage is asoartaiaed 
by tilie mentioB of the creation of liord Bussell and Sir W. Kingston 
as Knights of the Garter ; which took place on April 23rd, 1539. 
—Ibid. art. 84. 

^ Ibid. Yol. xii. fol 46. 

« Ibid. yol. xiii. art. 83. 
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from your ladyship, thinking it very long since I heard 
fr(Mn your ladyship ; but that now Mr. Hall came 
this way and informed me how that your ladyship was 
in good health, which was to my singular comfort ; 
but my trust is that my lord and lady will come about 
Michaelmas or soon after> to Lond<H], at what time I 
trust more often to hear from your ladyship ; beseech- 
ing your ladyship I may be humbly commended to my 
lord. And thus our Lord have you in his keeping. 
Written the 24th day of July from Belvoir Castle, 
From your humble daughter, 

Catherine Basset. 
To my Bight Honourably 

lady and mother, my 

Lady Lide, Ibe this de. 

lirered. 



LETTER LIII. 

Hmwr^ Visoounieu Lisle^ to tike Earl of Hertford. 
A.D, 1539. 

[MI80ELL. LETTERS, 3b1> SERIES, TOL. ITI. STATE PAPEB 07F1CB. 

Ori^tfio/.] 

*»* When Lady Rutland was leaying town. Lady Lisle widied 
to anmnge for the transfer of Catfiefinie frcwi her guardiaiisfalp 
to that of the Countess of Hertford ; hut she was dissuaded from 
this scheme by the request of Lord and Lady Rutland to be per- 
mitted to heep Catherine, and also by the earnestly expressed 
mhes of 4lie yovDg lady herself to be allowed to remain where 
she was ; one reason for her preference being that, should ^she 
enter the service of Lady Hertford, she knew that lady would 
treat her merely as ene ef her own women, whereas Lady Rutland 
placed her in a higher position, as the daughter of a friend.* liady 

* Husee to Lady Lisle, yol. iv. art. 62. 
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Lisle therefore wrote the foUowiog letter^ expressing the change 
in her views. The bird mentioned was one sent by her as a 
present to the earl, but which, through the carelessness of his 
servants, had been destroyed by a cat.* Lord Hertford answered 
the present letter on the 28th of May, saying, how gladly he and 
his wife would have received CSatherine, acknowledging the receipt of 
the bird, and congratulating her ladyship on the birth of Lady 
Frances Basset's child.^ 



My very good lord, 

In my right hearty manner I commend me unto 
your lordship and my good lady your wife, thanking 
you for your gentle letter unto me sent, whereby I 
perceive your lordship'^s goodness towards me and my 
daughter, in that it would please you to accept her 
into your house ; for the which I do thank your lord- 
ship, and acknowledge myself no less bound unto you 
than if she had waited on my lady your wife. Never- 
theless my lord of Rutland and my lady have by their 
letters desired that she may continue with them still, 
and even so my said daughter is willing and desirous 
to wait on her ladyship still, wherefore I am very loth 
to take her from thence. Howbeit you and my good 
lady have won my poor heart while I live. My lord, 
I am sorry that the bird which was given you mis- 
chanced ; nevertheless I do send you mine own bird, 
which I know is the best in all this town ; it shall be 
long ere (I) be mistress of such another ; notwith- 
standing I think it in my heart well bestowed ; and 
so would I not do to never a lord in England, the 
king except. I doubt not but the stool that I gave 
to your lordship is come to you before this time> which 

* Lord Hertford to Lady Lisle, vol xi. art 19. 
^ Ibid. art. 16. 
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was at the beginning very simple, to stand in your 
house, and now I fear by the carriage it is much 
worse ; for the which I am not a little sorry. My 
good lord, if there be any thing in these parts wherein 
I may do your lordship pleasure, I beseech you write 
to me your mind, and I shall right gladly, as much 
as in me may lie, endeavour myself to accomplish the 
same. My lord has him right heartily commended 
unto your lordship and my good lady your wife. My 
lord, if I durst be so bold to desire your lordship to 
make my hearty commendations unto good Mistresd* 
Stourton, my LadyPage, and Mistress Fitzherbert. 
And thus I bid your good lordship most heartily fare* 
well : beseeching our Lord to send you long life with 
increase of honour. From Calais, the 10th day of 
May, 

By her that shall be glad to do you such pleasure 
as may lie in her power, 

Honor Lisle, 

To. the Bight Honourable and 
my yery good lord the Earl 
of Hertford's good lordship. 



LETTER LIV. 

Felicia Hertford to Lady Lisle, 

[lisle papbbs, yol. XI. FOL. 18. STATB PAPER OFFICE. OriffiuaL'] 

Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

I humbly commend (me) unto your good ladyship, 
beseeching Almighty God to preserve you with as 

VOL. III. G 
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mueh good health, long Ufe, and faoDoar^ as your most 
ooUe and ge&lle heart can desire^ 

MadaiD) I hare many thanks to gire yon for the 
manifold goodness that I haye found in your good 
ladysUp when I was your poor neighboor, lying at 
the Blaekfriars in London; for that it did please you 
of yooBt goodness to hmre me often in yonr moat 
hoAowraUe company, the whidi goodness of you hath 
boimil ma to bear you my fiuthful heart and seriioe, 
that is m my little power, and to beat your ladysh^'s 



FnrtheroKNrey I advertise yonr ladyship that I do 
hear say in what ease your ladysh^ is m concerning 
the estate oi your body, which I know your ladydbi^ 
18 not so much in comfort as you hoped in God to 
have been. Madam, I trust your great virtue mil 
put all heaviness from your heart ; and^ though it hath 
thus chanced, your ladyship is not the first, bnt many 
more before you; and I myself have been in such case 
as your ladyship is now, and was so two years and 
more, with many great pains and torments ; and yet 
I thank God I am as whole and as well in my body 
as any woman is. If I were with your ladyship, I 
assure you I could advertise your ladyship farther in 
this thing than many other women, and what remedy 
I had for it. Wherefore I beseech your ladyship to 
be of good comfort, and, by my faith, if I wist that 
my coming to your ladyship might do yon any plea- 
sure, I will be at your ladyship's commandment, if it 
please yonr ladyship to send for me, and IommI my 
husband a l^ter. I know well he will give m 
to wait upon your ladyship. 
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And tiuw, Madam, I reaain all yours, pvaykig to 

Alalgi^j (Ood) to kavo yo^ m hU keepiag. 

Vrom London^ tlw Idth day of Deoember* 

By your assured and faityiil womssif 

FsLiciA Hebtfobd* 

To th« B%l4;H^]MNffab^«il4L 
my sinjpilar good Lady Lisle, 
tins l»e ditliTeittl 



LETTER LV. 

McmgaiFet^ Lady QrtnmUk,^ ta Lady Lide^ 
A.D. Yors. 1&39. 

[USLB PAPEBS, TOL. X. KO. 109. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. Original. J 

*«• MaxfSfoetj Lady Grenyi^e, or Greofyld, aa she signed keneUt. 
thoae names being indifferently used, was the wife of Lady Lisle's 
only tootbeoiv Sir Roger GreaTille. The afiaBioDS, in tbe present letter, 
to the cal«KiitieB impen4in|; over Lady Lisle are in^spUcable, vtifim 
we suppose that it was written in 1539, and that some symptoi9S of 
the ap|>roaching disgrace of Lord Lisle were already discernible. 
Tbia vas tke eoly nlsfotane from which Honor is reoorded to have 
mffered, excepting occ^niopaal ill health, and the i^rwrtnttiov of her- 
hopes, in reference to the birth of her infant, to neither of which the- 
huigvage of the present letter seems applicable. 

The LislQ Fayers* ooolain two oAher affeotionate letters from- 
Mtif^ifet Grfsnv^e (0 J^dj Lisle. 



Bilgbt honourable and my good lady» 

As hoar^y as my poor heart oan tbiuk> I vwwh 
mend me umto your ladydiip, desiring always to bear 

• Vol, X. K<vk UO, lU. 
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of your good welfare. And I received your letter 
by Elizabeth Stekelne,. which is your beadwoman; 
wherein you write me marvellous things to hear. 
Good madam^ take you no thought for nothing 
worldly of this transitory world ; for I trust you have 
love of God. It is a good token, for you have the 
love of the people as much as any woman that ever I 
heard of. Wherefore, good lady, be you joyful in our 
Lord, and no doubt He will send you comfort. Also 
it is a token of the love of God, where He sendeth 
trouble to any person, and specially to them that be 
good. It is no need to counsel you to take patience. 
Good madam, I am sorry that you should have any 
grief, for I know you of old, for you would none 
trouble to no living creature. I cannot now write 
you all my mind ; wherefore I am sorry. We heard 
here that my lord and you would come into these 
parts. I and many other would be right glad if it 
might so be ; I pray Jesu send you well into these 
parts. Surely I am your daily beadswoman, and I 
pray as heartily for you as for mine own mother. I 
have sent you with this letter two pair of sleeves, not 
490 fine as I would ; hereafter I trust to provide better 
for you. As for cloth of such breadth as you wrote 
me for, I can not get none here ; it is made in Bre- 
tagne ;a and if I can get any for you, I will essay and 
do my best in that and in any other thing that may* 
lie in me, my life during ; as knoweth our Lord, who 
send you as much heart's ease to His pleasure 

• Brettayn. 
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as your heart can desire, and that is my daily 
prayer. 

Written on Holy Rood even,* hy yours, heart and 
body> 

Margabbt Gbenyille. 

For the love of Jesu, good madam, be you merry ; 
that shall make you to live long, and also be great 
gladness to your friends. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singular good lady my Lady 
Lisle^ at Calais, this be delivered 
with speed. 



LETTER LVI. 

Maud, Lady Grenvitte^ to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[usLB PAPERS^ YOL. X. NO. 108. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Original,'} 

%* Sir Richard Grenville, Lady Lisle's nephew, was frequently 
in attendance at the court of Henry YIII., in which he probably 
held some inferior official situation. Both he and his wife were 
anxious to keep up intimacy with a relation so far raised above them 
in rank as the Viscountess Lisle, and they paid great attentions to 
her daughters, who were in England. Writing to Lord Lisle,^ Sir 
Biehard Grenville requests him to inform his lady, ^ that my cousin 
Anne (Basset) was very merry, and that I was so bold to bring her 
to my wife, whose bedfellow she was a four or five nights, while I 
was in the court, but first I went and saw her in her lodgings with 
Mistress Mewtas, who is a very good gentlewoman and sheweth her 
great kindness." 

After my bounden duty to your good ladyship, 
this shall be to advertise you that I have received 

• September 13th« ^ Lisle Papers^ vol. iii. art 107. 
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your letter m I was with my Lord Russell^^ and did 

your recommendation to my husband, and to a great 

number of your ladydi^^s kin, which did not a little 

rejoice that it would please your good ladysUp to 

have in your remembrance such poor folks as we, 

your poor kin; and I and my husband, and all our 

kin, hath them humbly recommended unto you, and 

to my good lord, and hath often times drunken to 

you; and I promise you, so hath done my Lord 

Russell and my lady his wife, which did much rejoice 

to hear of my lord and you. Also, I was never so 

gently entertained in my life as I have been with 

him ; and I promise you all our kin would be much 

joyful an they might hear of your coming into this 

country, if it might stand with your pleasure. And 

if you were here abiding, my husband would be better 

entreated to remain in these parts. Moreover, I 

shall humbly desire your good ladyship to have me 

recommended to all my good cousins, my Lady 

Clinton, my Lady Oray, my Lady Carew, my Lady 

Renslee, an she be there, with all other good ladies 

and gentlewomen; and this as your poor woman, 

^ioh doth not a little rejoice of your kind letter. 

T^ius I bid you fkre well, and shall pray to God to 

increase you in much honour. 

Writ at Stow, the last day of August, 

By your assured niece, 

Maud Grenville. 
To the Bight Honourahle and my 
Bmgular good lady my Lady 
Lisle, be this deliyerod with 
i^eed. 

• Six John lUiBseU wm 6lre»tod a baron 9th March, 1539. 
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LETTER LVII; 
Jam^ Lady Rinpky, k> Lady Lisle. a.1i. yecB. 1539. 

[USLB TAPEBS, YOL. X. NO. 64. STATE PAPBB OFFICE. OHptMLJ 

*«* Sir Edward Rmgley seems to have occupied the post of 
secretary to Lotd Lisle^'bat for some tmknown reason his wife 
mided prindpaUy In Engluid, tiions^ not wi&oat apprehensions 
that Lady Banister wonldjsteal away tiie affections of her absent 
lord— a punishment she well deserved for the confession that he had 
only ihe third place in her heart ; the first being occupied by 
*^ lllaster Marshall," and the second by Lady Lisle 1 



Right hofnourable and my singular good lady, 

After all due recommendations, I have ifke heartily 
reconmiended unto your good ladyship, evermore 
thanking you of your manifold kindness towards 
me at all times. Madam, pleaseth you to be adver- 
tised that I received your beads of coral> with a heart 
of gold, which was to me a great comfort, I knowing 
that you loved them so well, for you were wont to 
wear them about your arm. And madam, by him 
that I love best, and your ladyship next, I sent you 
jour said tokens again ; which bringer of your said 
tokens I heartily pray your ladyship to cherish and 
make nmeh of now in my absence, called Master 
Marshall by name. Madam, I beseech you that I 
may, with the most part of my heart, be recom- 
mended unto jny singular good lord deputy, and that 
done I pray you that I may be recommended to 
tny Lady Clinton, and to my Lady Banister, and to 
all the young genitlewomen pertaining unto your lady- 
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ship there ; also to my husband, Mr. Secretary. 
And I put you, madam, in trust to see that my 
Lady Banister have not all the love away, I being 
not present there ; wherefore I pray you, madam^ to 
(be) a mean in it, and that I be not all forgotten 
in Calais. Madam, I have sent your ladyship a ring 
of gold, with a flat stone, a diamond, which I pray 
you Madam well to accept, by Perres, my servant, 
which shall be married as on Sunday come seven 
night. And thus the Holy Ghost have your ladyship 
in his keeping. 

From my poor house at Knolton, the 18th day 
of May, by your poor beadwoman, whilst life in h&t 
remaineth, to her little power. 

Jane Ringley* 

To the Eight Honourable my 
Lady Lisle^ in Calais. 



LETTER LVIII. 

Ja7ie^ Lady Bxngley^ to Lady Lisk. A.n. vers* 1539» 

[lisle PAPEBSy VOL. xiii. NO. 90. STATE PAPER OFFICE. OriginolS^ 

Right honourable and my singular good lady, 

I have me as heartily commended unto you as 
lieart can think, and so I desire your good ladyship 
that I may be to my good lord deputy. Madam, I 
had well trusted to have seen you within a month or 
Jive weeks after Bartholomew-tide, but, mine own good 
lady, often times man purposeth and God disposetlu 
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Also, madam, tho truth is, there shall be a right 
worshipful gentleman, and very good, that shall exe- 
cute my bedfellow's room that was;* which I trust 
shall be a great comfort unto your ladyship. And 
madam, though my body be far from you, yet my 
heart is with you, and my poor prayer, as so shall be 
as long as my life lasteth. Moreover, madam, I 
heartily pray you that if I may do your ladyship any 
service on this side the sea, that you, my good lady, 
will and command me as your own servant, and I 
trust you shall never find in me to the contrary. 
Madam, I shall send you, by my bedfellow, your 
good and loving tokens. Madam, I pray you that I 
may heartily be recommended to my Lady Clinton, 
and to Mr. Secretary, and my Lady Banister, and 
to all them that loveth you« And thus, my good 
lady, fare you as well as heart and mind think. 

From Sandwich, the 10th day of August. 

By your own poor beadwoman, 

Jane Ringley.^ 
To the Right Honourable my 
good Lady Lisle, in Calais. 

• This phrase, though so worded as to seem to intimate the deatbr 
of Lady Ringley's husband, cannot mean more than that he had 
resigned his office, since Lady Lisle mentions him as liying in a sub- 
sequent letter, written in September, 1539, and tlie present letter 
cannot be dated later than 1539, since the Lisle Correspondence 
closes early in 1540. 

^ There are in Lisle Papers, vol. xiii. art. 86, 89, two other letters 
from Lady Ringley, both dated from Sandwich, expresslye of regard, 
exchanging tokens, &c., presenting capons, cheese, &c. 
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LETTER LIX. 

H(mor^ Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1539. 

j;iJ8LI PAPKBfl, VOL. I. VO. 71. aiHTB PAPBB OFFICE. On^o/.] 

%* In the automii of 1530 Lofd LUe vilitetMled Fredecie of 
•BavarUy Count Palatine, or Palsgiaye of the Rhine^ from Calais, 
where the Palsgraye had spent some time as his guest, on his way to 
finglaad, to visit King H«niy VIII. The objeot of the Visooont^ 
visit «rS8 to prMnote by peanmial influsnoe his own interests wMi 
Henry VIII./ especially in reference to the increase of his annuity. 
Both his wife and friends were very fearful lest his easy temper should 
indnee hhn to yield too easy credence to mere promises^ and not 
■oxetrt himself to the aooompUAhmsnt of his objeet— a danger agaitatt 
which he is frequently warned, since, if this opportunity were lost, 
another equally &vourable might not recur.^ 
On his arrival at Dover, on September 13th, he wrote to infom 

Jus wife of his safety, adding that he was not a little proud of Mng 
60 good a seaman, since he had not been at all sick during the pas* 
fiBge.« ^he following day, Sunday September 14th, he ^rrote from 

> Canterhmryt vsqvestiag her to send hhn the ftin of his tawny vnhrat 
gown, and a flagon of walnut water,** which the Palsgrave had left 
behind. On the 17th, having reached London,* he became very 

..anxious for the anival of the anbles, *which he wished to wear on his 
appeanmoe at the oontt, then at Windsor, and wrote ' to urge the 
immediate despatch of them, of some French wines, if any ean be 

. obtained, and of some walnut water to cure his hostess, Lady Ifonis, 

•of sore eyes.' To these requests the following letters contain the 

«eply. 

• In Cotton. MS. TitUB, B. I. fol. 39, is a letter from WrloliMMley 
and othOfs, hi referenoe to the r o o e ptf en of the Palsgrave and Losd 
Lisle. 

i> Husee to Lady Lisle, vol. xii. fol. 73,87. 

< Lisle Papers, vol. i a»t. 30. * IM. ni. 8. 

« Hall gives the 16th 4ns the day of the Palsgrave's arrival at 
Dover, and the 18ih at London, foL 237 b. See State Papers, vol i« 
p. 616. 

' Lisle Papers, vol. i. art 22. 

9 Doubtless the wife of Sir Christopher Morris, at whose house 
Lady Lisle was to have been entertained the previous year. 
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€k>od jnnreet lieart, 

These Bhall ngmfy unto you that, aince the receipt 
of your last letter, I have not had a little study to devise 
howto accomplish your pleasure and commandment 
in making provision for v^ine for you. I had devised 
to send to Abbeyille^ and also to St. Omers, because 
I urould be in assurance to furnish your request, and 
yet I took much thought for that it should be long 
^ere I should attain the same and get it hither. How^ 
beit, Ood have released all that my care, and have 
aent by this haven two ships laden vnth French wine, 
whereof the one came into the haven and tarried here 
Imt one tide ; nevertheless I found such provision that 
I had two pieces of the best could be chosen in that 
fillip ; wherein John Owghters have taken pain and 
done his diligence to do you pleasure, and^ as he have 
idiewed me, it will be good wine. I have paid for the 
same 14 crowns, and do send it unto you by Kirby. 
It cost me after 21 crowns the tun, and 1 have no 
little grudge in the town, because I gave so much, for 
there was other wine brought hither which was sold 
"for 17 crowns, but it was not like this. And I had 
much pain to get this for that price, for the said ship 
would not unlade any of their wines here, but did 
depart immediately. ' 

Also I sent unto you by Nicholas Eyres, partridges ; 
and now eftsoons I do send you a pasty of partridge, 
and a crane, baken: praying you with my humble 
commendations to present the Palsgrave with one of 
them, which shall be your pleasure. 

I trust your sables, before the receipt hereof, be 
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come to your hands, being very sorry that they came 
not erst ; but I assure you the weather was such here 
that we could have no passage. Good my lord, 
whereas in my former letters I have written to you 
that you should write to me with your own hand, 
whereof two lines should be more comfort to me than 
% hundred of another man's hand ; my meaning therein 
is not to require of you to take so much pain as to 
write to me of your own hand, in or for all your 
business or necessary affairs, but only at your own 
jpleasure of such secret things as it shall please you to 
advertise me of, and, at your convenient leisure, to 
signify unto me part of your gentle heart ; which 
unto me shall be most rejoice and comfort. I think 
there is no woman living have thought the time of her 
husband's absence longer than I have done yours; 
and so shall continue unto your return and our meeting. 
Also, I think very long till I may hear that you have 
been with the king's majesty, trusting then to hear 
some good news, which I pray God may be shortly; 
beseeching you now so to use and behave yourself 
towards his majesty that it may be for the increase 
of your honour and profit. For now is your time or 
never. Wherefore, now eftsoons, yet I entirely be* 
seech you to have good respect, trusting to yourself 
and considering what case you be in ; for if remedy 
and redress be not now had, I know not when it 
will be. I would gladly send over the steward to 
make provision for beefs for your house at this Michael- 
mas time, as I knew you might provide him of any 
money. Wherefore, of your pleasm'e in that behalf, 
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I pray you advertise me by the next that cometh. 
How I have been ordered and entreated of some 
parties since your departing, this bringcr shall declare 
unto you, to whom I pray you give credence. 

Clare is come home this morning, but he have 
brought never a penny of money with him for me^ 
-which grieveth me not a little. 

Also, my lord, it grieveth me very much that you 
did not ride unto the king's majesty immediately after 
your coming to London, as you said you would do. I 
think if you had so done, his grace would haye accepted 
your coming very well. But now I fear lest you shall 
be circumvented by fair language and words. 

One Lenerd, in 6d. by the day, is departed the 
world this night ; wherein I pray you be good to one 
of your own servants. And thus, with my most entire 
and hearty commendations, fearing lest I shall trouble 
you with this my long letter, I bid you farewell. 

From Calais, this 21st day of September, 

By your loving and true wife. 

Honor Lisle. 
To mine own good lord, the 
Viscount Lisle, these be 
delivered with speed. 



LETTER LX. 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle. 1539. 

[lisls papers, vol. I. NO. 73. .STATE PAPER OFFICE. Ort^tna/.] 

Good sweet heart, 

I have this hour received your letter by Nicholas 
Eyre, which comforteth me not a little, lauds be to 
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Almighty God. But the one part of your letter is to 
me more comfort than the other, that is, where you 
write to me that you have been well entertained and 
have good comfort, and that your journey dball be 
worth to you a 1000/., rejoieeth me much. But where 
you write that you will trust no fair words, but at 
your coming to the king^s highness do your own errand 
And trust to yourself, that rejoieeth me much more ; 
beseeching the Holy Ghost, even as you have written, 
eo assuredly give you grace stedfastly to continue in 
that mind, as I trust no persuasion shall move you 
Irom the same ; wherein, if you persevere, you shall 
not, only attain thereby much honour but also profit. 
I am ^ad you have had so good communication with 
my lord Privy Seal. 

I have sent you your sables by Bavon, praying God 
they may come to your hands before you go to the 
court. Whereas, in my other letter, I have deeored 
you to be good to some of your own servants for the 
gift of the 6d. that is fallen, I have, since that time, 
knowledge that you have given it to Sir Edward 
Ringley. My lord^ I trust you remember who first 
complained of you for giving of rooms to little men, 
as Worthe and other, and setting them in the retinue. 
Howbeit I will not know it. I thank you for your 
credence by John Toborow, and am very glad you 
answered my lord Privy Seal as you did. And even 
so I pray you to hold him, for so shall you have best 
of him. And whereas he sayeth that you be ruled 
by me, therein he taketh his pleasure ; but, my own 
good lord, if I had not both loved you and dread you, 
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he Bhould never have had of me that he hath.^ My 
lot^ I send unto yon my toothpicker ; I thought to 
favve given it to the Palflgrave whilst he was here, birt 
it was not then at my hand. I beseech you present 
it to him if it be your pleasure. I send it to him 
because^ when he was here, I did see him wear a pen 
or call to pick his teeth with. And I pray you shew 
him it have been mine this seven years : I think it will 
not be lost. Thus, mine own sweet heart, with my 
most hearty commendations unto you, I bid you fare^ 
well, beseeching the blessed Trinity to send you a 
good and prosperous journey. 

Fmm Calais, the 22ad day of September, 

By your true loving wife, 
Honor Lisle. 

I pray God your wine come well to you, and in 
time. 

Yon may keep both your pasties, for the ship tarried 
here a day after the receipt of your wine, and I 
have sent him another pasty of partridges. I am glad 
your partridges did you so much pleasure, but I care 
not greatly if my lord Privy Seal had not had them. 
I will always send you partridges as I may have oax^ 
riage, either baben or raw. And once again, sweet 
Siettft, I bid you farewell, as she that doth endure with 
as Utile sleep as any woman living, and so shall con- 
tinue till your coming. 

To mine own good lord, 
the Lord Viscount liiriey 
deliver Uiis with Bp«ad. 

• Referring to Painswick. 
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On the 1st of September in the present year, Cromwell had written 
to Lord Lisle,* remonstrating against his being ao easily guided, 
especially by his wife. " For although/' he says, ^ my ]ady be ri^t 
honourable and wise, yet in such causes as longeth to your authority, 
her advice and discretion can little prevail." The whole tenor of 
these letters shows, that the caution against petticoat goYemment 
was not superfluous. 



LETTER LXI. 

Honor, Viscountess Lisle, to Lord Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lisle papers, tol. xit. no. 66. state papeb office. Draught,] 

•«• Lord Lisle's letter of the 24th of September,^ to which the 
present is a reply, informs Honor of the very favourable reception 
he had met with from the king, who had inquired kindly after her, 
of his hopes of good success in his affairs, and of his determination 
to comply with her wishes, and trust to no fair words or promises, 
but attend to his own affairs himself. In reference to the Earl of 
Bridgewater, he expresses himself much annoyed at his pertinadons 
interference, and comically adds, " I would he were in Abraham's 
bosom !*' 

During Lord Lisle's visit he succeeded in obtaining the accom- 
plishment of his wishes in the increase of his annuity to 400/. a 
year,<^ the additional 200/. being granted from what had foimerly 
been the revenues of the treasurer's office.** The king also granted 
him the house and site of the now dissolved priory of Carmelite frian 
at Calais.* 



Sweet heart, 

With the heart that is more yours than^ mine I 
commend me unto you, certifying you I have received 

* Calais Correspondence, bundle 1, art 18. State Paper Office. 
^ Lisle Papers, vol. i. art. 26. 

*^ Lord to Lady Lisle, vol. i. art. 34, date, Canterbury, 8th Sep' 
tember, meant, doubtless, for October, 

^ Payments to deputy, &c. Calais Corresp., bundle 1, art 9. 

• Repert. Originalia, 31 Henry YIII. Addit MS. 6365, fol. 142. 
' « And " in orig. 
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this day your letter, dated at Windsor the 24th day 
of the last month) whereby I am not a little glad to 
Jcnow your good news, and that the king's majesty 
hath so well accepted you ; praying God that his 
grace will so continue. For I have been sorry enough, 
.as I have written to you, because I heard not from 
you since you went to the court. And, good sweet 
heart, do as you write unto me, which is that you will 
declare unto the king^s highness your full mind, and 
not to trust to promises or fair words, and follow your 
suits now your own self ; for you know your need. I 
am glad your fur of sables is come safe to your hands 
before you had need of it, and that the Palsgrave is 
merry, to whom I pray you I may be heartily recom- 
mended. 

Farthermore, this is to advertise you Palmer the 
bailiff of Guisnes hath shewed me as this day, that 
there is a matter brought in .by the law of Guisnes 
that you should give commandment to the seijeant- 
royal of Guisnes to keep straitly in prison one Nicholas 
Pickering, a rebel, which Palmer sayeth the serjeant- 
royal denieth that you gave him such commandment. 
I made him answer that I knew nothing of this matter; 
notwithstanding he desired me to write unto you of 
it. You know what you have done in it. Whereas 
you write that you will write to my lord Russell to be 
good to my son, touching his lands that the Earl of 
Bridgewater doth destroy ; good sweet heart** I pray 
you to refer that till your coming home ; for he will 
be of his full age within this month,^ and then it may 

* He was of age October 27th, 1539; this letter was therefore 
written early in October. 
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please yoa to Koence him to go faimfielf to my Y^ri 
Ruflsell with jour letters ; for till that time little hist 
ca& be done. I know the Earl of Bridgewater^s appe* 
tite, the more he is spoken unto the worse he will be. 
J think he wiU be best to my son hbnself ^dien he is 
of fnll age, and that he may be bound ^and take bonds. 
Howbeit I refer all to yonr wisdom. I tmst that yon 
hme received long ere this time yonr Frenoh wine ; it 
was nine days in the ship afore he oouid have weather 
to go ; it never came on land, but from one ship to the 
other ; and the French ship went straight away ; 
nobody had none of it but you. I think God sent the 
ship hither that I might do (you) pleasure ; I pray 
God it be good, as I doubt not but it is, as John 
Wanters sayeth. As for the other wine, shall be kept 
.till your coming home, which shall not be as soon as 
I would. And thus, &c. 



The foregoing is the last letter of the yiscountess Lisle preserved. 
After this period the records of her existence axe hut slight. !Elie 
oflSoial conduct of Lord Lisle soon afterwards feU under snspiciiB. 
He was accused of great negligence in the guardianship of Calais, 
and also of being in correspondence with the Poles, whom Hemy 
YIIL was at that time prosecuting with the utmost vigour. Aefi- 
gious bigotry was also one of the elements of the tumult raised 
against him. A person named Adam Damplip, a priest called 
Ralph Hare, and Sir William Smith, were active in dissuading the 
people against yielding credence to the new doctrines propagated hy 
Henry YIII., and so much influence did they acquire that mass, 
matins, and evensong, were almost forsaken ; and of the 1700 
peisons who were parishioners of St Mary's, Calais, not more than 
ten or twelve frequented the church.* Though Xord Lisle officially 

* Deputy and Council to BishopB Bath, Chichester, and Norwidi, 
July 27tb, 1539. Calais Corresp^ bundle 1, art 16. Calais Com- 
missioners to Henry V III., April 5th, 1540. Ibid, art 28. Hari. US. 
283, fol. 89. 
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^ afa wed li^uelf «& «ppoii«it of Hw Brandt doetnmtB, ho «&d hit 
hiif wen vtispeetod of imlly fgymaiag theni ; an nnpftxteiftblo 
dknce in the eyes of Honry VIII., who choeo Aat all of hie sobjeota 
elMiild Moonpaay falitt in the path of r«foniiiilia&. Lord Lido wm 
also aoooaod of want of managenient m his affiurSy so that for the 
aA» of obtaining money^ he wss often compelled to pat offioe% ^^ to 
aalOywhidishonldhaTe been bestowed upon merit, and which ihos 
oftsB fell faito Hie hands of improper penons.* 

In March, 1540^ a commission, consisting of the Earl of Sossok, 
Sir John Gage, and others, amongst whom, as a matter of conrteqr« 
Lord Lisle's name wss inserted, was sent over to examine into the 
ataie of hiws and religion in Calais.^ They arrived on the 16th of 
MiTCb,« and the lesnlt of their inquiries was, that Calais had been 
iwry earckssly kept—that 200 of the gasrison wove mere boy»— 4hat 
strangers were permitted free access to the town, and even not 
wst r n ined from walking <m. the walk and esamining the fortifiea- 
^atm -^ that Lord Lisle had eommanioated with ^e Pope and 
Oudlnal Pole^ and that he had presented Damplip with St., to whom 
Lady Lirie had also given ]6«.<> On a courteous pretext that the 
presence of the commissioners in Calais would^afford Lord Lisle a 
proper opportunity for a visit to the king, which he had long desirecl, 
he was recalled from his depntyship to England,^ and on his arrival 
inuawtiately sent prisoner to the Tower* 

His papers were immediately ordered to be seised ; but Lady 
Lisle, never wanting in tact or energy, contrived to destroy any that 
w»«e at all likely to crfanhiate her husband. She and her two 
daa^^rs, Pbllippa and Mary Basset, who were then with her, were 
«trictiy examined, by as many ways and means as the ingenuity of 
the oommisBioners oould devise^ but nothing could be wrung from 
^thim,>«xcept that Mary Basset proaused to write down as much as 
she oould remember of the contents of the destroyed papen. All 
the papers which were found were sent over, and to this cireum- 
stance we owe their preservation in a safe deposit, from whence, 
alter the lapse of centuries, the foregoing letters have been brought 
to Bght.' 

• Cromwell to Lord Lisle. Calais Corresp., bundle 1, art. 20. 

^ Instructions to Commissioners. Ibid. art. 25, b. 

e ComnuEisioners to Cromwell. Ibid, art 27, date, March 22nd. 

d Depositions on the Examination of Lord Lisle, Ibid, art 32 ; 
and Deputy of Calais to Henry YIII. art. 41. « Ibid, art 30. 

' The editor believes herself justified in confidently asserting that 
'out of the nineteen volumes, forming the Lisle Collection in the State 
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Lady Lisle was placed in the custody of Francis Hall, ''a sadman/^ 
-who had ^ a sober honest woman to his wife/'* attended by a gentle 
woman, a chamberer, and a groom. The household of Lord Lisle^ 
consisting of fifty men servants, a lackey, two kitchen boys, two 
women servants, and a laundress, was dissolved, in spite of the 
"<' piteous lamenta.tion" made by these domestics, who only received 
paltry pittances for their wages, which were considerably in arrear> 
An exact inventory was then taken of the contente of the house, 
which is still extant^^^ and affords a curious and most valuable illnstrar 
•tion of domestic life, since every article of furniture of every room, 
from the crimson velvet chairs of ** my lady's dining tshamber," to 
the joint stools, spite, and old worn dripping-pans of the kitchen, is 
•numerated. Many of the rooms were ornamented with needle 
work, and in one press were found many cushions of needlework and 
crewel loom-work, proofs of the industry of her ladyship and her 
daughters ' and maidens. Amongst the jewellery is named Lady 
Lisle's gold thimble. Her wardrobe was very costly and extensive ; 
but from ito ample and gorgeous stores, a govm of taffety, two night* 
gowns of black damask, a kirtle of black and another of tawny velvet 
were all that she was permitted to take with her to prison. Her 
daughters were sent to a separate place of confinement, where she 
was neither allowed to see nor speak with them. 

Lady Lisle remained in captivity for two years. Amongst the 
privy councQ orders of the period is one, dated December ISth^ 
1540, arranging that Francis Hall should be allowed 26«. Sd. a week 
for the board of Lady Lisle, her three servants, and a priestA What 
Honor's religious opinions really were is matter of doubt. Several 
years before, a zealous adherent of anti-popbh Catholicism had 
written to inform Cromwell that the preaching of two chaplains of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury had << well brought home " Lord and 
Lady Lisle, who were formerly Pharisees, to the true faith, that is^ 
to Henry Eighth's belief at the time being.^ A correspondent of 

Paper Office, not a single letter has before been published. A few 
stray Lisle Papers, which have found their way into the Cottonian 
MSS., are printed by Sir Henry Ellis. 

* There is a letter from Ursula Hall in Calais Corresp., bundle 10» 
art. 170, date, 2nd October, 1552. 

b Earl of Sussex and Sir John Gage to Earl of Essex. Calais 
Corresp., bundle 1, art. 34, June 5th, 1540. 

<" Ibid. art. 38, 39. 

<* Nicolas' Acta of Privy Council, vol, viL p. 89. 

^ J. Whalley to Secretary CromwelU Miscel. Letters, 2nd aeries^ 
vol. xlviii. fol. 246. 
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Lftdy Lide's at Parisy was particularly requested by her to send her 
a bible, which, after much difficulty, he succeeded in procuring.* 

On the 13th of January, 1541, the order for payment to Francis 
Hall, for Lady Lisle and her attendants, was repeated,^ and on the 
15th of November, 222/. 16$, id, from the revenues of Lord 
Lisle's lands was appropriated to the payment of her miscellaneous 
expenses.^ 

Meanwhile her husband was lingering in the Tower, unable to 
obtain from the capricious cruelty of Henry YIII. either an 
examination or a trial, and yet suffering, though unconvicted, one of 
the worst of penalties.*' At length, after two years of almost hopeless 
sospense, the tardy justice of the king pronounced his acquittal, and 
Henry YIII. sent him a ring from his own finger, with many kind 
expressions ; but the tumultuous excitement of ecstasy produced by 
this announcement was too much for his prison-worn frame, and it> 
brought on a delirium of joy which terminated hi9 existence the 
following night, the 3rd of March, 1 542. The privy council had also 
issued orders that Lady Lisle, her daughters, and servants, should be 
set at liberty, their apparel and jewels restored, and 1002. presented 
to them for the expenses of their transportation to England.*' But 
when, buoyant with expectation. Honor reached the shores of- 
England, it was to learn the death of the husband, the anticipation of 
re-union with whom had often cheered the loneliest and saddest 
hours of her captivity. 

After this period we have but two solitary notices of the Lady 
Lisle— they both occur in the Patent Roll of the 38th of Henry YIII. 
On the 12th of December,/ 1546, the king granted to his ^ dearly 
beloved Honor, Yiscountess Lisle, widow of Arthur, Yiscount Lisle," 
permission to alienate certain lands, which on September 4th, 1537,' 
he had granted to her former husband and herself, and their heirs^ 
with reversion to the king in defSault of heirs,^ and which, as Honor 

« John Bekinson to Lady Lisle, July 26th, 1539. Lisle Papers^ 
vol. x.art. 26. 

*> Privy Council Acts, vol. vii. p. 113. 

« Ibid. p. 268. 

^ A list of apparel made for him, and other payments, occur, 
Ibid. pp. 146, 271. 

« Ibid. p. 321. 

' Patent Roll, 30 Henry YIII. part. 7, memb. 12. 

' See Repertory of Originalia, 29 Henry YIII. Addit. MS. 6365, 
fol. 36 b. 

^ This gift is mentioned by George Rolle, Lord Lisle's legal 
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]uid]io«Uldi«Bb3rLi»aiid»,«MUii»lMi*tothiB jf&mimkm^lm9 
80 reverted Mcordin^y. ▲ liaiHsr pirwiiiniwi wea gWled agiia 
on Jamucsr 22ad, 1547.^ With tbeie niwelhfactory notloes wost 
ooadnde our ■niwwif ef a la^jr wk» hw oceapied so mnoh ef ear 
attMitio% baft of iwkoae eowie we luiva not tmn fednanifte enovgli t» 
li^ «pe« M^ teihMr inMi» 



LETTER LXII. 

; Martfy LaJty Khyttm^ to Lady Lisle, a.t>. 1539. 

Irsaus PAPSM, tol. znx. no. it. sntB rirm onrioa. OfVMMi^] 

*•* The fonowmg letters r^er to the prepamtioiis Ust, «id 
of, Ihe anirai of Queen Anae of C&tTea in Fiwglaad, 



In any most humblest maimer I reeonmend me 

imto your good ladyship ; and I ehaH de»re you to be 
good kdy unto my poor Bon^ Harry Jehungham, tine 
bearer hereof, who at this time is appointed to wwt 
upon my lord admiral to meet this young lady, which, 
by God^B graee» shall be our mistress ; that in ease 
he have not such friends there as wiH proyide him of 
a horse to ride upon, that then it will please your 
ladyi^p to be so good unto Urn as to h^ him with 
one ; and I shall be glad to do you as much service, 
if it lie in my power ; praying you that I may be 
hmnbly recommended unto my lord your husband, 



adviser, in a letter to him, in which he wishes a clanse to be i 
securing the settlement of the lands on Lord Lisle's danghten by 
his first wi£s, in failure of issoe by Honor; but Uiia soheme was not 
aeeomplished. Lisle Papers, vol. yii. fol 26. 
* Ibid« memb. S» 
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detnig him <»f bis help m this matter. And thus 
oar Lord lend yoa as good health ^ I woidd have 
mjwetf. 
From Londos, the 27th day of Noyember. 
At yoBT eoBunaiidmeiit, 

Mart KiifcwvcHi. 
Tb ike Ri^ Hoommbk 
and my ^i^gnl^ y snod 
; kdjj my Lady Lkle. 



LETTER LXIIL 

J^ztAetk, Lady Wallop^ to Lady Lisk. 
A.D. Ters. 1589. 

[lisle papebs, tol. zit. no. 29. state paper office. Hohgraph.l 

*^* Lady WaB^ was tte wife of Sir John Wallq^, tieatenaiit of 
Calais : many notieea of her are scattered amongst the Lisle Papezs. 
He was a knight of the Garter, and captain-generaJ, first of the tower 
and castle of Calais, and afterwards of GinmeB. He died Jnfy 13th^ 
1551.* 



Gk>od madam, 

I most heartily recommend me imto. your good 
ladyship^ and am Tery gkd to hear that my good lord 
aod yoa be in good health, which I pray God long 
to eostinue; tfaazddng yoa of your great kindnefls 
shewed always to me, as in your tokens that X hw^ 
i^eiv«d direra sinoe my departing ; wUeh kindness 
I am not Me to deserve with no power ; but my^ 
poor heart your ladyship shall have as long as I live ; 
for yonr great Idndness hath bound me so to do. 

»Hari.M[S.8jr7,fol.l€. ; 
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I have wished for you in Hampshire many timea 
.since my coming. I ensure you, madam^ if you were, 
in it, I should like it better than I do. I like it but 
easily ; and I shall tell you the cause when it shall 
be my fortune to meet with you, which I trust, 
madam^ shall be when we have a new mistress, which 
I pray God to send shortly, that I may see you iu 
the court ; for you shall have good occasions to see 
your two daughters then. I trust they (are) to be 
with the queen, for they be meet. I have not seen 
Mistress Katherine since we departed from the court ; 
but Mistress (Anne) I have seen divers times, and 
is as fair a gentlewoman, and as well made, as any 
that I know, and as gentle, and as well she behaveth 
herself that every body praiseth her that seeth her; 
and there is no doubt but she shall come to some 
great marriage. You are much bound to my lord 
of Sussex, and my lady, for they make not a little of 
her. My lady told me, at my last being with her, that 
she would do for her as much as she would for her 
own sister. She is the fairest and the gentlest lady 
that 1 know. It had been great pity she had mis- 
carried now, when she was in great danger of life. 
Divers that did see her did tell me they thought they 
should never see her again : thanked b& God now it 
it is well over ever. 

Now, good madam, I must be a «uitor unto you 
now, desiring you, for God's sake, to whom I know 
you will deny nothing for His sake, to forgive the sor- 
rowful man, Bell, that hath offended my lord and 
you. As I hear, it is words that he spake which 
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came of too much drink, and of no other thing. 
Wherefore, good madam, I beseech my lord and 
you to forgive him ; for the poor man and his wife be 
undone, if my lord and you forgive them not ; ypu 
shall do a charitable deed, and my trust is, good 
madam, you will do it the sooner at this my request. 
Now, good madam, I take my leave, beseeching our 
Xiord to send my lord and you long life together, de- 
siring you to take this simple and ill-written letter in 
worth, and worse indited. Madam, an it will please 
you to take the pain to commend me humbly to my 
^ood lord, to my good Lady Garnish, my Lady Clin- 
ton, and good Mistress Frances.* I pray God send 
Ihem much joy of their marriage. 

Written at Farleigh, the 8th day of August. 
Ever yours to command, 

Elizabeth "Wallop. 
^0 the Right Honourahle 
lady my Lady Lisle. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Catherine Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1589. 

[U8LE PAPEBS, VOL. I. NO. 119. STATE PAPER OFFICE. Orig%nal,'\ 

Jesus. 
Madam, 

In my most humble wise, my duty done unto your 

ladyship, desiring to hear of your good health, and 

also desiring you of your daily blessing, the which 

*• Lady Frances Basset 
VOL, III. II 
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Bhall be to inymosi IsomfdH in this world, atid timnk- 
iiig your kdydiip for your gentle fettifl,*' snd for the 
crepine (fringe) tod petticoat that 1 ^received if 
Husee. Madjaftn, the cause of my writing to your lady- 
ship is, that we hear say that the king's gratse shall 
be married, and my lord and itiy lady as yet doth 
hear no word of their coming up to London. Where- 
fore I desire your ladyship that you will be so good 
lady and mother unto me as to sp^ak that I may be 
one of the queetfs maids ; for I have no trust in none 
other but your ladyship to speak for me in that tsause. 
Moreover, shewing your ladyship that I am very sorry 
that I saw not my lord, my father-in-law, at his being 
in England.^ Madam, I have no news to send you 
here ; but my lord and my lady is in good health, 
with all their children. And thus I pray Jesu pre- 
serve you in long life to His pleasure. 

By your humble daughter, 

CATHGnEUNE BaSSBT. 

To the Bight Honourable and ' 

mine especial good lady 

mother, the Lady IiiBle^ Ite 

this given. 

At Calais. 



The appointment of maid of honour to Queen Anne of Cloves was 
at last ohtained>, and Catherine Basset was one of her attendants, not 
only as queen but after her relinquishment of the regal dignity/ . 

* So in MS. Letters. 

« He left England, abdnt'thfr ^x Qot., 1539. Tfae> prcMxii'lotUr 
•was written in that month. 

c Nicolas* Acts of the Privy' Councfl, vol. vii. ^.'220. 
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LETXBR LXV; 
Anne Basset to Lad]f Lkk. XJ>. 1539. 

[dSLB f APE^^y VOL, I, MO. 82. «TATB BikPE]| QVFICE. Offf^rJfUl/.^ 

Madam, 

My duiy don^e, I liiixiopbly reoommend me. wito your 
ladyship, desiidng you of your daily blessing. The 
cause of my writing unto you at this time is, that I 
am now with my cousin Dene, at the king's grace's 
commandment; for whereas Mistress Mewtasdoth lie 
in London there are no walks but a little. garden, 
wherefore it was the king's grace's pleasure that I 
should be with my coiisin Dene ; for whereas .she 
lieth there are fair walks and a good open air ; for 
the physician, doth say that there is iv)thjng h^ter 
for my diseajse than walldqsg; and I «th|knk.God I 
wx a great deal batter than I.W9iS. M^idam, I <^d 
liope tl^t I shpuld have seen jgcour ladyship here when 
my lord came over ; but howboit X trust to Gpd that 
we shall have a mistress, shortly.^— And then I trust 
I shall see you. here when she coipes aver, which 
I hope to God will npt be long. Tfo ,moire to yon at 
this time,. but I pray God, send your Uilyehip long 
life, to the pleasure of God. . Frqm Westminster, the 
Sunday after Micba/elmas day. . 

. By your bumble, daughter, 

Anne Basset, 

Madam, my cousin Dene hath her heartily recom- 
mended to your ladyship. 

To the Bight Honousable and my . 

ringnlitr good lady atid- motlier, 
my h^ YiscounteBS Lisle. 
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LETTER LXVL 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1539. 
[lislb papers, vol. I. ^0. 86. state paper office. Original,1 

*«* Ann of Cleyes passed throng^h Calais, en rofiie^ and wis 
received and entertained by Lord and Lady Lisle with all the respect 
due to their future queen. They had even anticipated her arrival by 
a present to her, which was courteously acknowledged in a letter 
from her yice-chamberlain, dated Dusseldorf, November 10th,* in 
which he also thanks them for a hackney and an arquebus sent to 
himself. 

The impresdon made by the queen-elect upon Lady Lisle's mind 
was favourable, as appears from the following letter, and Anne was 
equally pleased with her zeal and affection.^ Her ladyship would 
doubtless too, improve the present opportunity by pressing her 
daughters' promotion upon the attention of their future queen. 



Madam,' 

My duty done, I humbly recommend me unto your 
ladyship, desiring you of your dally blessing. This 
shall signify your ladyship that I received your letter 
of Husee ; and, according to the contents thereof, I 
have declared unto the king's highness all things, as 
your ladyship willed me to do, so that his grace took 
the same in right good part, accepting your good will 
and toward mind therein as thankfully as though 
your ladyship had waited on her grace hither ; pon- 
dering right well the charges that my lord and your 
ladyship hath lately been at, and do sustain, specially 
at this present time. I humbly thank your ladyship 
of the news you write me of her grace, that she 
is so good and gentle to serve and please : it shall be 
no little rejoicement to us, her grace's servants here, 
that shall attend daily upon her, and most comfort to 
■ Lisle Papers, vol. xviii. unfoliated. " Ibid. 
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the king'^g majesty, whose highness is not a little 
desirous to have her grace here. And for the good 
and motherly comisel your ladyship doth give me, 
concerning my continuance in the king^s favour, I 
thank your ladyship most lowly therefor ; trusting Qod 
shall no longer spare me life than I shall therein 
continue. For I knowledge myself most bound to 
his highness of all creatures : if I should, therefore, in 
any thing offend his grace willingly, it were pity I 
should live. Madam, the king doth so well like the 
conserves you sent him last, that his grace com- 
manded me to write unto you for more of the 
codiniac^ of the clearest making, and of the conserve 
of damascenes; and this as soon as may be. No 
more to you at this time, but I pray God send your 
ladyship long life, to the pleasure of Almighty God. 
From York-place, the Monday afore Christmas day. 
By your humble and obedient daughter, 

Anne Basset, 
To the Right Honourable and ; 
my .singalar good lady and 
mother, the Viscountess Lisle. 



LETTER LXVII. 

Elinor J Countess of Rutland^ to Lady Lisle, 
A.D. 1540. 

[cotton MS. VESPASIAK, F. XIII. ART. 121, P. 107. Holograph.'] 

*«* Lady Lisle, having procured the preferment of one daughter, 
"Was frequent and urgent in hdr requests to her friends for the pro- 
motion of the other, as appears by the tWo following letters. A 

* Quiddeny, or marmalade of quinces. 
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latter tetm C«tlien«e Bamtt- to her motiier^ written on tfai» aaine cb^ 
as the present, and on the same ' suhject, is printed in the Howard 
Collection.* 



My very good lady, 

In. my right hearty, manner I commend me unto 
your good ladyship, signifying the same that I have 
received from you, by Master Husee, a pipe of 
Oascony wine and two barrels of herrings, for the 
which, and others yowr manifold kindness heretofore 
shewed, I render unto you- my hearty thanks, assuring 
the same that if there be any pleasure that my lord 
or I can do for your ladyship, here or elsewhere, 
you shall hsfve the same accomplished to the best we 
can accordingly ; and where you be very desirous to 
have your daughter, Mistress Basset^ to be one of the , 
queen's grace's maids, and tha^ you would I should 
move her gr^oe in that behalf. These shall be 
to do your ladyship to wit that I perceive right 
well the king's highness'' pleasure to be such that 
no more maids shall be taken in^ until such time as 
some of them that now be with the queen's grace be 
preferred. Albeit^ if you will make some means unto 
mother Lowe, who can do as much good in this matter 
as any one woman here, that she may make some 
means to get your said daughter with the queen's 
said graee;-^and'in*B0d<ring, I think you shall obtain 
your purpose in every behalf ; — and I, for my part, 
shaU. do the best I can to prefer (her) here, for I 

. * Paget 213.' It is reprinted, by rMisB Strickland in- her Memoir of 
Anneof €]eve8,>Q,U8enB of England^ vol. iv. p. 3i0. The present letter 
hfB bjBon- printed by ? Sir Henry fillis, 2nd series, vol. ii. p. 41, bat 
assigned to a much earlier date, and without any of the elucidations 
afforded by the Lisle Filters; 
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Tvaold be bright glad thereof,, botk for the great 
hones^' tfattL is in her. And thus our Lorcb keep 
your ladyship in healths At the Couct,, the 17th day 
of Febmairy. 

, Your ladyship^s assured, . 

Eiii]Nio& Rutland.. 

Tq my^ very g^ lady 
my Lady Lisle, her 
good ladyeliip be 
theaetgiyeii. . ( 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Anne Basset to Lady Lisle, a.d. 1540; 

[USLE PAPBBS, YOL.- I. MO.. 83. STATE PABBR OFFI€E. OtigitHd,} 

Madaiuy 

In( my most humblest Jwise I commend me^ unto 
your ladyship^ desiring you of youi; dadly blessings ^ 
Madani) I hanre pves^tod yomrcodihiae^ to the king's^ 
highness, and his grace does like it wondrous- well^ 
and ga^o jQva> ladyship most hearty thank» for it. 
And \^ereas I perc^wdyby your ladyship's letter^ 
that vfbiem tho king's highness had tasted of your 
codiniac, you vf0ald have me to movo'his grace for to 
send you some token? of remembranoe, thai) you maght 
know the betterthat hie grace does like your codiniaci 
-^by'my truth, madam^ I tdd his grace that your 
lad^^hipwas glad, that you could make anything that . 
his girace did Uke; And his grace made me answer 

^ Spelled here ^oodm^cAre, bat doubtless identical wiUi the oodffnack 
or codiniac of a former letter ; marmalade of quinces. 
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that he did thank you with all his heart ; and hia 
grace commanded me that Nicholas Eyre should 
speak with my father Heneage afore he went ; and 
whether he will send your ladyship any token by him 
or no, I cannot tell ; for, madam, I durst not be so 
bold to move his grace for it no other wise, for fear 
lest how his grace would have taken it. Therefore 
I beseech your ladyship be not discontented with me. 
And whereas you do write to me that 1 should 
remember my sbter, I have spoken to the king's 
highness for her, and his grace made me answer that 
Master Bryan and divers other hath spoken to his 
grace for their friends, but he said he would not 
grant me nor them as yet ; for his grace said that he 
would have them that should be fair, and, as he 
thought, meet for the room. Therefore, madam, I 
think if you did send ta some of your ladyship's 
friends that are about his grace to speak for her, or 
else I cannot tell what you is best to do in it, for 1 
h^ve done as much as I can* 

. And whereas you do write to me that I should 
speak for my lord's matter, and for Bery's son ; I 
beseech your ladyship to hold me excused in that, for 
I dare not be so bold to move the king'^s grace in no 
such matters, for fear lest how his grace would take 
it« Madam, my sbter Catherine has her humbly 
recommended unto your ladyship; desiring you of 
your blessing. She desires your ladyship to hold her 
excused, because she doth not write to you, for she is 
gone this day with my lord of Rutland and my lady 
to Hever. 
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And whereas you do write to me thilt I do not write 
with my own hand^ the truth is, that I cannot write 
nothing myself but mine own name ; and, as for that, 
when I had haste to go up ta the queen's chamber, 
my man did write it which did write my letter. No 
more to you at this time, but I pray God send (you) 
long life, to the pleasure of Almighty God. From 
York-place, the 19th day of February. 

By your humble daughter, 

Anne Basset. 

To the Right Honourable my 
oiogular good lady and mother,- 
my Lady Viscountess Lisle, 

at Calais. 



Of Anne Basset nothing more remains on record, except that she* 
was maid of honour to Queen Anne of Cleves,* Catherine Howard,, 
and probably Catherine Parr ; and that Edward VI., on his acoes* 
siou, gave her a retiring pension of 40 marks per annum.^ 



LETTER LXIX. 

Mary, Lady Kingston^ to Mr. Wriothesley^ 
A.D. 1540. 

[miscellaneous LBTTEBS, third SBBIES. YOL. T. no* 25. 8TATB 

PAPER OFFICE. Ort^tnoZ.] 

*«* The fearful scenes of excitement through which the princess 
Mary had passed in 1539, had told upon a constitation naturally 
delicate. The disgrace and attainder of her goyemess. Lady Sails* 

• Domestic Records, temp. Henry VIII. No. 239, A.^ State Paper 
Office. 

^ Patent Roll, 1 Edward VI. pt 7, date July 28th, 1547. The 
Basset pedigree names none of the daughters of Sir John Basset \ 
their marriages, if they did marry, cannot therefore be traced* 
h2 
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hmty, and of nbsi dt h^r motli^r^ filitti Ai>atlft IblMgH^pMbiiaiibiii of 
lieifig foroed to an unweleome' manaage irithfthe Broteetant piiiufe,- 
Philip of Bavaiia, so affected her that she was reduced to~the con- 
ditSou- destirXMdtSn'di^pteseiit 'letter/ wHtteir' to Wrioth^ey, who, 
ofthil^]!iectetT]Bi*^>bad niticed lMr'i]]dispaBftio% aad wishad to be' 
aaaartained of h^r coi^yalesQeAoe. 



Master Wriotfiesley, 

' With *my hearty recommendations, sir, to. certify 
you how my,lafly's grace doth, — she hatt been sick 
ever sidce Christmas, insomilch upon New Year's 
day, after she was up in the morning, she could 
neither sit nor stand, but was tam to go to her bed 
again for faintness, and yesterday, thanked be God, 
she was somewhat amended. Notwithstanding, her 
physician would be glad to have more counsel afore 
he minister anything unto her. Wherefore, if it> 
iwfl ^6ase« yDtP to^ speald unsto my lord' Privy Seal, 
that it will please him to move the king's grace, that 
Mr. doctor Butts may go thither, because he hath 
been with her in such cases in times past. And thus 
I commit you to God, praying him to send you 
many good new yearn, with much worship* 

Written the 3rd day of January, at the Black 

Eriauft*^ . . 

• Ma^y Kingston. 

f6 thb Right WbkhiplQl Mkst&r 
Wriotiieefliy: 
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Marfforet, Countess Dowager of Ormonde to King 
Henry, thei Eighth^ a.d.. 154i0. 

|[IBI8H COSRfiSPOimEMCE) YOL. IT. ABT. 3^. SIATB PAPEB OFFICE. . 

^ •»* Thewriter of the following letter, usually known as the great 
Goiiiitc«i.of Qrmond, waa the danghter of Gerald eighth Earl of. Kil- 
dare, and wife of Pieis Butler, eighth Earl of Ormonde who received 
the titlie of OBSory^ during a temporary relinq^uislunent of his anoes- 
tnl honours, in favour of Thomas, the fiither of Queoi Anne 
Bbkyn.. * In Magf, 1924^ he was a^pcnnted brd treasurer of Ireland, . 
and filled that of^e with unhlemished integrity and consumipate. 
ability ; but, though himself a brave soldier, much of his success in . 
connseLwas attributed to hl».wife, who waa said to be^^ a lady of suah 
parta thati all the esta(^ of. tha.reahn ^nrQuoh^d unto h«r } so politic 
that nothing was thought substantially debated- without her advice ; 
she was manlike, and tall- of stature ; very liberal and bountiful ; a 
secure £ei^id ', a bitter- eneiny, hardly disQldxig where she faanied, 
njpi^ Easily faoflyiBg wheiteshft disUked.** * 

The «ad and countess used many laudable efforts to introduce, the 
arts of civilisation amongst the wild Irish, in the midst of whom they 
reaidedi They brought over asiunna from Elaadflre^ tQ> whom, they , 
assigned apartments in their own castle of Kilkenny, and employed, 
theip in weaving, carpetsj cushions, tapestries, &c They rebuilt 
t£ie castie of Gowran, and erected' a school-house, for the poor. So 
greatly was the earl beloved by the people that they refused to serve 
unless commi^ided by hims^ or. his son ; and on one occasion, when 
he was confined by the gout, his son James had to be summoned 
fronrEhg^d to lead ihem.^ After the death of the earl, in 1539, 
the countess still continued to live a life of active usefulness and 
great devotion, enjoying a jointure of 400 marks assigned her by her 
son.<^ The following letter to Henry VIII. isj unfortunately, the 
only specimen of her epistolary correspondence known to be in 
existence. 

« CoUins' Peerage, vol. ix. p. 78, note g. 

•» Surrey to Wolsey. Wolsey Corresp. vol. xl part 2, fol. 10. 
State Paper Office. 
^ Miscel. Letters, vol. vii. fol. 116, Cranewell to Lord Cromwell. 
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Please it your most excellent highness to be 
advertised that, like as my lord my husband, whose 
soul Jesu rest, at times delighted to provide such 
pleasures in this land as should be acceptable to 
your majesty, so, in semblablewise,, do I recognize 
myself much bounden to declare my heart and duty 
towards your grace, of like sort and disposition. 
And,^ having sent unto your highness, by this bearer, 
two goshawks, to be delivered unto your majesty, as' 
of my poor gift, for lack of any convenient thing,, 
at this time, being in my disposition to be presented 
unto your grace ; in most humble wise I beseech your 
highness to accept the same in good part, not agree- 
able to so unmeet a gift or present sent to so mighty 
a prince, but as in respect of my heart and intent 
towards your majesty, whose grace it may please- 
graciously to accept the same as proceeding of a 
confident boldness. And thus the blessed Trinity 
preserve your most royal person long and triumph* 
antly to reign, with much victory. 

Written at your highness' city of Waterford, the 
8th of July. 

Your grace''s most humble bounden subject, 
M., of Ormond and Ossory. 

To our Soyereign lord, the King's 
most excellent Highness. 
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LETTER LXXI. 
Letticcj Lady Lee, to Lard CromwelL a.d. 1540. 

[mibi-bl. lbitbbs^ sbcomd series, tol. xxir. HO. 457. state papbb 
^OFFiCE.^ Ortginal.l 

%^ 'i be following appeal of a new-made widow needs no comment. 
It 18 touchingly true in its [delineations of the utter desolateness of 
widowhood. In another letter to Lord Cromwell, Lady Lee com- 
plains of her son Anthony for claiming money, plate, jewels, and 
household stuff, belonging to her late husband, and requests his aid 
that her afiEairs may soon be settled, sinee the time of the year was 
come for shearing the sheep, storing the pastures, buying cattle, &c., 
none of which could be done while things were in such uncertainty.* 

If jour singular gentleness were not many ways 
known unto me, by often proofs, toward me and my 
good husband, Sir Robert Lee, of whose soul Jesu 
have mercy, I should never dare take upon me this 
boldness to write unto your lordship, of the which 
humbly I desire you of pardon, trusting that you will 
weigh this my bold writing to your lordship with the 
extreme care and heaviness that I am now forced 
unto* 

It hath pleased God, which works all things at his 
will, to take from me my loving husband, whose good- 
ness I shall ever lack, whose death I can no less com- 
plain than his life I did rejoice : and whereas before, 
by the provision of my husband, I need not to care 
for anything ; now I am subject to all trouble, care, 
and heaviness, and am left here a sorrowful widow, 
as I do intend to live during my life, God willing. It 
has pleased your lordship of your goodness to be 
special good lord to my bedfellow and to me, and to 

a Miscel. Letters, 2nd series, toL audi. fol. 459. 
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all our children, in times past, and now I shall 
humbly beseech your lordship to continue good lord 
unto me, wd to.giY0 me>lib0rty,.thatt i£any wron^be 
laid, to me, that I may be so bold to come or. send to 
your lordship for aid, and to help me in my right at 
^ times> in the way of charity, as a poor and desola^ 
widow. 

And whereas my bedfellow did make your lordship 
master of his game' at Beyrdesd^hoEDfi, I shall heartily 
desire you to take the' self-same liberty that you had 
tlien,. and if that I may know when that your lordship 
does come into the country, I will be there myself, 
and make you. the best cheer that I can io my power, , 
and your lordship shall be as welcome to me aa your 
heart can think, either there or to any other ground 
or place that I have in the world, without feigning ; 
aa knoweth our Lord, whom ever keep and preserve 
your lordship in good health and long life, with muich 
hpnour to his pleasure. And here I do send your 
lordship a poor token of remembrance, 10/., to buy 
you an ambling, nag to hunt withal in summei:. 

Writtea at. Quarendon by your poor beadwomap 
the 29th day of Eebruary.* 

By your daily beadwomaUy 

Ijbttice Les. 

To the R%ht Hdnounbfe and 
^m^ singnlan gDp4 loisd liiy 
Loud of the Priyy Seal, give 
this.'* 

'^.The date muBt, therefore^, be 1540, the only lea{>-year, whilst 
dtomwell was Lord Privy Seal. 
(K Thftproaent lettov-elosni ovr extnacit&froin the Cijongmll oqobb* 
spondence, which, commencing from the death of Wolsey, extended 
to the seizure t>f the <3l!omw«ir papen in A{>rM, 154^. 



<JLLXJATBMmJS. LAIHESL 1^: 



UETTEE LXXII.. 

EUzctbethi Hady^ CromweU^ ta Henry the Eighth: 
A..D* 1540. 

[cotton .H8. YBSFASTilNy F. JSOl. ABT. 209 » FOL., 193. OHjfinaLl 

' %* The kindfiess ivitli wMdi Lord Cromwell ireatod hw daughter^ 
iii'law) and the ztqieet and affectibn'which she profess^ for him, 
have appeared in her former letters, written when she was Lady 
TTghtred. Yet upon his disgrace and death, in 1540, she- did not 
hesitate tdnse towards him the strong term^ofi^probationeontained * 
in the foUowiDg letter. Ghregory Cromwell was not permanently 
involved in his father's misfortunes, for, on the 18th of December, 
fiyemonllis afterh]» death, he was raised to the peerage as Baron 
Cromwell.* 



After the bounden duty of my most hmnble sub- 
mission unto your: excellent majesty, whereas it 
hath pleased the same, of your mere mercy and 
infinite goodness, notwithstanding the heinous tres- 
passes and most grievous offences of my father- 
in-law,, yet so gracioufily to extend your benign pity 
towards my poor husband and me, as the extreme 
indigence and. poverty wherewith my said father-in- 
kw'» inoBti detestable of&Boes hath, oppressed us,, is 
thereby ri^it nmoh holpen and rdieved, like as I 
l^ve o£ long. time been right desirous presently as 
ipelltar^trde^tiiiDst humbler thanks, aa.also to desixe 
continuance of the same your highness' most benign 
goodness. So, considering your grace^s most high and 
weightrf affairs at this present, fear of molesting ior 
being troublegome unto your highness hath, dissuaded « 

• Patent Roll, 32 Henry Vlir. part 6. 
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me as yet otherwise to sue unto your grace than 
alonely by these my most humble letters, until your 
grace's said affairs shall be partly overpast. Most 
humbly beseeching your majesty in the mean season 
mercifully to accept this my most obedient suit^ and 
to extend your accustomed pity and gracious good- 
ness towards my said poor husband and me, who 
never hath, nor, God willing, never shall offend your 
majesty, but continually pray for the prosperous estate 
of the same long time to remain and continue 
Your most bond woman, 

Elizabeth Cromwell. 



LETTER LXXIII. 

Queen AnneofCIeves to King Henry the Eigktlu 
A.D. 1540. 

[domestic SECOSDS, temp, henry Tin. NO. 204* STATE PAPER 
OFFICE.} 

*«* The following curious letter was written by the most prudent, 
perhaps because the most phlegmatic, of the wives of Henry YIIL, 
when her hour arrived to be separated from him» It is written with 
much tact and accommodation to the weak points of the king's cha- 
racter. The circumstances connected with it are too well known ta 
need comment. It is endorsed in Wriothesley's hand ; ^ Copy of thfr 
Lady Anne's first letter to the king's majesty." 



Pleaseth your most excellent majesty to under- 
stand tliaty^ whereas, at sundry times heretofore, I 
have been informed and perceived, by certain lords 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. 161 

and others of your grace^s council, of the doubts and 
qaestiona which have been moved and found in our 
marriage ; and how hath petition thereupon been 
made to your highness by your nobles and commons, 
that the same might be examined and determined by 
the holy clergy of this realm ; to testify to your high- 
ness by my writing, that which I have before promised 
by my word and will, that is to say, that the matter 
should be examined and determined by the said clergy; 
it may please your majesty to know that, though this 
case must needs be most hard and sorrowful unto me> 
for the great love which I bear to your most noble 
person, yet, having more regard to Ood and his 
truth than to any worldly affection, as it beseemed 
me, at the beginning, to submit me to such exami- 
nation and determination of the said clergy, whom I 
have and do accept for judges competent in that 
behalf. So now being ascertained how the same clergy 
hath therein given their judgment and sentence, I 
knowledge myself hereby to accept and approve the 
same, wholly and entirely putting myself, for my state 
and condition, to your highness^ goodness and plea- 
sure ; most humbly beseeching your majesty that, 
though it be determined that the pretended matrimony 
between us is void and of none effect, whereby I 
neither can nor will repute myself for your grace's 
wife, considering this sentence (whereunto I stand) 
and your majesty's clean and pure living with me, yet 
it will please you to take me for one of your most 
humble servants, and so to determine of me, as I may 
sometimes have the fruition of your most noble 
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pFesence; which as I shall esteem;far a great benefit, 
so, my lords aiid.othdx& of your majesty's comxcil, now > 
being! with me, haT£i put me in*comfi>rt thereof; and 
that your highness will take me for- jotar sister ; far 
the which I most humbly thank you^aeoordii^ly.. 

Thus^ most gracious prince^ I beseech our Lord God 
to send your-magesty long life and good health, to 
God^s glory, your own honour,, and the wealth of 
this, noble realm. 

From Bichmond, the 11th day of July, the 32ad 
yauj of your majesty^s most noble reign. 
Your majesty'^s most humble 
sister and servant, 

Annb, the daughter of Cleves. 



S&oe contamponmeofUB cfavoiiMle* are eatiNiy sUent on tlie 
fOEtHtKB'Of Aon&of. Clavses dminsfthexeign o£ Edwyuo^ VL^.^eid*. 
lowing alight partidUaxs, extracted from one»of,the Privy €k>uncil 
bdcdra of that period, may not be nnaeceptable.* Under the date of the 
7(h oft April, 1547, ooooxs a mranozvidam ihsA lettvs^vrarff AddroBted 
ta Sir George Harper,, signif jring the kisg'/Ei oontantation^ thatithe Lady 
Anne of CleTe&shauld have the use of deer and wood in tiie park of 
Pltehurst, in form as she now hath Bletchingley. A very respectful 
lfittar'Wa»wvitten^ tohei! by the counail, which ii^tiis M^^ia^giFcn. 
in fulLi The putpocb of it ia ta request hei, aa.the condition of com., 
pliifuioe, ]to receive Sir Thomas Cawarden, Knight, as her teimnt at 
Btotefaingley^ under a rent of 34/; 15«. 2(f;, and referring her to~ Sir 
John (Suildfiugd, her. . cham b ia ri »iri| for. ft fuller, explanation, of theirt 
wishe&V 

The next entry proves that the ex-queen was an occasional visitor 

^ It may be also noted that the. book of payments by the treasurer 
of the king's hous^old; from the 29th to the 33rd of Henry Till., 
Aaaasdfil MS) ^7^9 contains many entries relating ^ her, about and 
subsequent .to. the time of her arrival in England, See fU lOC^ L00lb», 
102b, 112, 116, 133, 140b,. 142b, 152b, J63b^l79b, 192. 
^ ^ Hii^leian MS. 392, fol. 22. 
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at the court of her step-son, and that she: herself wasmoi. too YKBxy 
of ihe precmets of royalty to make these visits a subject of special 
revest. On the 20th June^ 1550, <<The Lady Anne of Cleves, for 
oMum&f to hsirretpietiy^ is appointed ta be at the cooxt on: Thursday ' 
next, the 26th oft tins present"* One of herobjects intbis visit seems 
to have been to solicit pecuniary aid from King Edward; for nine days 
afterwards t>aenrtf' *A warrant io pay untcrthe LadjF Anneof Cleves 
400/.y given her by;<^e! king's majesty towards- the pagrnumt of her ' 
debts, at the suit of the Duke of Cloves."^ The next time she applied 
for pecuniary aid, she was less civilly treated. On the 8th of August, 
1552, the king and court being then*, at Waltham,. a letter was sent 
**to the hidy Anne of Cloves, signifying unto her that the kmg's 
uAJesty hath been pleased to grant the confirmation of certain leases 
given bj her to threes of her servients. And that, as touching her 
request for the. payment of thepemdons^ of divem hert»rvanlB| for , 
that his highness is presently in progoess, and resolved not to be 
troubled with payments until his return^ the same caxmot be satisfied 
unlai his majesty's coming to London."*^ 

No other enh-iesof interest occur in , this volume, which telsni* 
nates soon afterwards^ A few scattered notices concerning her are 
to be found amongst the domestic records in* the State Paper Office, 
but not of any great interest 



' LETTER LXXIV. 

Elizabeth^ Duchess of Norfolk^ to tlie Earl of Westmoreland, 
A.»« 1541, 

[HISCELC LKrrsa^'FlBST^ERIESj VOL. J. NO.463^ .STATS FMFBSi 

OFFICE. Original.'\ 

*4^ It will be^roiBBmbeiod. thatithe Eazi p£ . Wiestmoreland^ to 
whom the piW0aiit:]ettarift>addaesBed^wasi the eariy plighted lover ofi 
the Duchess of Norfolk, and afterwards her brother-in*law. Ha 
seems to have been the only person who, in the midst of all her per- 
versity, still took an interest in her fortunes. 

• Harleian MS. 352, fol. 101. 
»» Ibiii fol. 103b. « ibid. fol. 253b. 
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My lord of Westmoreland, 

In my most loving wise I commend me unto you> 
and I heartily thank you for the great pain you took 
lor me, which I shall never forget ; and I desire you, 
my lord, to make no more suit, to my lord my hus- 
band, for there shall no prisonment make me to lie 
on myself : I have been so well used to it this seven 
years, that I care not for it. 

And I do send you by this bearer two dishes of 
almond butter, and one to my sister,, and an other to 
my niece, Dorothy ; and wafer*cakes to you and to 
my sister, and to the gentlewomen ; and four dozen 
cakes to be delivered to Mistress DanielL And I do 
send by this bearer to my sister, a gold ring, and to 
my niece, Dorothy, a bow royal of gold. I pray 
you, if you see mine uncle of Huntingdon, have me 
heartily recommended unto him and to mine aunt.* 
I pray God that I may break my prisonment that I 
have had this seven year, that I may come abroad 
and see my friends. No more to you at this time ; 
but I pray God send you as well to fare as I would 
niyself. 

Written at Redbum, the 11th day of April, 
By your poor loving sister-in-law, during my life,. 

E. Norfolk. 

■•George Hastings, Earl of HaDtiogdon, who married the Lady 
Anne Stafford, sister to the- duchess' father, Edward Duke of 
Buckingham. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Margaret, Queen of Scotland, to King Henry the EighOu 
A.i>. 1541. 

{SOOTLAND BOTAL LEITEBS, VOL. I. NO. 4L STATE PAPER OFFICE. .' 
OrigtrialJ] 

Right excellent, right high, right mighty prince, 
and our dearest brother, ^ / 

In our most hearty manner ^we recommend us unto 
you. This poor religious man, friar Joachim, some* 
time sacrist of the holy sepulchre of our Lord Jesn, 
in Jerusalem, and now monk of the abbey called and 
entituled, of Our Lady of Grace, situate betwixt the 
cities of Jerusalem and Damascus, lately come within 
this realm of Scotland with patent letters of the 
patriarch of Jerusalem, making him procurator for 
the said religion, to ask and receive alms from all 
Christian people, for the redemption and relieving of 
the abbot and convent of the said abbey of the order 
of St. Basil, violently taken and withholden in prison 
by the Saracens, infidels in those parts ; aiidalso for 
the relief of their said abbey, presently holden and 
occupied by the said infidels; which extends to a 
gross sum of money, as the said letters more fully 
purport. And the said friar Joachim intends pre- 
sently to pass through your realm of England, and 
from thence to his own country. 

Wherefore we exhort and pray you, our dearest 
brother, in our most effectuous manner, that, for this 
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our special request, you please to give and grant your 
safe conduct and free paasport uato the said friar 
Joachim and his servants, to pass freely through your 
.said realiU) and with your lioenoe. to prooore and 
receive alms from your lieges, to the effect foresaid, 
without any impediment or displeasure to be done to 
him or his servants by any of your lieges orsifbjeots, 
and the which we believe surely you will cause be 
done, not only for this our rei^uest, but mudh ikiore 
for the merit and reward of God, to rdieve Christian 
men forth of thraldem of infidek, enemies .to the 
faith of Christ Jesu. 

Bight excellent, right high, right mighty prince, 
and our dearest brother, eternal God have you.in.His 
blessed and eternal protection. 

At Edinburgh, subscribed with our .hand, ;and 
under our s^net^ the first day .<)f March, 'the year of 
God 1640 yaara.* 

YoturJbraig Bistor, 

, .MABGiSBT B. 
TtK.ihe.'Bight.£see]iflnt,IUghtHigh 
a&d Mighty . Prinze, joid our 
dearest brother, the King of 



* The true date, according to our preeent mode of reckonings is 
1541. Both in England and Scotiand, the legal yeiax did not at tiiiB 
^^fionod oonnn«Bce till March 25th9 oanaeqaeiitly, all docoments 
written between January the let and that day must be assigned to a 
year later than the given date. 
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LETTER LXXyi. 

'Queen Margaret to King Henry the Eighth. 
A.D. 1541. 

[bOTAL LETIEBS SCOTLAND, TOL. I. ART. 42. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

'Holograph.'] 

\* The following is the last letter known to have been penned by 
the ready, though ** evil hand " of Queen Margaret. It announces 
&e death of her two grandsons, Artiiur, Duke of Albany, and James, 
Crown Prince of Scotland, which took place within a few weeks Jof 
each other. Margaret did not long survive this sad event. She 
died at Methven Castle, the residence of her third husband, on the 
34&of November, 1541. 

Dearest brother, the king, ; 

In my most humble manner I reoommend me to 
your grace, whom please^ to wit I have received your 
writing, and understands the same, whereof I thank 
your grace of your good mind towards me, your 
sister. 

Pleaseth you, dearest brother, here hath been 
great displeasure for the death of the prince and his 
brother, both with the king, my dearest son, and the 
queen his wife; wherefore I have done great dili- 
gence to put them in comfort, and is ^never from 
them, but ever in their company, whereof they are 
very glad. Herefore I pray your grace to hold me 
excused, that I write not at length of my matters at 
this time, because I can get no leisure ; but I trust 
you will stand my friend and loving brother, and thjiit 
I get no hurt in nothing that I write to your gf ace, 
i»)r ^that you will not write nothing belonging^o^i^, 
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your sister, to the king, my son, without I be first 

advertised, and that it be with my advice ; praying 

your grace, dearest brother, that it will please you 

to do this for me, your sister, and I am, and shall be, 

ever ready at my power to do your grace's will and 

pleasure. But I am afraid that I put your grace to 

great pain and travail to read my oft writing and my 

evil hand ; praying your grace to pardon me of the 

BamC) and that it will please you, dearest brother, to 

keep secret any writings that I send, for otherwise it 

may do me great hurt, which I trust your grace will 

not do to me, your sister, seeing I am remaining in 

this realm; as God knows, whom preserve your 

grace. 

Written at Stirling, the 12th day of May. 

Your loving sister, 

Margaret R. 
To the King's Grace, my dearest brother. 

Endorsed — *' The Queen Dowager of Scotland to the King's Majesty, 
12th May, ISil.** 



LETTER LXXVII. 



Elinor, Countess of Rutland, to her Father, Sir William 
Paston. 

[PASTON LETTEBS, DOUCE MS., MO. 893, FOL. 98. BODLEIAX LIBRABT, 

OXFORD, Original.^ 

Jesus. 
Father, 

In my most humble wise I recommend me unto you, 

desiring you of your daily blessing. And right glad 
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I hear of your good aineadment, which is much to my 
oomfort, trusting in God that the worst is past with 
you. And concerning the young gentleman which I 
wrote unto you of, I hear now say that long before 
this time he was in communication with Sir William 
Sidney for one of his daughters, and whether they do 
agree or not as yet I cannot fuUy advertise you, the 
world is so changeable now-a-days. And^ howsoever it 
goeth, I trust by your good help, and with the help 
of my lord, to provide ber of another as good as he 
is, for in this matter I am in no certainty as yet. The 
queen's grace will be at Enfield on Friday come 
se'*nnight, and remove to the princess on Saturday 
next after, and come again on Monday. Wherefore, 
if you can conveniently send me some fishes out of 
your parts, against the same time, it would come in 
good time, for here is small store. And, for other 
news, I have none but after the old fashion ; and the 
court is merry, thanked be God, as knoweth our Lord, 
. who keep you and send you long life and good health 
-{to your^pljeasure. 
. Written at Hallywelf, on Shrove Tuesday. 

I. pray you to recoinuiendme most humbly unto my 
'lady> my mother, and pray her of her daily blessing. 
And GoUceming the marriage between my lord of 
'Westihor&land and my'lord,* as yet it is not fully 
:accomplished. And how it taketh ^ect I shall adver- 
• tise y6tt by. my next letters. 

My SKter Elizabeth is. yet with me, and prayeth 

' • Jane, second-daughter of the Earl and Countess of Rutland, 
fnanied H^nry ifeyill, Earl of WestnToreliuid. 

VOL. III. T 
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ydiiofydtir daily btesfliiig, Mditliiiikeli'werykogmitfl 
6h6 see you. AtiA toy bi^dther Johti k ww [upon tlie] 

ToTWjr kyvingiatlnry Sir 
. William Pfustop. 



LETTEE LXXVIII. 

Elinor^ Dowager Countess of Huttaiidy to tier FcUher, 
Sir William Paston. a.d. 1544. 

[lUsTON USTTBBS.'DQUeE MS. NQ. Z9^, VQU 97.. IBWO'^UV MBBAATr 

OXFORD. Oriffinal.} 

%* On September 20th^ IH^, the Earl of Eutland^died, IsaWog 
hy his wOl^ dated August 26th, of Hie same year, ' his Countess 
his ^iDoipal eieecairix. Henry Digby, ^<DaiBed in ' ilie presest 
. letter, wa^ one <rf her oo*eze0ntors. The Gpvi^ssli Wift9^ sqxun^ 
hpr husband eight years. She died in 1551, and waa -jburied at 
St. Leonard's Church, Shoreditch, London. 



; After my liamble duty' I have reedt^cfd yoiEn* letters 
by my brother Clement, to my siiiguiaV'6oarf(8^rt,'^ar6' 
unto I imit m^ b!rot4er Cbamr^ hath, by" hfe letters, 
made ansvveriaoeocdmgly, sigidfyiiig Ufitor yoH that^ 
whereae Henry Digby hath, Iq^ his lei/iem^'^ d^^swii to 
have of ^oe sod 4;he ol^er esecutoi:^ theeou tof iiime 
or four hundred' pouijidfi iu prest, asid that he 
thioketih it heoeisaiy iiiat I mdd o&e great hondfied 
pounds^ worth of plate,. I have reqoved hko ibr 
(mBfW^it timt :he ishafl ii9t only' lopea and 4^iiSare 
his. fuU mind and purposes in e^^xy behalf lusto 
you, but also thathe^all hear ittd fooept yoor 



AdViee atiS »e^€»ttoe therdn, aid tbat'th^n I'iaihiifl' h^ 
gJ^d.to'.QojifQriTi ;pyself.tQ gucU ihmgs^.ias ili^iU/bp 
thought most meet and conveAioDi^ by.^bo^k^oiUD^i'i* 
cretions. 

Whereas I have «int' up 'Bridget Huggatd^to be 
eut^j^d i^at ^lihoti^ any letter unto you,' by re»90D 
I was uncertain ofyonr^|)anr td Lb^dwait^that time^ 
I' fGihatl 'bcN^eeiob fot tbbe «o goody fot^asmiKAi as I tl&ink 
her' dxseafiie requif eii 'ia have present remedy, ^hait yo^u 
wiR provide that she ftiay (be) helped thereio'as 'you 
'- ddftli think most eonvcsii^nt. Assuring ybttHJiat I 
Bhali not'&3 to content' and'p^ yon for tdltstdiih'^ts 
and chai^ges as you shall b^ at^for the'CM^e^'by^^he 
\graee of AMightyOod. And thus praying you to 
hate me humbly commended to my kdy, my n«>lher, 
'- deeiring both your dd^ily* blessings, * t riiaH beseech oar 
Lord to have you bothtii his Massed preservaAioh. 

From Beauvoir,'the ISth day of February. 

ELUTOft EutXANb. ; 

WlQiam PastoDy 
■ Knight. 



LETTER LXXIX. 



Queen Catherine Parr to the Cowneilwitk iheEing. 
A.n. 1544. 

[CAUaS COBBESPONDENCB, BX7NDLB IV. NO. 411 B. STATE PAPER 

OFFICE. Original.l 

•»• The three following letters were written by Queen Catherine 
Parr, when Regent of Enghuid, during the expedition undertaken by 
Heniy VIII. to Calais and Boulogne in 1544. Part of the noblemen 
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of the pmy oonneil attended their royal master, while the remiiinder 
were appointed to assist the qneen regent with their adviee. Between 
the council with the king and that with the qneen, a frequent oor- 
>MBp<Midence was maintained. 



Kathebine .the Queen, K.P. 

^ Bight tnifity and right well-beloved cousins and tni&ty 
^and right well-beloyed. 
We greet you well. Letting you wit that; having 

. received your: letters of the . 23rd of this present, we 
have by the same had singular cpmfortj :as wdl to 
perceive. thereby the state of health pay lord .the king^s 

> majesty was in at that present, as also the good begin- 
ning of success of his grace's affairs there; for your 

Joyful news whereof we give unto you our right hearty 
thanks. And forasmuch as, touching the other con- 

• tents of your said, letters, we have presently written 
at length unto my said lord, the king's majesty, we 
forbear to repeat the same unto you, not doubting 
but that his. highness will communicate the same unto 
you accordingly. Given under our signet at my said 
lord the king'^s majesty's honour of Hampton Court, 
the 25th day of July, the 36th year of his majesty's 
most noble reign. 

To our right trus^ and well-beloved, 

the Ck>uneil attendant on my Lord 

. the King's MajestyVmost noble person. 
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LETTER LXXX. i 

Queen Catherine Parr to King Henry the Eighth. 
A.D. 1544. 

CCAULIS COBBBSFONDENCB, BUNDUB IT. IfO. 415. 8TATB PAPB9 OTFICK* • 

Original.l 

Pleaseth it your majesty to be advertised, this 
afternoon were brought unto me' letters from your ^ 
majesty^s lieutenant of the north, declaring the appre- 
hension of a Scottish ship by: certain fishermen of Rye^ 
and in the same certain Frenchmen and Scots, being 
sent with divers letters and credence towards the 
French king and others in France. And because I 
thought this taking of them, with the interception of 
the said letters, to -be -of much importance for the 
advancement of your majesty^s affairs, ordained (I 
doubt not) of God, as well to the intent your high- 
ness might thereby certainly understand the crafty 
dealing and juggling of that nation, as also mete with 
the same after such sort as to your high wisdom shall 
be thought most convenient ; I have presently sent 
such of the said letters as, uppn the view of the same^: 
appeared of most in^>ortance unto your majesty* 
There are a great number of other letters. to the 
French King and others, bothlrom the dowager ^ and 
others, but they are either of the same effect that 
these be which I have sent unto your majesty, or 
general letters only for credence. My lords of ypur 
maje^ty> council have sent to have certain of the chief, 
both of the Scots and Frenchmen, sent up, upon whose : 

•Miiiy of Guise. 
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examination your majesty shall be farther advertised 
with diligence. 

My lord, prince and the rest (^ ypui: a^igestyTs 
children are all, thanks berto God, in very good health. 
And thus with my most humble commendations unto 
yodr mkjesty, I p^ay Almighty 'Odd Tiave' the satiaie Ih 
his most blessed keeping. From your majesty's honour 
of BaqoiptaiL Coud;, thd h»bii»f df^'dfu^, itli^ig^ 
yesrcff yowmftjeslyV<mQi»itt|iJbU)4::^ f 

Your grace's tnosthiiaiMisi'' 
:: loimg wife^ aiftd s^pvint, 

Totli« Kind's jn«Bt 

Bxeelient Mp-jerty, . , . 



. ^b*^m,Qathmm, Parr tp aw^. ^^^wjr ^he^EigfifK . 

Pkia^h ir jTott^-^ajest^tb'fifc^'^l^ I 

had nt tl^ ptemkt 1^h^'m^vett*eAWe^ itiipot^BtMb W 
be\^gi^«^d i ^ilMo ' yeyiir ' hfgiiMiSi^ ' ydttH^I-e^^b^ing, 
thiikd>b^*d'j4[lnai^Hty fefodV iii'yfery go6(J>oiP*6r and 
qxk^^; *yi|l^vf(tt^ti]luel^^a^ 
tiaie^di^a<)eii«^ h6d<^Jutito<yt>ii]f m^es^^ 
o(SOfi(mt^; I th6ughtl%*kny di%^ti ^VertiSo your 
majdfityo^ th^Mdlngdf %hb Bam^^, ^thfmg AMghtJr 
God to 8^d< jf^^^^t^y^'c^oliMlnua^^ and 

m(Hlt^^ci«^«W idum^^dS' iki' all ybtii^ faighnefis" Wdsit 
noble enterprises. My loi^d * priikJ^ and the rest of 
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t&tts, with my, most humble commendations onto yotLt 
jsn^wtj, I psay Almighty Ood have the same in his 
hmmtI bleMe«L ke^mg. Froin jtmrtamjeBifn faonom 
of Hampton Court, the 25th of August, thd 38th year 
of your majesty'^s most noble reign. 

Your majesty'^s most humble 

loving wile 4iA4 i^rvant, 
Katherine thb Qubbn, K.P. 

To the song's most 
ExoeUent Majesty. 



Ia ilM Steto' Paper Offiee^re two othef letteM of QnMen CatlieriAe 
Parr, H^hilst regent in England ; the insertion of which in the present 
TOlumes is waived^ in deference to the wishes of the Comndssion for 
ihd publication of State Papers^ who intend to print them in their 
fdrthcomiiig volaxae of Calais Correspondence. One of these is 
dated 'July 25tii; and addressed- to tiie king. ^Tlie qaeen informs' faiiii 
tliat the lords of her council 'had^ faEen orders for sending over 
40,000/. to bun, and iho^ they would hwril 4Q0O tiie& in MadinMsi to 
send aian hour's notice. The eo&cladibg^j^Mi|saph| whidi is entirely 
in the handwriting of Queen Catherine, is as follows, — ** 1 can do no 
less but advertase your majesty of the good diSgence of your coun- 
adlnr» here, who taketh uacb pain.in> the setting foith of yow 
hig^eas's aSQurs, according -to their most bound duti^, not doubting 
but all things shall be aci^mplished to your grab's will and 
pteasore."*^. 

Tlis oeemd lette^.dntei Avgapt 6[th, is addressed to iJM eCHineiT 
with the king, informing them that the lords of her council have, 
taken orders for sending oyer 2000 shovels, if they could get M 
many, sad f(* tittAsporthig ]e4d to €alaiiS Ao> 

'Ax^ng^ th» Oottoniiui. jDiAS&<^ 16 an original letterrfnm Heni*y 
YIII. to Catherine Parr, ^ted ''Before Boulogne, September 8th^ 
1544'.'' ' It contains a reply ^ to a reG[uest from the queeii to be peiv ^ 

»; CalaisrColretp^if^onooi bu&dla iv. art; 411 Air 
^ Ibid, bundle v. art. 420 a. 
« Cab'gula E. iv. fbl. 66; 
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milled to have.the attendaaee of eertKn.penQii8 m.E«r ebamliery im 
lifiu of others. who were suffering firom indispositioiL.. The king ^y» . 
he will leave it to her own ehoice ; for though he did not think them ' 
meet to be formally admitted into her Beryiee, yet she might t^ke-- 
tbem into her .chamber to pass the time with her.a^ ^7% or acoom- 
pany her in her recreations during his absence. The latter part of 
this letter is printed by Miss Strickland.* 



LETTER LXXXII. 

Princess Elizabeth to Queen Catherine Parr. 
A.D. 1544. 

[cotton MS., 0TH0.y c. X. FOL. 231. Holography Ilaliany burni, 

SyPPUED FBOM SMITB MS. NO. 68, FOL. 49. BODLEIAN LIB&AJMT.J ' 

*J^ This epistle, which is in elegant Italian, was written to Queen 
Catherine Parr, as regent, in 1544, during the absence, of Henry . 
yill. The cause of the long absence of the p^cess from the court 
of her step-mother, of which she complains, has not transpired. 



Inimical fortune, envious . of all good and . ever 
revolving human affairs, has deprived me for a whole 
year of your most illustrious presence, and, not thus' 
content, has yet again, robbed me of the same good ; « 
which thing would be intolerable to me, did I not; 
hope to enjoy it very soon. And in this my exile, 
I well know that the clemency of your highness has 
had as much care and solicitude for my health as the 
king'^s majesty himself. , By which thing I am not 
only bound to serve you, but also to revere you with 
filial love, since I understand that your most illus- 
trious highness has not forgotten me every time you 
have written to the king's majesty, which, indeed, it 
* Queens of Enghmd, yol. y. p. 51. . 
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was my duty to baye requested from you. - For here* 
tofore I have not dared to write to him* Wherefore r 
Inow humhly pjray your most excellent highness^ 
that^ when you write to his majesty,, you will coade- 
Bcend to recommend me to him, praying ever for his 
sweet benediction, and similarly. entreating our Lord . 
God to send him best success^ and the obtaining of 
victory over bis enemies, so that your highness and 
I may, as soon as possible, rejoice together with him 
on his happy return. . No . less pi^ay I God, that he 
would preserve your most illustrious highujess; to 
whose girace, humbly kissing, your hand^, I offer and 
recommend myself. 
From St.^JamesX this Slst of July. . 

Your most obedient daughter, and most 
faithful, servant, 

Elisabbth. 



LETTER LXXXIIL 

Princess Elizabeth to Queen Catherine Parr. 
A.D. 1544. 

[SMITH MS. NO. 68, FOL. 51. BODLEIAN LIDRA&T.] 

To our most noble and virtuous queen* Catherine, 
Elisabeth, her humble daughter, wisheth per- 
petual felicity and everlasting joy. 
Not onlyiknowing the effectuous will apd fervent 
zeal, the which your highness hath towards all godly 
learning, as also my duty towards you,' most gracious 
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and sovereign prioeess ; bnt knowing aI«o, th^t *{mfiS* 
laftimity ami icHetiesi^ apo'm^t repugnatnt uAto a 
roMonable enreatisre, and -thM^ (aa tbeophSIoAopiiot - 
sayetli)' ereh as. an instfumenfof^iron^'or of other 
metal waiteth eooi^ vuMrf; nnUitMS'ft be conttnuallj 
oocnpibd; even so'ehaE^ttibirit Ofii rtan^ a' woman' 
wait didt and' tiMpi '^do oi^ u^d^iMII^ thing 
perfcotiy,' xkieka it* ;b^' always' oeonpkd ' upon some 
maanet of sMc^ Wli&^b ti^gt^cMriditt^; hafft 
moted so.Hsmalf a pdrtfen att'God'hMb hW ine^ i6 
ft&vef what I conkt do^ And, therefoi^, have . I' (as 
for eeiteyop begintoing^, fcdIowii^«.^^'i4gM ndtid>ie 
.saying of the proverb aforesaid) transfailiM ^kSft Itt^ 
book out of Frenoh'Thytn* intto^ SnglUh^'prbse, join- 
ing the st^t^ceis t6getHer; arwfein as* the' capacity 
of my simple wit and' small learning could extend 
themselveis'. ' 

The which book is entitled or named, ^' The Mir- 
ror, or Glass, of the Sinful Soul,^' wherein is con- 
stained, how she (beholding and contemplating what 
she is), doth perceive' hoT^; of ' hen^edf 'and her own 
strength^ jshe oaa da* snl9thi|^^t)^d;^^ j{|^ . i%,^\pre- 
vaileth for her salvatjipii^ j upleis it be through the 
grace of God, whose mother, daughter, sister, and 
wife, by the Scriptures, she proveth herself to be. 
Trusting' als<y tbttt, thtMij^h!' Ms iEfebmcpreheiirible 
love, gtaoe^ atid'ttiewsy, fehe (being called from*sin to 
repentance), dolih f^ithfulTy liope to Wsaved.i And 
althougli t know^ that, as for^ toypai^'whi^^I l!kate 
wrotag^t in it (as'w^H spiritual^ as man^ifl); there is 
nothing' done* att^it should be, tidr^'efee worthy to 



come in your grace^s hands, but rather all unperfect 
and uncorreot ; yet do I trust also -diat^ howbeit it 
is like a w^rk wbioh ia but. new begun aocl shapen, 
that the file of your excellent wit and godly learn- 
ing, in^ the reading <of it (H so it youobsafe your 
higliTOsa^t&> ia}r ehall rub out, polish^ avd mend (or 
eheeatiB&tomettd), the words (or rather the order 
of my writing), the which I know, in many places, 
to.be luAe^ and nothing dsxiB aa it should be. But 
I hope that, after to have been in your grace's 
handS) there sbalt be nothing in it worthy of repre- 
heiifikH^ and that in the mean ^riiile no other (bat 
your highness only), shall read it or see it, lest my 
faults be known of many. Then shall they be better 
exoused (as my confidence is in yom* gnioe^s accus- 
tomed benevolence), than if I should bestow a whole 
j%mt in writing or iavnating ways for to excuse them. 
Praying God Almighty, the Maker and Creator of 
all things, to grant unto your highness the same 
New Yearns day, a lucky and a prosperous year, 
witii prosperous issue, and continuance of many years 
in good health and continual joy, and all to his 
honour, praise, and glory* . 

. Prom Ashridg^, thdlast day* of the year o£ our 
i^d Godi 1544w . 
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LETTER LXXXIV, 
Queen Catherine Parr to Princess Mary, a.d. 1544. 

[OOTXON MS. TBBPASIANi F. HI. ART. 35, VOL. 29. Xoilfl.] * 

*•* The transUtion of the. panphnM of ^ EnuBQiiiiB caiibo GkMigtit 
of St. John'' into English, by the Catholic (^een Muy, fomiB one , 
of those anomalies which would scarcely be credited, did it not rest 
on undoubted authority. The following is an extract from the pre- 
face, by Udal, in whose name the translation was at length giTsn to 
the world, dedicated to Queen Catherine Parr :.^ . 

** And in this behalf like as to your highness, most noble Queen 
Catherine, for causing these paraphrases of the most famous clerk, ' 
and most godly wiiter, Etasmns of Rotterdam, to be .translated into . 
our vulgar language, England can neyer be able to render thanks . 
sufficient ; so may it never be able, as her deserts require^ enough to * 
praise and magnify the most noble^ the most virtuoos, tho most 
witty, and the most studious Lady MaiT's graooi daught^of thi^. 
late most puissant and victorious King Henry the Eighth, &c. ; it 
may never be able, I say, enough to praise and magnify her grace for 
takihg such great study, pain, and travail^ in tmndating this para- , 
piurase of the said Erasmus npont the Gospel of John, at your hifh- 
ness' special contemplation, as a number of right well-leamed men 
both would have made courtesy at, and also would^ have brought to 
worse frame in the doing.'* 

Francis Mallet, to whom the princess was indebted for aid in her. 
work, was promoted by her, when queen, to the deanery of Lincoln, 
and her death alone prevented his elevation to the see of Salisbury. 



Although,, most noble and dearest lady, there are 

many reasons that easily induce my writing to yon 

at this time, yet nothing so greatly moves me thereto 

as my concern for your health ; which, as I hope 

it is very good, so am I greatly desirous to be 

assured thereof. 

• There is another copy of this letter in Smith MS. 68, foL 58. 
Bodleian Library^ Oxford. 
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Wherefore, I despatch to you thifl messengier, 
who will be (I judge) most acceptable to you, not: 
only from his skill in music, in which you, I am well . 
aware, take as much de%ht as myself, but also . 
because, having long sojourned with me, he can give 
the most certain informatibn of my whole, estate and . 
health. And, in truth, I have had it in mind before 
this to have made a journey to you and salute you 
in person ; but all things do not correspond with my 
will. Now, however, I hope this winter, and that . 
ore long, that, being nearer, we sliall meet; than 
which, I assure you, nothing can bq to me more: 
agreeable, and more to my heart's desii:e. 

Now since, as I have heard, the finislung touch 
(as far as translation is ccmcemed) is given by Mal- 
let to Erasmuses work upon John, and nought 
now remains but that proper care and vigilance 
should be taken in revising, I entreat you to send 
over to me this very excellent and useful work, now 
amended by Mallet, or some of your people, that 
it may be committed to the press in due time ; and 
farther, to signify whether you wish it to go forth 
to the world (most auspiciously) under your name, or 
as the production of an unknown writer. To which 
work you will, in my opinion, do a real injury, if you 
refuse to let it go down to posterity under the aus-. 
pices of your own, name, since, you. have undertaken 
so much labour in accurately translating it for the 
great good of the public, and. would have undertaken 
still greater (as is well known) if the health of your 
body had permitted. 



IBSt LEXXEB&.OF. B0YJIi«.;AlQD 

. And^ fliiioe iatt Idia; worU knowB th^t^ yoo Tnlyb 
i(Mled and btbonved nmchv is tlii& biifiineflSj I do not 
see why yon should lepiidisle : thlit pffaiaB' whiob.- 
all men jnaify eonfer :oi^' ycm.. Howrever, L leava tUs > 
whole matterto yociFdUBaiMvdbii^ and, whatatrer veao-* 
Itttkm you: saiay adopts that wffli^xaoet my fidlest' 
appzobatbni 

Fpr)ili6«piiiiae, which yijiahduns ienfe me m «(pre8eDt; 
I retain . yon great thaalor; lipcay Of&i^. ihe\ 
giaeateatr^and. beat of baings, {h9iiJIe d^ignM bleat, 
yoa umntenmptedly witk tnis and uiiaUbyed;'bftppip<^ 
May you' long false Widlintfaim* 
From Hanwortfi, 2(Nli of Septemher; 

lifofll? devotedly an* l^in^y youw^ 



IJEZCIEEB LXXXV. 

Cdihtrine, Countess of Westmoreland, to this EkrVof 
Shrewsbury. a.iJ. vers. 1544. 

•'\*- Th^(k>uiite89or'W«8tniovi6]ABd ifas Ihefieeoad )clatigM* «^ 
Sdvft]^ DnkeCcff Bii4diig^i|n^(fmd.;gmQ in fipaimgei tQ/Bi^ 
Earl of Westmorelandi . to compensate him for bis diflapppintment,. 
when her elder sister -Elizabelh}^ to' 'v^hom ho hid t>e<&n previously 
pligittod^ WW glTMi itt marriJigetitd Tli<itiiii/ :¥ktlU Bomf, wMtis 
was^ iik IlukA of. Norfolk. She hada laxge lamily of aeveivaoiui 
and nine daughters. She died'on Tuesday^ May 14tb^ 1 555^ and was 
hhritrd the folfowing Friday at St. Leonard's, -Shoreditch.* 

\ TbrnrteMdai^mt Oka :coanliBefr/ali< CoUbmnd^Mrtiti expofMt keB «• 

» Harleian MS. 897, fc^; 86.' 



ooeaaional perilsy in the often diBtarbed stftte of the northern conntieB. 
Thomas Tempest, writing on one oecaaion to the Duke of Norfolk^ 
detailing some disturbances that had arisen on account of the absence 
of the Bishop of DuiluiDauia fiaA ef^ 'Westmerelandy adds,-— << My 
lady of Westmoreland^ with such counsel as she ^take^ to her^ 
«tayeth ik6 ccHintfy h^dL/for^-a'ti^ ; 1 assimTtmr 1(M^, she 
raliier playeth the part of a kdHgllt! than ^of a lady, as your lordship 
ahall well perc^ve at your coming hither.''* 

V3is&iiicf.€bnBnlrary^io wtjom^thefgespntJeHsrig^idroMwd^ 
I appointed lieutenant of th^Kortt in the year 1544. 



' Aftet my most hearty recommenda;tionB mito youi^ 
good lordship, thia shall be to advertiflo tho same 
thatr my servaant, Nmion M^imll, the briflger hereof, 
who ia^ gentleman, and. is very diesirous to serve tha. 
king's: ma|^y oa. tho^ bor4«i». fora< aneofii Scotland. 
Wherefore, my lord, I pray^you that ymi would, at 
this mina instance and desire, admit him to be a 
cmpiiirkfiUptai .thft:flaid bt^eis.; Trustkngi that bo 
win T30 ns^ himself therein, or in any other btisiness 
that it -shall ^ease yourlardshig to put hunmito, if it 
be beicui^ing » gentleman to do,' that' yoir< shall be 
oontented therewith, or else I would be right loath to 
witto.thiiAinih]S:.£M0ur«( And Almighty Ood pnat * 
serte ydtrf'good terdiJiip* From Brandspath, the 
aSiJh dtiyof ApnT 

, . YoiiBlaviiigieoiiam,. , , 

Catherine W.wfruGBKiuaif. 

goodlbrfy th^ King'* Majesty** Lieu- 
tenant, be this given. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

Lady Eleanor .QDond to JCinff Hemy FIJI. 
A.D. 1545. 

[iBlSH.COaUtSBPOKDBNCE^ TOL» Tl. ▲BX..61. 8XATB PABER .0PFICX. 

Or^uio/.] 

\* Lady Eleanora O'Donel, or Fitz'Geraldy as she was generally 
called/ was the daughter of Gerald Fitz Gerald, 9th Earl of .Kildai:^, 
of whom mention has already been made. Irish-horn and Irish- 
hred, she inherited the warmtii and impetuosity of the natives of the • 
Emerald Isle. She was twice married ; first to an Irish chieftain^ 
called M'Charty Reagh, by ,whom she had a son; and again to 
Manus O'Donel, who, on the death of his father, Sir Hugh O'Donel, 
in 1537, was elected by the people of -Tyrconnel to succeed- him as - 
chief of the . O'Donel clan, and, according to custom, wa« inaugu* ' 
rated on a stone near the church of Kilmacrenan.^ This nobleman 
long remained fiiUthAil to Honry VI 1 1, during the Geraldine rebel- ' 
li<m,<^ but his. wife was too. warmly interested .in the &te.of.her> 
kindred to act with equal prudence. Her present petition for pardon . 
was inclosed in a letter from the Privy Council of Irehuid to the 
Council of England, dated May 6th,-1545, in which the following' 
mention occurs of Lady O'DoneL'^ ** It may also, please your noble 
lordships, that the htte Earl of Kildare's sister, M'Charfy Reagh's 
mother, which, for displeasure of her brethren and Emily's just 
punlihment, hath been taken to -be a practiser and procurer of die- 
contentions and wars here, having made -oft suit unto uS'for her . 
pardon, at this present, upon our safe conduct, which we granted 
her in respect of the time, to allure her from any practice in the 
south parts, where great bruit is of the arrival of the Frenchmen, 

• In March 7th, 1551, she received a pension from Edward VI. of 
ZOL a-year for life, the patent of which was granted to her as the < 
Lady Eleanora Fitzgerald. Patent RoU, 5 Edward VI. part 2. 

^ Ware's History of Ireland, p. 98. 

<^ Several letters from him to Henry are preserved in the 3rd volume 
of the Irish Correspondence, State Paper Office, and one in the 4th, 
art. 58. 

*^ Irish Correspondence, voL vi. art. 62. 
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we shall beseeeh your, most honourable good lordship thati aeeord- 
ingly, considermg she is bnt a woman, and yet we, haying great 
regard to her parentage, would not condesoend to 'pardon her here, 
to move the king's, majesty for his moetgraeioas pardon to her, ■ 
whereby she may repose herself, .and so be put out of fear, and 
thereby have occasion to relinquish her M fimtasies." 

The solicited pardon was granted and sent over in the month of 
August the same year.*. 



My most humble and lowly duty premifled, it' 
may please .you, most dread sovereign lord, to be 
advertised that, where I acknowledge myself hi^iy 
to have offended your princely magnificence, and, 
rather by ignorance than presumption, also committed 
the thing which stood not wit^ the duty of mine alle- 
giance; yet, considering your most kingly clemency, 
extended to all sorts, and such especially as with 
incorrupt heart submit themselves unto your accus- 
tomed mercy,- 1, your graoe^s humble oratrice and' 
subject, most lowly beseech your highness, in the 
honour of Odd, to. remit my said offences; and, 
having respect to my present unfeigned repentance,- 
to grant me, poor gentlewoman, your majesty's most 
gracious pardon and forgiveness ; which, for the 
better obtaining of the same, I have, these two years 
past, continually made diligent suit and request to 
your grace^s deputy and council here, to be peti- 
tioners to your majesty in my behalf ; yet, for that 
they have taken me to be an offendress, as I myself 
confess the same, and to have continued in the far 
parts of this your realm, amongst the M^Charties, 
they have refused to write unto your highness in my 

* Irish Correspondence, art. 72. 



bc^haif) Aod ye($, in hope boA of jtmr piino^ mero^, 
and my unfeigned reconciliation, have granted, mid 
fiaforoonduct to repaic into ypur majjest/s Eng}i«Ji. 
pale^arnd there to remaitt^t ptaeo by thMi aasigned, 
til^ your majesty's determinate pleasure be farther 
signified herein. It may, therefore, 'pleiiae yoiie mqafe'. 
kingly goodness, in granting this my humble suit, as 
mil ta donrign my wanaiit, sent hfesewithy mtii ;y0iir 
majesty's most graoioos faaad, a^to signify abo yow 
hi|^ pleasure uato your .flbid d^uty apd oooaeil ooil*> 
odnuog the same; vrhlatehy I may nbt o0ty stand ia 
aMiranoe of your mottgracioua pardon and remiMoiii 
for mine oSences, but also freely resort withiu thd 
body of your sidd realm, that th^eby I might at 
least avoid tiie oft€fn. suspect causeless conceived 
againat mevby oontmoal ^i^Wn^ (dweUing) ia the 
esxitreme eoafines of this your land. That knoweth 
Almighty God, who long. preserve yottr most nobb 
graee in all honour and fdicity to reigou Froni 
])ialahidei betid^^ Dublin, tbe.4rth of May. 

Yosr.majesty'stoost humble subjeeA, 
and beadsvRomao,. 

ELBiatoa. Eon GsttAiD: 
To tlM'iQiig'8 most Bxtfel&lit Malesty. 
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. LETTER LXXXVIL 

EHzdbeth, Duchess of Norfolk^ to her brotlier, Lord 

Stajffbrd. 

[conoM MS. TITUS, B. 1» VOL, 162« Oriffinai.'\ 

%* Th^postseript'of the following letter, which win' the hand- 
writing of the duchess^ baffles all attempta to dedpher it aatiafaetorify, 
for when: she doev take pen in * hand hefself, it is after the strangest 
iariiiony* and it would be dilBenlt to find any- writiog, ereii ' of ihe 
period of Heniy VIIL^ that so completely sets all rules > of ortfaoght- 
phy and penmanship at defiaiiee. ' The present attempt to detect her 
meaning in this postscript is probably a failure ; the original ortho- 
graphy is subjoined. 

It would seem that the character of the duchess was softened 
down towards the dose of her life, since her:brother consented to 
confide oneof his daughters to her care. The -last recorded notice 
of her is her presence, in October 1557, at the funeral of Mary, 
Countess of Sussex ; but, ever wayward and eccentric, she and her 
genilewomei), who occupied the next place to the chief mourner, 
appeared in coloured habiliments, instead of the usual garb -of 
sorrow.^ On her decease in 1558, her brother. Lord Stafford, had 
the following>epitaphengraTedon her tombstone in Howard Chapel, 
' Lambeth. 

** Good Duchess of Norfolk, the Lord have mercy upon. thee, who 
died at Lambeth, the last of November. 

Earewell, good lady and sister dear^ 
Louearth we shall never meet here ; 
But yet, I trust, with God's grace, 
tn heaven we shall deserve a' place. 
' Yet ihy Idndnees shall never depaa^ 
During my life, out of my heart 
Thou wast to me, both for and near, 
A motiier, a sistei*, a friend most dear. 
And to all thy friends most sure and fost, 
-When fortune had sounded his Iroward blast ; 

, • MS. I. xvl fol. 266. Henads' College. 
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And to the poor a very mother. 
More than was known to any other ; 
Which 18 thy treasure now at this day, 
And for thy soul they heartily pray. 
So shall I do, that here remain: 
God thy jopi pi«BecF^ fMWX^pwju, , 

' Sy^tiiy n&ost honliden'hrotheri 

The date of the letter is vnoBCtobi/ipxoeptthatit must be posterior 
to 1547, when Henry Stafford was restored to the title of Lord 
Stafford. It is^vident, from fiie present letter, that he had several 

naooed Sis WiS^Mklierai^M i^tmef. 

The oi4y m^vdol jMd idetod (ff .iiie BmimmyoiiV^Mkiw,iiikt 
aheuwaa a lihetall .iMBfllafilflSsftTQ£:BiaBt^ (mw- Cbvpas. CSfatiafi) 
. €Mtoe0, GamhDds^ 

Oood brother of^StJiflfcrd, 

I commend me uoto you, and ^voiitd be very glad 
to Ittarof yenr hfiftUih; aod I prfty^gM^uiiUMfat)! m^y 
be heartily commended to my good' Ijady Staflfbrd, 
and to^he^w ber that her daqgbtei; Susan. ai;i<l jouv's 
'kiaiHDod^hefthhaiid menryySnd ilemveir^iirbleari^iB. 
Nevertheless this be, good brother, .'If ybii seiid me 
\mj)(^ y4nir<fdaiUglMi^r9y I pi^ yrW tof r9e^;4»e my 
niece Dorothy, for I am well acquainted Tirith her 
conditions already, and so I Am not ^thtbe othf^rs ; 
and she is yom^at^ toa; /and |f .;di&vb6 changed, 
therefore, she is better' to breiak as cohoeming her 
youth. And thus I pr^y, JG^od to,, ni^i ^ you health 
and as much hoiraff ws I ^mmMtwaj^u^^ AWritten at 
Redbum, the 

Byypw,pciw: . 

' E'. Norfolk. 
* Strype's Life of Parker, rol. i. p. 28. 
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Brother, 1 frray yott to send Oto my niece Dorothy, 
lieeaiise 1 know h^r <3^Hiomi — she Bhall not la6k ae 
long afi I lire^ an yon wdtii be heard fey me at (all), 
or else I think you be own kin to the false drab and 
cook ; an not hem (had it not been) I had had hkt to 
my eomfort.® 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Trincem EUxabethfio Ltrd Mmmai Sej^momr. 
:ajd.' U647. 

[L«n VITA i)i ELiSABBiTA, VOL. I, P.T71. Itdtlan,'\ 

%*^ liCti, in writiog bis Life o£ Elizabeth^had evidently acofiss to 
many Tahiabte original Itftt^s, some of 'vi^ich [hare now perished ; 
tMlfai tiMMT tddeh ireoudii^pnite, «n <oniyarii«i, to.haye Jl)eett faiitli- 
folly, ibo);|gb Ireelj tran a Ut ed fey bixp» .ihei» Js no jd^mou whatever 
to doubt the authenticity of the remainder, thoftgh the originals are 
not', known itd be in existence. The' IbUowing letter toufirms the 
jNyart.t)^ our WlJomoB, tiiat JLwd . fleymoior imp0Md «iaixii|;B<io 
Elizabeth immediately on her father's death, even b^ore his.hivi^ 
marriage with the Qaeen Dowager Catherine Pair^ • 



My.lord adniirail. 

The letter you have 'WTitten to me is. the most 
obliging, and at the same time the modt eloquent in 
%e worjd, .And as I do not feeKmyself competent 

^ Po9t$cr%pt in the original ortfiggn^Eihj^^Btoiiin^^ I -^ jv^ 
to ^fland .mfi my ness dorety by kass I kno bar kon dessess 
se sal not lake bass long bass I leffe and heiKold be hord.^y,.me 
at hor haless I kyng he be hone kyne tha ffaless drab and konk 
and nat ben I hade hadehar to my couffert." 

The word he is generally used instead of pe or pou^ by the 
duchess* 



1^ lc;tt£rs of royal and 

to reply to so many Courteous expresdione, I shall 
.eoAtent myself with unfolding to you, in few words, 
my real sentitb^itfi. I oonfess to you that your 
letter^ all elegant as it is, has very much surprised 
me; for, besides that neither my age nor my incli- 
nation allows me to think of marriage, I never could 
have believed that any one would have spoken to me 
of nuptials, at a time when I ought to think of no* 
thing but sorrow for the death of my father. And to 
him I owe so much^ that I must have two years at 
least'to mourn for his loss. And how can I make up 
my mind to become a wife before I shall have en- 
joyed for some years my virgin state, and arrived at 
years of discretion ! 

Permit me, then, my lord admiral, to tell you 
frankly, that, as there is no one in the world who 
more esteems your merit than myself, or who sees 
you with more pleasure as a disinterested person, so 
•would I preserve to myself the privilege of recog- 
nising you as such, without entering into that strict 
bond of matrimony, which often causes one to forget 
the possession of true merit. Let your highness be 
well persuaded that, though I decline the happiness 
of becoming your wife, I shall never cease to interest 
myself in all that can crown your merit with glory, 
and shall ever feel the greatest pleasure in being your 
servant, and good friend, 

Elizabeth. 
27ih February, 1547. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to Princess Mary. a.d. 1547. 

[leti yita di elisabetta. yol. I., p. 180. ItaUanJl 

*«* The occasion of the followiDg letter was the premature 
marriage of Catherine Parr with the Lord Admiral Seymour. 



Princess, and very dear sister. 

You are very right in saying, in your most ac- 
ceptable letters, which you have done me the honour 
of writing to me, that, our interests being common, 
the just grief we feel in seeing the ashes, or rather 
the scarcely cold body of the king, our father, 
«o shamefully dishonoured by the queen, our step- 
mother, ought to be common to us also. I cannot 
express to you, my dear princess, how much afiliction 
I suffered when I was first informed of this marriage, 
and no other comfort can I find than that of the ne- 
•cessity of submitting ourselves to the decrees of 
Heaven ; since neither you nor I, dearest sister, are 
in such a condition as to offer any obstacle thereto, 
without running heavy risk of making our own lot 
much worse than it is; at least, so I think. We 
have to deal with too powerful a party, who have got 
all authority into their hands, while we, deprived of 
power, cut a very poor figure at court. I think, then, 
that the best course we can take is that of dissimu- 
lation, that the mortification may fall upon those who 
commit the fault. For we may rest assured that 
the memory of the king, our father, being so glo- 
rious in itself, cannot be subject to those stains which 

VOL. III. K 
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can only defile the persons who have wrought them. 
Let us console ourselyes by making the best of what 
we cannot remedy. If our silence do us no honour, 
at least it will not draw down upon us such disasters 
as our- lamentations might indvoe. 

These are my sentiments, which the little reason 
I have dictates, and which glides my respectful reply 
to your agreeable letter. ; With regard to the return- 
ing of visits, I do not see that you, who are the elder, 
are obliged to this ; but the position in which I stand 
obliges me to take other measures ; the queen having 
shown me so great affection, and done me so many 
kind offices, that I must use much tsuct in manoeuvring 
with her, for fear of appearing ungrateful for her 
benefits. I shall not, however, be in any hurry to 
visit her, lest I should be charged with approvmg 
what I ought to censure. 

However, I shall always pay much deference to 
your instructions and commands, in all which you. 
shall think convenient or serviceable to you, as being' 
your highnesses &c. Sec. 



LETTER XC. 

Lady Hume to Protector Somerset. a.d. 1547. 

[SCOTLAND OOBBESPONDENCE, VOL. IV/aRT. 118. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

%^ MAriooj Lady Hume, was the daugfaterund co-^heirof Batricic, 
Loid HaUbuxton, and the wife of Gsorgei seoend' Loind Harney a 
nobleman of great abilities and brayery, whioh were partlcnlarlj 
displayed in Ms resistance to the attempts of the English against 
Scotland. The patrlcrtinn of his wif«rwtt% hcfweyer, of alevdeei'^ 
siye character, as appears from the following lattov, bgr wiii<h. it 
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is evident that the Duke of Someaaet, in his invasidn of Soot- 
land in 1547, had successfully tampered with her and induced her to 
surrender her husband's castle of Hume. Her only son Alexander, 
whom she mentions, sosecwdM his father as third Lord Hume. 



My lord, 

Aft^ all lawfiol oonunendatiou of service unto your 
good graee. Pleasetk your grace to be certified I . 
have been very sore examined for the rendering of 
the place? of Hume, avid that m^son aad I had taken 
moixey for it, with many other unlawful sayings, whicfa 
were too long, t© recount to your grace. I answered, 
an (any) man would put reproach to my son and me, 
we wotdd make it, to be defended honourably. It 
was said, I sold for thanks, and all my posterity. I 
answered, I marvelled why they thought I could cause 
keep the sober bawnking^ of Humet from so puissant 
an army, when ail the noble men of the realm could 
not keep the fields^ They might see your grace's 
audacity and prudence was as great to come to your 
effect as was the pumaait power your grace had in 
guarding. I bad them beware yet, and eHher debate- 
stoutlier nor they had done, or then to do the thing 
they thought»reasonr of before, and not to suffer the 
realm to go utterly ta mm. I said more nor I muy 
write at this time. 

I beseech, your grswe to shew you a loving prince 
to my son,, and to remiember your grace promised me 
he should return home feastily with pleasure. I give 
confidenee to your graee'i3 faithful promise, for* to 
ray appiOMra&ce tiere seems sM truth in your grac6, 

* Probably a diminutire of hawn, a sort of fortification. 
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whereof I have good assurance. There is part of 
men that should be friends said many reproaches of 
my son and me, and said, had I suffered till they had 
spoken with your grace, they had dealt that the 
place had been kept still, and the country in another 
manner nor it was. Your grace knows your own 
mind what you would have done to them. Also, they 
say they have given a prerogative above my son's 
assurance, which I will not believe, but your grace 
will do best to us of any other. For your grace shall 
find nothing with us but truth, and that it will like 
your grace to desire my son with no unconvenient ; 
but when your grace comes to your desire, either by 
treaty or by force, your grace shall find (him) more 
trusty nor they that has promised more. And would 
it like your grace to let my son have the place of 
Hume in keeping till he'may daunt part of these men 
that has shewn them unfriends at this time, it shall 
alway be rendered to your grace with a private 
writing, whomto you list command it be given to. 
Ere we fail to your grace, sooner shall we be dead, my 
son's hand being taken bond, not nor the lords would 
not condescend. Since we get displeasure for your 
sake, I believe your grace will be thankful unto us. 

I believe the queen's grace and the governor has 
sent to all quarters they trow will do for them for 
support ; and if they get Hume we will not get it 
again, for that he has made his promise on. Do as 
your grace thinks expedient to us. Will your grace 
do as I write, you shall not rue it. I shall find 
moans that pleasures shall be done to your grace. 
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The last writing I got of your grace, I dare not let 
my lord my husband see it, because it specified the 
rendering of Hume and the pledges given. Will it 
like your grace to make me another, specifying we 
shall but live on our own, and molest neither English 
nor Scots ; and if that any (in) Scotland rises to 
pass with them, thus we shall draw my lord to our 
effect when he sees this so reasonable ; and part of 
men alleges they have given their assurance in this 
manner. I beseech your grace, be not miscontent 
with me for my desire, for of verity my mind is good, . 
as farther your grace shall ken afterward. Your 
grace'*s answer humbly I beseech. And the Eternal 
God preserve your grace as your noble heart desires. 

Written of the town of Edinburgh, the 2nd of 
November. 

By your grace's servitor lawful, 

Marion Home. 

To my Lord Protector's Grace. 



LETTER XCI. 
Lady Jane Grey to Lord Admiral Seymour, a.d. 1548. 

[domestic JIECOBDS, TEBIP. EDW. YI. NO. 81. STaTB PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph,'\ 

%* There are few characters in English history fraught ^iih an 
interest so powerfal as that of the Lady Jane Grey. The exquisite 
womanliness *and parity of her mind, the refined vigour of her 
intellect, her profound learning and deep piety, combine to throw a 
charm around her, rendered doubly strong by her untimely fate. 

The present letter has escaped the notice of all the biographers of 
Lady Jane. It was written when she was a child only 1 i years 
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Mj and is entirely In ber vwu liaad. The ptnsla&abip is xemark- 
ably beautiful, as will be seen by the fac>sinule prefixed to this 
volume. The Marquis of Dorset, afterwards Duke of Suffolk, Lady 
Jane's lather, had sold the wardship of her io Sir Thomas Beymour, 
Lord Admiral of Enghmd, brother of the protector Somerset, and 
husband of the queen dowager Catherine Parr ;* and she, of coarse, 
became a member of his household. It is to her guardian that the 
letter is written. 

My duty to your lordship in most humble wise 
remembered, with no less thanks for the gentle letters 
which I received from you. 

Thinking myself so muoh bound to your lordship for 
your great goodness towards me from time to time, 
that I cannot by any means be able to recompeose the 
least part thereof, I purposed to write a few rude 
lines unto your lordship, rather as: a token to show 
how much worthier I think your lordship's goodness, 
than to give worthy thanks for the same ; and these, 
my letters, shall be to testify unto you that, like as 
you have become towards me a. loving and kind father, 
so I shall be always most ready to obey your godly 
monitions and good instructions, as becometh one 
upon whom you have heaped so many benefits. And 
thus, fearing lest I should trouble your lordship too 
much, I most humbly take my leave of your good 
lordship. 

Your humble servant, during my life, 

Jane Gbat. 

To the Right Honourable and my 
singular good lord, the Lord Ad- 
miral, giro these. JEndecsed, 

<' MyLady Jane, Ut Oetober, 1548." 

• Sir Harris NioobMi, Memoirs of Lady Jane Grey, p. xhr. 
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LETTER XCIII. 

LiOdies Margaret and Jane Seymour toKing Edward VL 
vers. 1548. 

[HOWABD LBTfEBs, P. 276. From iht ar%gmal Laiia.] 

«»* The lorned ladiBB who pemied the fbUowing letter were the 
daughters of the celebrated Protector Somerset. It was one of his 
&YOurite schemes of ambition to marry the elder of them, Jane, 
to the yonng king Edward YI., and for this purpose he pro- 
moted familiar interoencse between the leoHBms, and eduosted his 
daughters m a manner consistent with the tastes of the learned young 
hmg. This is proved by their corresponding with him in Latin. 
They, with another of their sisters, were also the authors of some 
▼eraes on the death of Qaeen Margaret de Yaloii^ which ganed 
them considerable literary celebrity. 

At the time of the disgrace of iheh: father, they were residing at 
Sicm House, and on their matter's being taken prisoner, were sub- 
jected to a serere examination, abng with their maid, Agnes Ghen^, 
before Sir John Gates, the Vice Chamberlain, and Sir Pliilip Hoby, 
m reference, to the jewds of the duchess, of which they had been 
tricked by their domestics.* They «nik aflerwarda isto amipaistivie 
obscurity, and both died unmarried, Jsne haviag occupied for some 
time the post of maid T>f honour to Queen Elizabeth. 



It cannot be expressed, O ! king most serene, with 
what hope and joy that literary gift which we have 
received from your highness has overflowed our spirit, 
a.nd V. hat a sharp spar ^e find it to be, in order to 
embrace those things and to cleave with all labour and 
sedulousness to those studies wherein we know your 
highness to take so much delight, and to be so deeply 
learned ; wherein we also, whom your serene highness 
wishes to see best instructed, hope to tnake some 
'iftdvaneement. And tiiese preeent tdcens of your 
» Eragmenta vegalu Addit MS. 549d, fol. 26, dote, 163i Nov. 1551. 
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singular good-will, which no power of words can do 
justice to, show plainly how many thanks are due from 
us, more than many others to your majesty ; should 
we attempt any act or expression of thanks, your 
deserts, always proceeding more and more in perpe- 
tual vicissitude, would not only seem to press upon 
us but would certainly oppress us : especially as wo 
have nothing, nay, we ourselves are nothing, which we 
do not justly owe to your highness. Wherefore, while 
forced to fly to your clemency, we yet doubt not that 
a prince of such heavenly kindness, who has loaded us 
with so many and so great benefits, will also add this 
one, that he will not think that those things are 
bestowed upon ungrateful persons, which belong to a 
grateful spirit. Whereof these letters, which are wont 
to be substitutes for the absent, will be but a faint 
'proof; while we pray for all happiness to your high- 
ness, with a long continuance thereof. 

The most devoted servants to your majesty, 

Margaret Seymour^ 
Jane Seymour. 



LETTER XCIII. 

Princess Mary to Sir William Paget, Comptroller. 
a.d. vers. 1648. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 32. BODLEUN LURART.] 

Good Mr. Comptroller, 

For so much as my lord protector, and other of the 
council, promised me heretofore two knights' rooms in 
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Windsor ; the one to take place presently there, and 
the other at the next avoidance, I shall most heartily 
require you to help, that George Brygus, this bearer^s 
husband, may be now placed there, and to have the 
fee thereof accordingly. In doing whereof, you shall 
do unto me much pleasure, which, with your other 
gentleness showed to me in times past, I trust to thank 
you for at our next meeting. 

And thus, for lack of leisure at this present, I will 
bid you farewell with my hearty commendations both 
to yourself and your good wife. 

Scribbled at Beaulieu, the 17th of October. 
Your .assured friend to my power, 

Mary* 



LETTER XCIV. 

Mary, Duchess of Richmond, to Secretary Smith* 
A.D. 1548. 

[domestic records, temp. SDW. YI. art. 42. STATE PAPER OFFICE.} 

%* The character of Mary, Duchess of Richmond, has been 
greatly reflected upon for the unnatural part she is supposed to 
have taken in the accusation of her father and brother, the Duke 
of Norfolk and Earl of Surrey. The following account, however, 
given by the commissioners who were sent to take possession of 
the Duke of Norfolk's house on his attainder, shows the poignant 
emotions of sorrow which his misfortunes caused her. The com- 
missioners state,* that on their arrival, Tuesday, December 11th, 
1546, at Kenmghall, " we did declare our desire to speak with the 
Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland,^ both which we 
found at that time newly risen and not ready. Nevertheless, having 

. * Domestic Records, temp. Hen. VIII. No. 834. State Paper Office. 
i> The Bess Holland of the Duchess of Norfolk's letter. 

K 2 
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knowledge that we would speak with them, they came onto os 
without delay into the diuing chamber, and so we imparted unto 
them the case and condition wherein the siud duke and his son^ 
n^tbout your great mercy, did stand, wherewith as we found Uie 
duchess a woman sore perplexed, tremblingy and like to fall down, 
so coming unto herself again, she was not, we assure your ma- 
jesty, forgetful of her duty, and did moat humUy and rererently 
«pon her knees humble herself in all unto your highness, saying 
that although nature constrained her sore to Ioyo her father, whom 
she hath ever thought to be a true and faithful subject, and also 
to desire the well-doing of his son, her natural brother, whom she 
Doteth to be a rash man, yet, for her part, she would nor will 
hide or conceal any thing from your majesty's knowledge, specially 
if it be of weight, or otherwise, as it shall fall in her remem- 
brance, which she hath promised. Cor the better decUuration of her 
integrity to exhibit in writing unto your highness's most honourable 
council." The commissioners then state, that they searched the 
chambers and coffers of the duchess, but &und no papers of con- 
sequence, and her chambers were, they report, **so bare as your 
majesty will hardly think ; her jewels, such as she had sold or 
laid to gage, to pay her debts, as she, her maidens, and the almoner 
-do say." In Elizabeth Holland's chamber were found more trin- 
kets, girdles, beads, buttons, rings, &c. but still no papers. The 
Duchess of Richmond and Elizabeth Holland set off that day or the 
next for London. The Countess of Surrey is named as being at 
Keninghall with her children and nursery women, and is daily 
expecting her confinement ; the king's will is consulted as to whether 
ishe is to remain there or the household to be entirely broken up. 

With reference to her brother, the duchess must either be jtecosed 
of grievous misrepresentation, or the character of the accomplished 
poet, Surrey, will receive a stain, of which it is hard to believe it 
•capable. In the depositions of Edward Rogers, taken upon the 
trial of Surrey,* it was stated, that when the Admiral of France was 
over. Lady Richmond had discovered unto Sir Gavin Carew a 
strange practice of her brother, by which she was to be sent for to 
court under pretext of marriage with Sir Thomas Seymour, and 
neither to grant nor deny the marriage, but so to comport herself 
that the king might send for her again, so that in time the king 
might possibly be as much attached to her as the French king was 
to Madame D'Etampes. 

• Domestic Records, temp. Hen. YIII. No. 9bO, State Paper 
Office. 
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In another depMitian on the mme mbjeet^ the -deponent saygy 
that the reply of the dnehess to these suggestions vas, that she 
would cut her own throat rather than consent to sneh a villany.* 

We have now, however, to regard the oharaeter of the daehess at 
» later period, and in t^ more fayouiable Ughty as the earnest sup- 
porter of the principles of the reformed futh, in hehalf of whose 
ministers the following letters were written. 

With mj very hearty oommendatioDfl : these shall 
be to crave of you that at my instance you will cont^t 
jourself to be a mean to my lord'^ grace,^ for thesfD 
thsee licenses which ihe bearer liereof, my servant, 
43hall deliver to you. My suit and theirs is to have 
them, as these said writing make mention, given by 
the king's majesty and my lord's grace, in that thereby 
these poor men's preachings shall be of more authority 
among the people ; whom, if I were not assured to 
be both honest and godly preachers, I would never 
(have) attempted this for them. And yet this I must 
say, that my hap has been ill, for true it is licenses 
have been given to many, neither so humble, learned, 
nor so able to teach the Lord^s word truly and purely. 
But now, good Mr. Secretary, I eftsoons crave of you 
that inasmuch my lord^s grace is content to grant these 
said licenses, in case you will declare that you esteem 
them worthy thereof, that I may find so much favour 
at your hands, as upon my report of them and for my 
sake you will help them to their suit. Also Hunting- 
don and some is already licensed by my lord of 
Canterbury, and the third who was Dr. King of 
Norwich. 

• Domestic Beooids, temp* Hen. YXIL No. 356. State Paper 
Office. 
^ Protectoir Sonoi'Wt. 
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I pray you for easing you of travail in reading my 

evil hand, and also me in writing, to be content to 

give credit to the bearer hereof what he shall say to 

you in the behalf of this and the other two poor men; 

and, to conclude withal, I give to you my very hearty 

thanks for your good favour shewed to my cousin Sir 

William Farmer, for such lands as by your gentle 

means he hath obtained the purchase of ; wherein, if 

a power were to my good will, most willingly I would 

requite the same, not by letter. So requiring that 

the contents of these my letters may have so good 

success as T may be farther occasioned to render my 

hearty thanks to you; and so the living God have you 

ever in his tuition. From Stepney, the 4th of May. 

Your assured loving friend, 

Mart Richmond. 
o her loying friend, *. 
Master Secretary 
Smith. 



LETTER XCV. 

Mary^ Duchess of Richmond, to Secretary Smith. 
A.D. 1548. 

[domestic BECO&DS, temp. EDW. YI. no. 43. STATE PAPEB OFFICE. 

Holograph.'\ 

Master Secretary, 

With my hearty commendations) this shall be to 
require you to withdraw your evil opinion conceived 
against Huntingdon, inasmuch as I am assured he is 
not only of a godly conversation, but also with learning 
and eloquence able to edify his auditory, yea and of 
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such sort as I dare take upon me to answer that 

nothing shall pass from him contrary to the king^s 

majesty's proceedings ; and, in consideration of these 

things before written^ it seems to me that it were 

great pity he might not, with the king'^s majesty's 

and my lord's grace's authority, preach as well 

as others. And, like as I craved of you these said 

licenses for him, so do I trust you will have in your 

remembrances doctor King of Norwich, and soon. 

Por the which two I dare take upon me to answer to 

like sort^ that they are honest godly men ; and so I 

eftsoons crave of you so to solicit this my suit to my 

lord's grace, as that I may have just cause to render 

to you my hearty thanks therefor, and they their 

prayers to the Lord to increase you in all godliness, 

wherein I desire him of his goodness to prosper you. 

From Stepney. 

Your assured loving friend, 

Mary Richmond. 
To her loviDg friend, ' 
Master Secretary ' 
Smith. 

LETTER XCVI. 

Elizabeth^ Countess of Kildare, to her Son, Gerald 

Fitzgerald, a.d. 1549. 

[hableian MS., NO. 352, roL. 61 b.] 

*^* The yoimg Fitzgerald had Dot quite completed his eleventh 
year when, on the execution of his half-hrother, in 1536, he became 
sole heir to the then forfeited estates and honours of the earldom of 
Kildare. His childhood and youth present a series of romantic and 
extraordinary adyentnres. He was saved from the general destruc- 
tion that involved his family by the fidelity of his Irish nurse. She 
conveyed him secretly to his aunt^ the Lady £leanora M'Charty, 
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wko only aeeepM the offer of her aeeond haabaiid, (yj)weif leed of 
Tyrooimel, on oondition that he would protect her ^oong nephew. 
The English goyemment were extremely anxious to gam poaseanon 
of bn person. '< Asd, also, it were good to prove," says Alten, tbi 
ehanoeUor of Ireland, wrUaag to Cromwell, *'{£ he (Lord Leonard 
Grey, then deputy of Ireland) could get this naughty boy, his nephew; 
for in my belief he and his sister of Kildare might do much in it if 
ihey tomtld,** That is to say, the mothcv and unole miffht betray tha 
retreat of the noble boy, if they chose.*^ 

Finding that cupidity blinded the better feelings of O'Donel, when 
Henry YIII. sent to offer large sums for the apprehension of the 
youag earl,^ his aunt seat the boy disguised ia an open boat bAo 
Scotland, and thence to France. He trav^ed from country to coun- 
try, everywhere demanded by the English ambassador resident, for 
his name was sHQ the watdhword of Ae Irish rebels,^: hut always 
reEased by the European goremments ; and yesinore'][thaii onee on 
the point of being betrayed by private treachery, tiU he reached 
Italy, where he was patronised by his maternal hinsman, Cardinal 
R^inald Pole, who gave him a suitable education. 

Meanwhile, ihe countess his mother was watching her o^tortnnity 
to forwardhis interests at home. The present letter is taken from the 
volume of the Acts of the Privy* Council, in which it is inserted under 
the date of January 26th, 1548-9. The council addresBedjdie same day, 
a letter to Mr. Young, then olBbnal resident at Venice, thanking him 
for having a conference with young Fitz Gerald, whom, on account 
of his youth and penitence for his faults, the king ia'willing to pardon^ 
at the intercession of the Countess of Kildare and others, who bear 
him natural affection, requesting that he may return by Germany 
into Flanders, where his pardon shall be ^ent.<^ 

Young Fitz Gerald inherited all the manly beauty of his race, and 
on his return to England, when dancing at a masked ball at court, 
Mabel, ^ughter of Sir Anthony Browne, fell in love with him, aad 

* Irish Correspondence, vol. iii. art. 89. State Paper Office, date 
May 12th, 1539. 

^ O'Donel had actually promised to yield him up at a given time 
and place, but failed. Sir W. Brabazon to Cromwell, May 2^th, 
1539. Ibid. art. 92. 

c Lord Grey and the Council of Ireland to Hemy VIII., 18th 
January 1540. Irish Correspondence, vol. iv. art 4. Lord-deputy 
St. Leger to Wriofhesley, F^vmary 2Gtii 1545. Ibid. vol. 6,' 
art. 50. 

< Harieian MS., 352, fol. 68 6. 
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Ihey were aamed. On the 16tb of March, 1551^ a Privy Ck>Bneil 
mandate was issued that : — 

^ For the Lord Fitz Grerald, where it was thought hoth for the king's 
liononr and for the adTancemeat of his highness' serviee in Ireland, 
that it were well done he were restored unto part of his father's 
inheritance, to encourage him and his kin the better, and the more 
faithfully to serve/' it was referred to the Lord Cobham, upon his own 
judgment of the towaxdnen of the young gentleman in service under 
him^ there to assign unto him there such part of his father's lands as 
he shall think convenient for him.'^ 

On the 13th of May, 1554, he was restored^by Queen Mary to 
the whole of his faiher's lands, as well as to the title of Earl of 
Kildare. 



Son, 

I commend me, &c., letting you wit that, since yomr 
«o long absence, being always desirous to hear of you, 
I have taken such care of you as never mother to<^ 
greater for her child. God knoweth what sorrowful 
days I have led, and ever since, and yet do still, and 
by what mean$ I have studied to devise some good 
means for your relief and comfort ; and, besides other 
assays, I havg sundry times since our late sovereign 
lord^s death been an humble suitor to my lord pro- 
tector, whose grace I find so good and merciful that 
I am well assured of your well doing if your toward- 
ness be answerable to his goodness. I have (seen) such 
great mercy and clemency showed to sundry persons of 
divers estates, that it encouraged me to be the bolder 
SL suitor for you. And, albeit, I found my said lord 
protector's grace always well affected towards you; 
yet now, of very late, upon euch report as hath been 
made by an English gentleman in Italy of your 
humble submission and good demeanour, his grace 

"^ Harleian MS., 352, fol. 158. 
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hath given ine so good words, as I account myself 
most assured of your well doing, if the fault shall not 
be in you yourself. Son, it cannot be excused but 
yours hath been the fault, and therefore to deserve 
grace it must proceed of yourself, which must be to 
make demonstration of humble submission to the 
king^s majesty's mercy; whereof, if my said lord pro- 
tector's grace might understand any argument in you, 
I assure you to be received into the king's majesty^s 
and his good favour, and such estate of living as shall 
be honourable for you. And therefore, good son, I 
pray you and charge you of my blessing that you fail 
not to follow my advice, shewing yourself repentant 
for your former proceedings, and desirous to be 
received to the king's majesty's most gracious favour, 
wherein, when I shall perceive your good conformity 
(as I most heartily pray you I may do with all possible 
speed), I doubt not to find the means to send you 
your pardon, and besides that to devis« for such stay 
of living for you as shall not only be to your own 
honour and great comfort, but also to me an end of 
much care and sorrow, and one of the most joyful 
tidings that may come to me, as knoweth the Almighty 
God, who send you his grace and me shortly to see 
you. And yet again I pray you let me hear shortly 
from you ; if you shall not now conform yourself, I 
fear me I shall not hereafter be so able to help you 
as now I have been, but rather in suspicion for your 
case. From, &c. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

Margaret^ Countess of Lenox, to her Father, the Earl of 
Angus, a.d. 1549. 

[SCOTLAND CO&BESPONDENGE, VOL. Til. ART. 98. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original.l 

*♦* A letter from the Countess 'of Lenox, as Lady Margaret 
Douglass, is in a preceding portion of these volumes. In the year 
1542, Henry YIIL promised her hand in marriage to Matthew, £iu:l of 
Lenox, as a bribe to induce that powerful noble to join the party which 
he was trymg to form in Scotland, to induce a marriage between 
Mary, the young queen of Scots, and his son, Prince Edward ; and 
it was so sueeessful, that the earl is said to have so completely set 
his mind upon the Lady Margaret, that he would be sure to keep true 
to the king's party.* In the spring of 1544, the arrangements for the 
marriage were made, one of which was, that Lenox was to be governor 
of Scotland, and another, that lands to the value of 1,700 marks per 
annum should be settled upon him.i> The French party was, how- 
ever, very strong in Scotland, and of course violently opposed to 
the marriage with England, and of this party the fickle Earl of 
Angus, Lady Margaret's father, now formed one; and though they had 
been greatly weakened by the battle of Pinkey, fought in Sept 1 547, 
they were still formidable. The present letter contains a reproachful 
invective against the Earl of Angus for his adherence to the French 
faction, which displays anythmg but a filial spirit in the writer ; and 
the manner in which Margaret arranges the distribution of her 
father's goods after his death is characterised by equal heartlessness, 
the less excusable since the earl had lost his sons, and Margaret was 
now his only child. But the weak character of the earl did not 
command respect, and Margaret had been little associated witli her 
f&ther. Of the dissensions^ between the father and daughter, an 
interesting record has been printed in one of the publications of the 
Maitland Club.^^ It details a conversation between Paterson, a 
servant of Lenox, who had come over to the castle of the earl of 
Angus, to fetch some hawks promised him by Angus. The earl^ 

* Sadler Papers, vol. i. p. 314. 

t> Scothind .Correspondence, vol. iii. art. 127, 129. Foadera, 
vol. XV. p. 22. 

^ Illustrations of the Reigu of Queen Mary, p. 52, edited by 
Stevenson. 
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meeting him on the green before the castle, inquired after Lord 
Lenox, and his daughter and their young son, Henry Damley, and 
whether he had been charged with any secret messages. Paterson 
answered in the negative ; on which the earl said, ** WeU, seeing he 
hath sent nothing else to me, I will break a little of my mmd to 
thee, for I trust thee well enough, and hath given the servants of my 
lands charge to receive thee at all times. Thou shall declare my 
.daughter is thing in the world that I love best, and my lord, her 
husband, and that young boy there, for my children are dead that 
thou saw. And if they be at home and well, then I am in comfort, 
and yet I am as strange to their doings and proceedings, and how 
tbey intend to pass over the world, as any enemy they have ; nor I 
carniot see them, nor they me, which breaks my heart. Trowest 
thou that I would see any man above,'^but that man and that boy 
which is my blood I And he hath been of a noble house, and I 
have seen him like a man, and, will he do my conasel, I shall wear 
these old bones of mine but I shall make him a man yet. The 
world is very strange," continued the aged earl, ** I have seen jnaiiy 
.changes ; it hath been said, in old times, that an earl of Lenox and 
Angus could have ruled something upon this side Forth." He ends 
by an entreaty, that his daughter will come to Carlisle, that he may 
aee^her before he dies. In 1552, Idargaret is recorded to have paid 
a visit to her father at Tintallion Castle^ 



My lord, 

After my humble commendations and desiring of 
your blessing, this shall be to signify unto you the 
great unnaturalness which you shew me daily, being 
too long to rehearse in all points, but in some I will 
deckre. Now, last of all, my lord, being near you 
and so desirous to have spoken with you, yet you 
refused it, and would not; wherein you shewed your- 
self not to be so loving as you ought to be, or eke so 
unstable that every body may turn you. For diverse 
times you have said you would be glad to speak vnth 
your son^. My lord, remember he hath married 

• Northumberland to Cecil Domestic Records, temp. £dw. VI. 
No. 374 b. 

^ Matthew, Earl of Lenox. 
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yottr ovm daughter, jsnd tbe best child to you that 
ever you had, if you call to remfionbranoe your being 
here in. England ; howbeit, your deeds sheweth the 
foigetfuhiess thereof; insomuch as you are so contrary 
to the king's majesty'^ affiiirs that now is ; his father 
being so good and so liberal a prince to you, which 
ought never to be forgotten. 

But now, my lord, I hear say that you have 
professed never to agree with England, for so much 
as the most part of your friends are slain.^ But 
whom can you blame for that, but only your self- 
wills ? for if you would agree to this godly marriage,* 
there needed not Christian blood to be shed. For 
God's sake remember yourself, now in your old age, 
and seek to have an honourable peace, which cannot 
be without this marriage. And what a memorial 
should that be to you for ever, if you could be an 
instrument for that. If I should write so long a 
letter as I could find matter with the wrong of your 
part, and the right of- mine, it were too tedious for 
you to read. But, for as much as I purpose, God 
willing, to come to Carlisle shortly after Easter, I 
will keep it in store to tell you^myself ; for I am sure 
you will not ^refuse coming to me^ although my uncle 
George^ and the Lord of Drumlanrig speak against it, 
whom I know would be glad to see you in your grave, 
although they flatter yoa to your face. My uncle 
George hath said, as divers Scotchmen have told me, 
that though you had sons he would be heir, and make 

• At Oie battle of Pinkey. 

^ Between Edw. VI. and Queen Mary of Scotland. 

* George Douglas. • , 
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them all bastards ; but, my lord, if God send you no 
more sons, and I live after you, he shall have least 
part thereof, or else many a man shall smart for it. , 

Thus, leaving to declare farther of my mind till I 
may speak with you myself, I commit you to the 
keeping of Almighty God, who send you long life 
with much honour. 

From the King'*s Majesty'^s castle of Wressil, the 

loth day of March. 

By your humble daughter, 

Margaret Lenox. 
Indorsed 

« 15 March, 1548. 

From Margaret Lenox to 
her father in Scotland." 



LETTER XCVIII. 

Princess Mary to King Edward VL a.d. 1549. 

[hableian MS., NO. 6986, fol. 25. Holograph."] 

*»* On the accesaon of Edward VI. to the throne of England, 
the Princess Mary occupied, as well by birth as by the arrangements 
of her father's will, the position of heiress-presumptive to the throne, 
and as such she was always treated. 

Amongst the Tanner MSS., in the Bodleian library,'^ is a curious 
original document entitled — '^ The establishment and good ordinance 
made for the good rule of the household of the Right Honourable 
and most Excellent Princess the Lady Mary's Grace, raster unto the 
king's majesty, at her place in Keninghall, the first day of February, 
in the second year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Edward 
the Sixth." 

Amongst these ordinances it was arranged, that ^ Since all wisdom 

• No. 90, fol. 157. 
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and goodness proceed from the faithful service of God," every holi- 
d^y the clerk of her closet is to ring the bell at places convenient to 
matins, mass, and evensong ; one of the chaplains to be ready to 
officiate for the household — every person to attend who has not a 
good excuse — all her counsellors are to be strictly just and impartial 
in all their dealings — ^her officers to have their wages told them 
beforehand, to enter her service by an oath of fidelity, and to give 
half-a-year's warning on leavmg. . Those allowed to have servants 
are to choose cleanly young men above eighteen years of age — ^always 
to be in attendance by seven a. u. in the sununer, and eight in the 
winter — ^none are to fight, brawl, or use chiding, to break doors or 
windows, to game with dice or otherwise, except during twelve days 
at Christmas :— a singular regulation, considering that Mary herself 
was a notorious gamester: — neither are they to swear or speak 
unfitting language. The separate department 6{ each servant is 
marked out, as, for instance, that the presence-chamber > is to ^be 
kept clean and dressed by the grooms of the chambers, the fire mad 
by the groom-porter, &c. 

' In the same MS.* follow the ^ ordinances established and devised by 
the Lady Mary's grace, for the good laudable order and rule of her 
stable," in which the ceremonies of her mounting and attendance on 
horseback, the care of her horses, cleaning of her saddles, &c., are 
detailed. 

The additional MS., 1419 B.,^ contains a long list of the goods 
delivered to her — hangings of tapestry, chairs, cushions, carpets, 
sparvers or bedsteads, counterpanes, fustians, sheets, pillow-covers, 
beds, pillows, traverses, &c. 

The following letter is named in the Harleian Catalogue as from 
the Princess Elizabeth to Edward VI. ; an odd mistake, since it is 
entirely in the hand-writing of Mary, which differed materially from 
that of her sister ; but the signature and a part of the subscription 
are unfortunately wanting. The subject too identifies it as. the pro- 
duction of the Princess Mary. It evidently refers to a demand 
made by the Privy Council in 1549, for the delivering up of her 
comptroller, her chaplain, Englefield her servant, and others of 
her adherents, whom she was commanded to yield,][during the time 
that such strenuous efforts were made to induce her compliance in 
religious matters. 

In reference to this compliance Edward VI. addressed to her the 
following letter : — 

^ Most [dear and en]tirely beloved sister, we greet you well, a[nd 

* Fol. 165. ^ Fol. 433, et ieq, ^ ^ 
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wliexeaft} alter long and-d6i!km»>debaitmg and eaiisid«riiig of sundry 
grave and learned prelates and other learned men in the Holy Scxip- 
twree, we have^ by the advice of our dearest nnde, Edward Duke of 
Somersa*, goTemor of our person and proteetor of onr realms^ 
djDDunieafl, and subjects, and the rest of our Privy Connelly with one 
fsdl and. whole consent, both of our clergy in the several synods - and 
convooHtiens, and also of the noblemen and commons in the. late 
session of ouir parliament, establisdied by airiihorily of onr said paa*lia;» 
ment one godly and uniform order for eommon pmgrsry to be used in.- 
the ehnreh, as well at the celebration of the most blessed commanhxiiy 
as at the administmtion also of all other saxsEunents, sendees, and 
ceremonies to be used in any part of this our realm or other our 
dcaninions, with charge of all our subjects to use the said order only^ 
and none other in any their common and publie prayers or admiuis" 
tiation of sacraments^ il|kon such pains and penalties as in the said 
statute more fuUy appeareth. Forasmuch as the premises have been 
foreseen, considered, debated, aads& forth, with one agreement of 
all the states of our realm, and by the authority of our said parlia- 
ment as aforesaid, we have somewhat marveUed, and cannot bot still 
marvel very much, what grounds or reasons have or do move yon to 
misIiJte or refuse to follow and emhraoe that which, by all the learned 
men of onr realm, hatii been so set forth, and of all other our loving 
subjects obediently received ; and knowing your good nature and 
afibction towards us, we cannot think any other matter in this refhsal 
than only a certain grudge [of con]sc[ienc]e for want of good infor- 
mation and confiurenoe with godly and well-learned men for remedy 
[thereof. And where] as we have heretofore appointed to be 
dedared unto yon that we were pleased [to send unto you sueh] pre- 
lates or other learned men as we understand by your suit to be 
mc»s[t acceptable mito yon, so] do we eftsoons signify the like by 
these our. letters^" The remainder' of the letter is too mneh torn to 
be legible: it contains expiressions of brotherly a€reetio% but still 
insists upon eonfonnityin.religion»* 

At the time when the preoeding lettbr was written^ negotiations 
were on foot to moxvy Ma:;^ to the infant Don Louis of Portugal. Sv 
Philip iSoby^ who, with Lord Paget, wassmbaflsador to Uie Empennr; 
and employed in the negotiation, gives the following account of its 
progress, in a letter to Protector Somerset, date, 24 th June, 1549,1^" 
ia which he- details, an interview with Granella, the iimperial 
ambassador. 

DomestieRecords, temp. Edward VT. No. 190. State Paper Office, 
k Addit. MS. 5986» fol. 121 b.. 
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^ ' Aa conoerximgthftniaBruigAy.' qqoth I (Hoby), 'indeed it were^aa 
yoxL say^ meet we came to some paBdaulantJeBb And like aa we. haore 
power to treat and condnde herenfron, so b^ove we enter to ofSap 
what we think.meet to. give with the Lady Masy, me seemethitwere 
gsiod you deelaaied mito us the state of the infimi.' And here, taking^ 
tha^ I demanded, his age, ' Marry/ q^noth. he, ' he ia a man of 
forty years old or thereaboois/ 'Najc^ Me» Granella,' quoth I 
' I require not to know his years, hut rather what state he ia of, 
and what dower he may be able to give unto the Lady Mary.' ^ la 
good faith,' quoth he, * I am not able to ascertain you thereof; but 
as for his personagei, good wit, and qualities, I assure you he is a 
gentleman worthy to be matched to any great princess ; besides thai 
he is brother to the King of Portugal, whereby he shall be able to 
shew friendship to the king's majesty, and stand the country to good 
stead ; like as also the good will that the emperor beareth to this 
gentlenian, whom he esteemeth as his own son, cannot but be a fur- 
therance to the entertainment of the amity that we seek on both 
parts, assuring yon that there is not in Chnstendom as. meet a nuMtch 
as would be^ between those twain.' ' And I promise you,' quoth I, 
' that the Lady Mary is, as I suppose you know well enough, both in 
beauty,, virtues, and honest qualities, nothing inferior to the worthi- 
niBSS you report this gentleman to be of ; and on the other side, she. 
is sister to the King of England, and near kin unto the emperor, and 
one whom I guess his majesty favoureth as a daughter of his ; andv 
therefore,' quoth I, ' seeing the personages are so meet to match 
together, and the emperor reputeth himself as a friend and father to 
them both, he must, in a manner, play both parts, and do as well for 
the marriage of the Lady Mary aa of Bon. Louis, and, with an. equal, 
consideration of their estates, order this thing as a matter of indiffer- 
ence for both sides, not measuring the demand of her dote after the 
estimation of hia.owiLpower'and estate^ but after the quality of/them. 
for whom the matter is treated.' ' Whaithink ye meet, to bestow with 
her,' quoth Granella, ' for I would be loath to come empty-handed,' 
qaoth he, 'to ths'emperor, and therefore I pray you come to some 
particulars.' I said she had a goodly yeady revenue l^t her by the^ 
king's majesty deceased, which he making very light, I told him 
that the king her father, at what time he was of very great riches, 
married his two sisters, theone to the Fxencftt king, witii. 200,000* 
crowns, the other to the Scottish king,^with 100,000 crowns. < And. 
I pray you,' quoth I, * what did the king of the Romans offer withhis 
danghtec to the king your master t' 'Yes,' quoth he, 'the king 
Fernando is but a poor prince, bnt the king your master being so 
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rich and puissant, cannot but distribute liberally with his sister, and 
according to his honour, for her father did offer once with her to this 
same man, 40,000/. sterling/ * Yea, sbr/ said I, <my master is, as 
you know, and hath been a long while, in wars, and hath occasion to 
be at great charges and expense of money ; howbeit, in case the 
infant can assure this lady a convenable dower,, we will not let to 
stress ourselves to twice as much as her father left her by his testa- 
ment, peradventure to 100,000 crowns. But first,' quoth I, *ere 
we can proceed to any certain offer herein, we must be jointly ascer- 
taiued of this gentleman's estate, and what ability he is of, to the end 
we may proceed thereafter, and not be forced to revoke anything we 
should offer, for dote and dower must go together arm-in-arm.' 
' Well,' quoth he, ^ I will communicate as well this as the rest of 
our talk to the emperor, and procure his resolutions therein as 
shortly as may be.' " 

There are two other letters dated June 30th and July 12th, detail- 
ing other negotiations with the emperor, but the marriage is not 
again mentioned, and it fell through soon afterwards. 



My duty most humbly remembered to your majesty, 
it may please the same to be advertised that I have 
been often minded to have written to your highness 
before this time, which to do mine old diseased rheu- 
matic head would by no means suffer me, nor pre- 
sently scarce will ; the want of which health, as it 
hath hitherto made me not able to write unto your 
majesty, so the occasion of my said sickness hath and 
doth, to my great grief, chiefly stay me waiting upon 
your highness, as both duty and nature doth constram 
and move me ; most humbly beseeching your majesty 
not only to pardon me for that I do not wait upon 
the same at this present accordingly, but also to 
accept this mine unfeigned excuse ; for God I take to 
record, there can be no greater comfort to me in this 
world than to see your majesty, which I will not fail 
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to do, God willing, when I convenienly may, according 
to my bounden duty. 

And since I have been thus bold to trouble your 
majesty with these rude letters, I would (the same 
being not offended) in most humble wise beseech you 
to give me leave to be a suitor unto your highness 
for my poor servants, that it may stand with your 
pleasure at this my most humble suit, to grant them 
liberty to serve me as they have done, which I humbly 
crave, even for very necessity's sake, feeling such 
want of their service in the matter of my poor house, 
that the same hath and doth not a little trouble 
me» And, although I have not before this time 
(according to my bounden duty) written unto your 
majesty for the liberty of my said servants, I shall 
most humbly beseech your highness to impute the 
only cause and impediment thereof to be the want 
and lack of health. Your majesty^s favour and 
goodness shewed to me in this my humble suit shall 
not only much quiet me and discharge me of the care 
(of) house matters, but also enforce me, as one most 
bounden, to pray for the prosperous preservation 
of your most royal estate, long in virtue and honour 
to continue. From my poor house of Hunsdon, 4th 
of April. 

Your majesty^s most * ♦ * 

To the King's most Excellent 
Majesty. 



During the whole of this reign Alaiy's servants were exposed to 
tnmble, being frequently accused as the promoters of sedition and 
VOL. m. L 
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difltlirbanoe.* But her Brother hiinaalf frequeattiy pnteeted them^ 
as appears from a letter written to her hy the Duke of Notthmnber- 
Uind, in answer to a request she had sent to him, throiigh his 
dndiess, to intercede on the behalf of Steg^ her effieerL After 
ej^ressions of good will, &c^ the dake adds, '* fox your said servants, 
whose offences hath been towards his majesty, so am I most aasiiTed 
no liying creatore may, in the remitting of their said fsulta and 
nlieving of ifasirsaid Hfaerty, do so much ther^ as the least xe^oeat 
from yonrgraoe^s self may to do his auijesty."^ 



LETTER XCIX. 
Princess Elizabeth to the Duke ^Somerset. a.d* 1549. 

[nonSTlC BBOQfBDB, 1CMP. SDW. VI., NO. lid B. S¥JLTE PAPKR OFFTCK. 

OrifinaL} 

My very good lord^ 

Many line» will not seire to render the least part 
of the thsnksFthat your grace hath desidrved of me, 
most espeoiallyfor that yon: have been carefol fbr mf 
health ; and sending onto me not only your comfort- 
able letters, but also pfaysiciaBSy as Doctor Bill, whose 
diligence and pain has beat a groat part of my reoo^ 
very ; fbr whom I do most hearHlytliank your graoe, 
desiring you to give him thanfas- for me, who can 
aseeitain you of mins eststeof headth, wherofi»re I wiSL 
not write it. And although I be most bounds to 
you in this time of my aekoess, yet I may not be 
imthankfiil for that your grace hath made [such] 
expedition for my patent ; with my most hearty 

• See Harleian MS. 352, ff. 131 h, 138 h, 184, 203, 210 b.; and 
Domestic Becoids, temp..£dwanl VL No. I70« 
^ Howard Letters, p. 160. 
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thanks and commendations to you and to mj good 

lady your ^fe, most heartily fare you well. From 

Cheshunt this present Friday. 

Your assured friend to my power, 

Elizabeth. 
To my Lord 
Protector's 
grace. 



LETTER C. 

Princess Elizabeth to Protector Somerset, a.d. J 549. 

[aSHHOLEAN MS., NO. 1729, ART. 6. ASHHOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD. 

HolographJ] 

\* The following letter refers to the confessions which the Pro- 
tector Somerset endeavoured to wring from the Princess Elizabeth, 
for the crimination of his brother, Admiral Seymour. It follows a 
long letter, dated January 28th, printed in Haynes' Burleigh Papers 
and more recently in Miss Strickland's Queen8,<^ and precedea. 
Elizabeth's formal confession which was made the following day. 



My lord, 

I have received your gentle letter and also your 
message by Master Tyrwhit, for the which two things 
especially (although for many other things) I cannot 
give your lordship sufficient thanks, and whereas your 
grace doth will me to credit Master Tyrwhit, I have 
done 80^ and will do so as long as* he willeth me (a» 
he doth not) to nothing but to that which is for mine 
honour and honesty. And even as I said to him and 
did wnVe to your lordship, so I do write now again, 
that when there doth anymore things happen in my 
mind which I have forgotten^ I assure ]K)ur gmoe I 

» Vol. vi. p. 40. 
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will declare them mo^t willingly, for I would not (as 

I trust you have not) bo evil an opinion of me that I 

would conceal any thing that I knew ; for it were to 

no purpose, and surely forgetfulness may well cause 

me to hide things, but undoubtedly else I will declare 

all that I know. From Hatfield the 6th of Februar)% 

Your assured friend to my little power, 

Elizabeth. 
To my very good lord, my Lord 
Protector. 

Endorsed— '< The Lady Elizabeth, 
6th February, 1548. 
To my Lord Protector." 



LETTER CI. 



Mrs* Ashley i governess to the Princess Elizabeth^ to 
Cecil. A.D»1549. 

[lansdowne MS., NO. 1236, FOL. 4L Holograph,'} 

My lady*s grace's secretary being busy with my 
lady about her learning, her grace was loath to leave 
him to write this letter, wherefore her grace com- 
manded me to write, having no respect to the good- 
ness of my writing, being so much assured of your 
willing mind to set forth her causes to my Lord 
Protector's grace; especially the matter being so 
godly, that her grace^s persuasions makes me to take 
on me to \n:ite at this time. The matter that her 
grace vnll desire you in is this ; — that you will move 
my lord Protector's grace for this bearer, with whom 
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her grace will pray you to talk, that you may have 
better knowledge of the matter than I am able to 
instruct you with my rude writing ; and, after you 
have heard it, that then you will, for her grace's 
sake, do your best to help him : he is a poor man, 
having many children, and has lien long in Scotland 
prisoner. The effect of my lady's suit is, that a Scot 
that is prisoner in Colchester may go free, and then 
this man may come home free. And thus I most 
heartily commit you to God. 

Your assured poor friend, 

Catherine Ashley. 

I pray you further this poor man's suit. 

Your friend, 

Elizabeth. 
Uuto thee my very friend,* 
Master Cecil, with the 
Lord Protector's grace. 

Endorsed, " 2nd August. 

From Mrs. Ashley to 
my master, with a 
postscript of the 
Lady Elizabeth." 



LETTER CII. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 44. BODLEIAN LIBBAAT. Latin.] 

*«* The following letters are inserted as specimens of the epistolary 
correspondence between the Princess Elizabeth and her brother. 
They are all translated from the Latin, a language which the princess, 

* So in original. 
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eren at that early age, wrote with remarkable purity and elegance. 
As they contain no points of internal evidence by which their dates 
can be clearly identified, they are, for the sake of connection, classed 
together. 

I am able, most noble king, to ofier many excuses 
that I have not followed my old custom, in preparing 
some fresh little present at this season for your high- 
ness. For, in the first place, every description of 
learning, which in me was ever very small, has been 
either so wasted by the long duration of my sickness, 
or so far cut off by my being unused to study, or so 
hindered by the infirm state of my health, that my 
old custom of bringing something or other out of 
my scanty literary store-house — a custom always very 
easily performed by me, when very well approved by 
you — ^has been now altogether taken from me. And, 
even though I had not been quite an invalid, yet I 
should be afraid to send (as I was wont) to your 
majesty anything trifling, since you now so much 
excel in learning, that you can receive with a welcome 
nothing but what is excellent and perfect. I, thus 
altogether debarred from my old custom of sending, 
began to turn my thoughts to a new one: I was 
thinking about some present in gold or gems. When 
I was revolving in my mind this design, I saw that 
everything of mine is «o far beneath your dignity, 
that I was thinking of sending no present at all, 
rather than one of no value. But from this concern 
about selecting something excellent, which I miglit 
with propriety offer you, my lord Protector relieved 
me, by whose counsel it has been arranged that this 



ILLU&TRIOUS LilDIES. 22S 

ciistoia of aending new year's gifts should be abolished; 
and the wisdom of his policy I shall willingly follow. 
However^ this short letter I have sent to make known 
to yonr majesty what new reason I have followed, in 
laying aside my old custom. 

Therefore, instead of the acoustomed present^ I 
offar, as I haye ever done by these letters of mine, to 
your majesty, that affeotion, zeal, good<*will, fidelity, 
and reverence, which either nature ckn demand in a 
sister, or obedience in a very humble subject. And 
that testimony of my ready duty, which I now will** 
ingly nu^e by letter, I myself, in person, would 
most vnllingly express, if I were assured it would not 
displease your majesty at all. 

May the great and good God increase your 
majesty more and more, daily, in virtue, learning, 
and honour. At Hatfield, 2nd January. 
Your majesty^s most humble 

sister and servant, 

Elizabbxh. 

To the most illustrious &iid most 
noble king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CUT. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VL 

[smith MS., NO. 68, FOL. 46. BODLBIAN LIBBABT.* Xa^fkl 

No more frecjuent or plainer proofs can be given iA 
your love to me, O most serene and illustrious king, 

• la the Bopjr of tfais lettv the snbogn^ph .is jaid to he m the 
Bodleian lihrary ; hut it has been vainly sought for thece. 
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than those of late, when I enjoyed the treat of your 
most delightful society. This when I call to "mind 
(and I daily do so) I seem, as it were, still to be 
present with you^ and to be again enjoying the 
courtesy of your conversations. And farther — ^when 
those your countless favours to me come into my 
mind, with which you received me on my arrival, and 
with which you dismissed me on my departure, I 
cannot easily express how my mind is drawn divers 
ways, and I feel a double anxiety. For, while per- 
ceiving, from the greatness of your boons, your 
fraternal affection most greatly inclined to me, I con- 
ceived no little joy and delight therefrom ; so, on the 
other hand, weighing in a just and fair balance the 
multitude of your services towards me, I am grieved, 
because I am convinced I can never repay their real 
value — no, not even in thought, much less in thanks. 
Lest, however, your majesty should judge your so many 
and so great favours to me ill conferred, or rather (to 
use the words of Cicero taken from Ennius) ill done, 
or me unmindful and ungrateful, I now desire, though 
I cannot in substance, to thank you at least, in some 
degree, by words ; which had indeed been done much 
sooner, either by letter or message, if a small work, 
which I was desirous of sending to your majesty, had 
not delayed my purpose. But, since it could not (as 
I supposed it would) be brought to a close by me, on 
account of the shortness of the time, which I see 
flows from me even faster than water ; I now hope 
that this letter, however rude, will plead my cause 
when absent, before your majesty, and at the same 
time evince, in some degree, my disposition towards 
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you; for that this can be done fully and amply 

enough by me in these dumb words, I feckon to be 

quite impossible : especially as (your majesty is well 

aware) it is peculiar to my disposition^ not only not 

to express in words as much as I think, but also not 

to say more than I think. Of which the latter fault 

(I mean, the saying more), as few detest, so. many 

practise, on most occasions; but especially in the courts 

of princes and kings, who must especially beware, 

that they do not seem to have more jflattenrs in their 

private chambers, than bird9 of prey ^ outside their 

palaces. Of which subject enough for the present. 

This only I pray, that God may preserve your 

majesty, as long as possible, in safety, to the glory of 

His name and the advantage of the realm. Hatfield, 

2nd of February. 

Your majesty's very humble 

sister and servant, 

Elizabeth. 
To the most illustrious and most 
noble king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CIV. 

Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VJ. 

[smith MS., NO. 69, FOL. 243. BODLEIAN LIBRARY. LatinJ] 

What cause I had of sorrow, when I heard first of 

your majesty's sickness, all men might guess, but 

none but myself could feel, which to declare were or 

• The original passage is*<ne plures intra cubicula sua ic6\€ucas 
quam extra aulam suam KSpoucas, habere videantur." The play upon 
the Greek words is lost in a translation. 

t 2 
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might aeem a point of flattery; and therefore J 
omit to write it. But, as the sorrow could not be 
little, beoauBB the occasions were many, so is the joy 
great to hear of your ^ood escape out of the perilous 
diseases. And, that I am fully satisfied and well 
assured of the same by your grace's own hand, I must 
need give you my most humble thanks, assuring your 
majesty, that a {ffecious jewel at another time could 
not so well have contented, as your letter in this case 
hath comfiarted me. For now do I say with Saint 
Austin, that a disease is to be accounted no sickness, 
that shall cause a better health when it is past, than 
was assured afore it came. For afore you had them, 
every man thought that that should not be eschewed 
of you that was not escaped of many. But since you 
liave had them doubt of them is past, and hope is 
given to all men, that it was a purgation by these 
means for other worse diseases, which might happen 
this year. Moreover^ I consider that, as a good 
father, that loves his child dearly, doth punish him 
sharply, so God, favouring your majesty greatly, hath 
chastened you straitly ; and, as a father doth it for 
the further good of his child, so hath God prepared 
this for the better health of your grace. 

And, in this hope, I commit your majesty to His 
hands, most humbly craving pardon of your grace 
that I did write no sooner ; desiring you to attribute 
the fault to my evil head, and not to my slothful 
hand. From Hatfield, this 21st of April. 

Your majesty's most humble sister 
to command, 

EUZABSTH. 



ILLUBTRIOUS LADIES. 2&7 

LETTER CV. 
Prineen JElizaheih to King Edtoard VI. 

[smith HS.9N0. 68,FOL. 45. bodlsian ubsa&t. Latin,'] 

O king, most serene and illustrious, the rea^son that 
you have not, for so long a time, seen any letters 
from me is, not that I am destitute of matter, of 
which I have abundance, if it be nothing more than 
to thank you for your numberless favours, and to 
show some token of my gratitude, but because the 
pain in my head precluded all modes q{ writing to 
your .majesty. Truly, I am both ashamed and 
grieved that I must so often make excuses of this 
kind ; however, I choose rather to express the true ' 
cause of my negligence, :althoiigh it be to my pre- 
judice, than to invent a falsity, which .is contrary 
to my nature and disposition. Since then this the 
true cause is now, by the blessing of the great imd 
good God, removed, and J am somewhat restored to 
health, I think I ought now to resume my long inter- 
rupted duty of writmg, in order that your majesty 
may be assured of one thing — that, although I have 
omitted to write, I have never remitted in my love and 
bounden respect towards you. For, such is the power 
of true and unfeigned love, that it binds together 
those separated even by the longest distances; I, 
then, who, from your tender infancy, have ever been 
your fondest sister — how can I do other than follow 
you with heart, thought, and even dumb words, I 



228 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 

mean, with my letters ! Thus, although absent from 
you in the one part of myself, namely, in body ; yet 
I may prove to your majesty that I ever am and have 
been present to you in that other part — the mind. 
And, since it is in mind that true love consists, which, 
like a god (as it were), is not necessarily confined by 
the restraints of space, I hope, nay, I am sure, that 
by no interval of space or time can I be excluded 
from your good-will to me. 

With regard to myself, I can truly aflBirm, that 
your absence has increased rather than lessened my 
love for you. For such is the nature of mankind 
that the blessings which are before their eyes they 
do not suflBiciently value; but those more distant, 
they seem to covet more eagerly. If your majesty 
hold this opinion, you will be persuaded that, neither 
interruption of letter-writing, nor intervention of 
space, can prove an obstacle to keep me from showing 
to you due regard and reverence. 

May the Lord Jesus, who rules all by his own 
divine will, preserve your majesty to us for many 
years, with increase of virtue. Ashridge, 26th of July. 
Your majesty's most lowly servant 
and sister, 

Elizabeth. 
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LETTER CVI. 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI . 

[smith MS., NO. 68^ FOL. 42. BODLEIAN LIBRART. LaUtt.] 

Your letter, most illustrious king, has cheered my 
mind for many reasons ; in the first place, that it 
certified me of your sound health, which has ever 
been my chief care ; in the second, that it exhibited 
no common marks of your love for me ; and in the 
last, that it showed satisfactorily with how kind feel- 
ing you accepted my bounden duty, by the messenger 
sent by me to enquire of your health. 

Amidst all which, while I was pondering on what 
was the most important, your majesty's prosperous 
health struck me at the first glance ; than which 
nothing can ever happen more desirable or more 
necessary to this realm^ For, what a family is without 
a steward, a ship without a pilot, a flock without a 
shepherd, a body without a head, the same, I think, 
is a kingdom without the health and safety of a good 
monarch. Since then so much weight rests on the 
prosperity of princes, your majesty's well-being ought 
to be desired and wished for by all with the heartiest 
prayers ; and without it, in fact, the subjects of this 
kingdom can in no wise be safe and secure. For, as 
sheep cannot be guarded against, or escape from the 
snares of wolves without the shepherd's care and 
foresight^ so without the foresight of kings, (whom 
Homer calls ' Shepherds of the people,' and Isaiah, 
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* Feeders of the Church''), neither oan states be suf- 
ficiently guarded and fortified against the inroads 
and attacks of tyrants, nor can the Church be 
rightly fed and satisfied with food for the Spirit, that 
is, with the Word of God. 

Moreover, lest I should seem unmindful of my 
duty, I give my thanks to your majesty, for having 
conceived such an opinion of me, as you have folly 
expressed in your letters. And that tioB opinion 
may remain settled in your majesty^s mind per- 
petually, I have hitherto striven earnestly^ and I 
promise that I will hereafter strive as sedulously. 
May God long preserve your highness in oafety, to 
the glory of his name, and the advantage of yoor 
kingdom. 

At Hatfield^ August the 8th. 

Your majesty's most humble sister and servant, 

EUZABETH. 

To tile most noble and serene 
king Edvard the Sixth. 



LETTER CVII. 



Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VL a.d. 1560. 

[SHITH MS., 68, FOL. 43. BODLEIAN LIBBJL&T. LoHnJ] 

O most illstrious king, because you have received 
in so long an interval so few letters from me in 
which I returned thanks for favours, or at least 
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testified my due respect to you, I hope, for this, I 
shall readily obtain pardon ; espeoially as this laxity 
has not proceeded from any forgetfulness of you, 
whom I never can or ought to forget. Now, how- 
ever, as I understand your majesty is sojourning in 
places not far from London^ I have thought I ought 
to break silence, that I might prove to you there has 
been no abatement of my bounden reverence to you, 
and that nothing can be more desirable to me than 
your health ; which, from reports of certain persons, 
I understand to be firm and vigorous. 

While I recount severally the blessings of the 
great and good God, I indeed judge this one to be 
'the greatest of all*— that he hath quickly and merci- 
fully restcMred you again to London, after your late 
disease ; into which I think you had fallen by God's 
especial providence (as in my last letter I wrote to 
your majesty), in order that, the cause of diseases 
having been now removed, you may be preserved, to 
the greatest length of years, to handle the reins of 
Government. 

Nothing is so uncertain and perishable as is the 
life of man, who, by the testimony of Pindar,a is 
nought but a shadow — a dream ; and, as Homer ^ 

* Eirdficpoi ri 8^ ris, rt $€ oi rts ; 
Skms iwap ivBponroi. 

Pyih, Od. viii. sub fine, 

^ Creatures we are of a day ; what then is Man I what is he not % 
Mortals are the dream of a shadow.^' 

^ 06 fx\v yap tI iron iarlv oi^vpdnarov dofZpbs • 
TiAsnwVy 6(raa.T€ yalay iiri trveUi rh Kott l^pireu 

^Ham, Iliad, P. 446-7. 
** For, there is no where a being, more wretched than Man, of all 
that hreatbe and creep on the earth/' 
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says, " Earth nourishes nothing more frail than 
human kind/^ Since, then, the life of every one is 
not merely exposed to, but is overcome by, so many 
and so great accidents^ we judge that your past 
disease has been removed by the special mercy of 
Divine Providence ; and in all those so frequent 
changes of air and of places (which I know have 
been not entirely free from diseases) that you have 
been preserved, by a miracle^ from any peril of infec- 
tion. To which Providence I commit the guardian- 
ship of your majesty, and, at the same time, ask that 
He may preserve you in good health as long as 
possible. 

At Ashridge, 20th of September. . 

Your majesty's very humble sister, 

Elizabeth. 
To the most illustrious and noble 
king Edward the Sixth. 



LETTER CVIIL 

Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VL 

[smith MS., 68, FOL. 47. BODLEIAN LiBRA&T. Latin,'] 

I cannot express, O king most serene, with how 
great joy I am affected, as often as I hear that your 
majesty is in sound health When this joy, which I 
had received from the reports of others, was confirmed 
by Master Cheke in his own words, I thought it 
incumbent on me by my letters to signify to you im- 
mediately^ how welcome and deh'ghtful to me is your 
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good health. Which indeed I had done sooner, if 
my letters were such as to be worthy of giving pleasure 
to your highness, whose sagacity in judging of such 
things I have well experienced. But as your majesty 
is not ignorant under what poverty of language 1 
labour in Latin, and I myself am conscious with 
how great difficulty I write, even in my best health, 
especially to you, whom I acknowledge not only as my 
brother, but as my king and lord, and earnestly respect, 
worship, and venerate ; I pray you, do not wonder if 
letters from me have been delivered to you less fre- 
quently than your majesty perchance expected. If 
however in your majesty's judgment I cannot per- 
chance escape the charge of negligence and indolence, 
I will endeavour to make amends for my late laxity of 
duty by diligence and vigilance in future. So it is to 
be hoped that I shall not only escape the penalty of 
my late seeming negligence, but recover your majesty's 
good opinion, of which I never have had and have as 
yet no doubt : for, even as a good teacher does not 
repel a pupil who returns with alacrity to his studies, 
though he may heretofore have been very idle, but 
rather embraces him affectionately, so I hope your 
majesty will kindly follow the teacher's good example 
towards me. Which, if you do, I, in my turn, will 
strive that hereafter your majesty shall receive more 
frequent letters from me, and, if God grant vigorous 
health, that I may shortly make apparent to your 
majesty, by some translation of my own, how I employ 
my present leisure. 
May the great and good God long preserve your 
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majesty in safety, whom I will do my endeavour to 
see as soon as possible : and I wish again and again 
that I may see you well At Hatfield, 5th November. 
Your majesty^s most humble 

servant and sister, 

Eliza BEiH. 



LETTER CIX- 
Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

[smith M&i, YOL. six. AKT. 1. BODLEIAN LIBAAKT. Holofftaj^, 

Latin,'] 

king most serene. 

Although I would study nothing so much as to 
escape, not merely the stain, but even the very slightest 
suspicion, of ingratitude, I nevertheless fear that J may 
seem to have fallen into it ; because, having ever 
received so many favours from your majesty, I yet 
have, in so long an interval, sent no letters, whereby 
you might discern, at least, the signs of a grateful 
heart ; for which omission, as there are just and neces- 
sary causes, I hope and am likewise assured that your 
majesty will readily absolve me from every oharge of 
ingratitude : for a disease of the head and eyes has 
come upon me, which has so grievously troubled me 
ever since my coming to this abode, that, although I 
often attempted to write to your majesty, I have, evcD 
to this day, ever been recalled from my puq[K)se and 
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resolution. As this affection, by the aid and assistance 
of the great and good God, has now somewhat abated, 
I have considered that I ought no longer to defer the 
duty of writings that your majesty may understand 
that any thing rather than a heart grateful towards 
you and mindful of your benefits has been hitherto 
wanting on my part. 

For though I am not ignorant that the greatness 
of your benefits towards me is such as to take away 
all hope of compassing even the very smallest portion 
of them in any acknowledgments of mine, I have yet 
thought that I ought to strain every nerve to repay a 
just and well-deserved debt of gratitude, by good will 
and an unforgetting mind. In which, as nothing has in- 
deed as yet ever been neglected by me, I hope your 
majesty will not merely take in good part this hitherto 
omitted duty of writing and returning thanks, but also 
consider that I have ever with heart and will enter- 
tained due gratitude towards you. 

May the Lord Jesus, who preserves and guards all 

things, perpetually preserve and guard your excellency 

to this kingdom, and increase you with great virtueei 

and many years. At Enfield. 

Your majesty's very humble 

servant and sister, 

Elizabeth. 
To the most aoble and 
•earene king Ed^wd 
the Sixth. 
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LETTER ex. 

Anncy Cotmtess of Sussex, to Aer Mother^ Lady Codihorp. 
A.D. vers. 1549, 

[cotton. MS., VESPASIAN, P. IX. FOL. 127. Holograph,"] 

*»* The following letter adds another to the many testimonies of 
the miseries frequently entailed by unequal marriages. The writer was 
the daughter of Sir William Calthorp, and, as she herself intimates, 
lived in obscurity and comparative poverty till she was selected 
as the second wife of Henry, Earl of Sussex, one of the first nobles 
of the land. Matrimonial discords soon arose between them, to 
which the earl thus alludes in a letter which he wrote to her announc- 
ing the death of Henry VIII., in which he addresses^her only as 
"Madam." 

'' And for your repair hither in the end of this week, I shall send 
unto you Henry Narthey, by whom you shall know my determinate 
pleasure. In the mean time, I require you to put all such things in 
order as shall be meet for you here. Thus, good madam, about the 
contents of your letters, diversely and lengthy and tending to the 
lack of good will in me, that ought to be a loving husband — the 
same, nevertheless, as I think, proceeding of a good heart might 
otherwise have been qualified. I wish to you my own heart as to 
myself. 

'^ From Chiplace in Holbom, the last day of January, in the first 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Edward the Sixth. 
'< Your assured loving husband, 

^ Henat Sussex.'*' 

Of the merits of the case, in reference to the matrimonial dispute, 
nothing is now known — ^but it is difficult to believe the following 
earnest and sorrowful appeal to be written by a guilty person. 

Of Lady Sussex, the only subsequent notices that occur, are, that 
she was divorced from her husband — that in 1552, she was released, 
by command of the Privy Council, from imprisonment in the Tower, 
to which she had been committed on a charge of sorcery^ — that she 
afterwards left the country— and that, on the 9th of November, 1555, 

^ Cotton. MS. Titus, B. ii. fol. 51. ^ Harl. MS., 352, fol. 255. 
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a bill was read in Parliament to the effect that Anne Calthorp, late 
the divorced wife of the Earl of Sussex, be debarred from her dower 
and jointure, if she do not repair into the realm, within a time 
limited, and make her purgation before the bishop of her diocese. 
This bill passed ; the bishops of Bangor and St. David's being the 
only dissentients.' 

Your opened letter of the last of July, received this 
last of August by Robert Warner's servant, containing 
my unnatural sloth of advertising my miserable estate, 
argueth to me your non-receipt of twain my several 
letters of the 16th of July and the 12th of August, 
containing as well my duty of humbleness to your 
ladyship as hope of your comfort at hand, through 
my pJurgation by justice of law and innocency before 
G(m], of all these guiltiest crimes, by surmised lies, 
whereof you, as my godly mother, wish me so earnestly 
to repent, as peril binds, if I were guilty ; to whom 
you use not more terrible threats than cheerful com- 
forts of holy scripture, rebuking my vice and persuading 
repentance, giveth me great marvel ; also to what 
author you give so firm faith of my guiltiness, that 
(neither) your wonted opinion and knowledge of my 
honesty, natural love, nor my declaration by letters of 
the Earl of Southampton's tyranny and devilish device 
of my divorce, open shame, and undoing can stay you 
from my condenmation, the grief whereof is more to 
me than of these persecutions that I bear of such 
a tyrant as doth and hath ever gloried more in 
spoil than relief of miserable estates, by whosfe only 
mean I am brought to this depth of sorrow and misery 
whereof at the first I seemed to all my friends so 
* Journal of the House of Lords, vol. i. p. 499. 
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guilty that I durst not by word or writing almost 
defend myself, till God at length provided my delivery 
of their hands, immediately upon the which I have not 
spared to bewray to all folk how I have been handled 
herein, the which my declaration hath and shall, I 
trust, take such effect as shall purge me and reprove 
him, the length and weariness of which matter so irketh 
me that I find nothing to encourage my defence, but 
that I know me bound not to sufier truth to perish by 
Ues, but lies by truth : in furtherance whereof though 
I do as law letteth me, I deserve not by my just doing 
your ill opinion of wrong defence, lack of repentance, 
nor of persevwance in ill, of all which your heavy letter 
reproveth me, whereof if I were guilty, as I were then 
much bound to God for so godly counsel of so good a 
mother, so am I now, being dear, to lament in this 
so great adversity to find me by enemies supplanted 
and robbed of your good opinion, without the which 
what can I do ! for recovery whereof what would I 
not do ! 

Wherefore, good madam, though my enemies much 
desire, seek, and find of you their furtherance to my 
hindrance, howso they speed of tiiat, I humbly crave 
to speed of your wonted motheriy natural love, without 
the which I am indeed to you your lost child, by hin* 
derance of my brother at home that grudges your 
killing of the fat calf at my return, not firom any ill 
tiiat I have done, but to your presence, if God and 
you shall so think meet, from the whieh I wish that 
vain glory had never drawn me ; bait siimple poverty 
therein hitherto preserved me, tlmt then had not 
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wandered in this labour of undeserved trouble, wherein 
I am com&rUesB, save by my innoconcy, not to find 
God forgetful of me^ in wbom my heart is hardy to 
defend these heavy crimes of adultery and matrimony 
between Sir Edmond Eoiyvett and me ; of the which, 
as the one is to rob me of 'my living, $o in furtherance 
thereof is the other of all godly reputation, mother, 
kindred, friends, pity, mearoy, justice, charity, honour, 
honesty, and all other godly respects due to my 
unguiltiness, and in their place to plant my enemies ; 
and your opinion, that I seek to maintain those errors 
by scripture^ as, if I did, my frailness and ignorance 
were more tolerable than my unguiltiness is con- 
demnable^ by which my infamy, as I lament that 
condemnation of these papists that take occasion of 
God's blasphemy^ depraving his holy word by setting 
forth my fatdts, so do I rejoice my clearness from just 
ocoafflonoftheir so great wickedness, and pray God for 
my trouble, and patience therein, whom I also humbly 
beseech to send you good opinion of me, so that they 
fail of my hinderance towards you, as I assure myself 
they should of such condemnation as the Earl of 
Southampton hath hitherto procured and pursued, and 
should have won if my trial had not proceeded, as it 
did long, before infidds and heathen^ judges, from the 
which, for many unjust injuries^ I have appealed to 
the king's majesty^ and have obtained from, my Lord 
Protector letters to them of such effect as this copy 
shall shew unto, you, and grant of anew commission to 
these that follow. — ^The Bishop ofCant^ury, Doctor 

* Conjectfira!— The letters most TeBonble etneke. 
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Taylor, Doctor Neavenson, Doctor Ellis, Doctor 
Merrill, and Doctor Davis, the which be all christians, 
of whom I shall have justice ; as, if I have, then doubt 
I not my deliverance. I have not yet the commission 
sealed, because Mr. Cecil, master of requests about 
my lord, is sick, and Heth in Essex, till whose return 
my lord will hear no suits, so that till Michaelmas my 
matter must stay, as I, that have no other shift, must 
and do remain here at Newington, a place of vile sort 
for all godly and worldly respects, for if, as touching 
God, I know neither good man nor woman out of my 
house, nor to the world, any but such as be too ill for 
me to dwell with here, where reigneth extremity of 
dearth and death, from whence, if either any pity of 
my lord would, as all means and friends that I can 
make could have removed me, I had not given the 
world so just occasion to suspect or slander my con- 
versation, by my abiding here, where never creature 
lived in more misery than I have done and do ; for 
the house wherein I lie is so filthy, both of air and 
building, and death so mortal here, that I am learned 
(taught) to care little for my life, that daily is in so 
present peril, and so to live and trust in Christ, that 
death to meismore life than (the) life that I lead in this 
vile and stinking place of sin and stench, without com- 
pany or conference with kin or friend, ill-esteemed for 
the place's sake, from the which I have not where to 
go, the which also I had not had, but strayed in the 
streets, if one WiUiam Smith had not gotten it for 
me, when I was left by my lord in London, at liberty 
to seek my living, I wist not how nor where, having 
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neither money, men, womeOy meat, nor more tban two 
gowns of velvet, uncomely for my misery to be worn, 
with the rest of all other cruelties done to me at hi& 
departing, of such sort that mine own moan and dread 
of your trouble forbiddeth me to write and to desire you 
to consider, and so to remove your wrong opinion of 
my willing being in this horrible house to nature, and 
displeasant towards Ood, wherein dwells few but 
shameless, fearless, and careless of Him, as I am not 
guilty of the offence of either, if I had elsewhere to 
become. 

So that) since I am thus compelled to eat my meat 
with sinners, let it not offend you, for Christ did eat 
meat with publicans and sinners, not though the Pha- 
risees were offended, with whom I also may beggarly 
boast myself of no house to hide my head, but this 
that is not mine, but for the time, by the aid of Smith, 
to whom I have been, in this trouble, more beholden 
than to my old friends and acquaintance, of aU the 
which I have been in my extreme need so utterly for- 
saken, as never woman was ; for, when my lord left 
me without other stay than I have before written, 
Smith spared not to become of counsel with me when 
few would, and so to pursue my matter, that where I 
despaired I now assure me of delivery. He also hath 
liberally lent me money, as, if he had not, I must long 
ere now have begged ; for of my lord I had allowed 
me but SOs. a week during the time of the suit, till I 
appealed, and since that time not one penny but thai 
I have borrowed of Shardlow, to whom and his wife I 
humbly crave your hearty thanks for their great com- 
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sunft my- iypjBrtM w i (appeaJv) Iqr tike -wiiiah I hamm 
iMd^ otelMffwUiMkr 0a tlvi tfao«Kh SniA mA 
hisKi Iin»ifrdbfeiMtagri»Di|f, audi fived^ tiHi&r 
agttiKfiQ'gocMl mmet that 1 taut; cf & gooA^mky thaai^ 
I taigytiittpf oieaM rf tlw^hpiv wiM)att frianiMiifv ttpU 
mitetandiag^ ferttalr i hcferemTod hmsfA^i^hfmt^ 
yon of sQoh. eointerasiaDa&JKi u^wors^ braitod ikamewn^ 
I »ii0pe«ted> betwixt him- naati a» womsKtkat k»piifei» 
me^ idMB I was elae drirsa^ to wafihnqr dotl«6t>aB& 
dress my meat, that had neither man nor maAfthtfc 
XD9B> — ^I liawr iageaikraMrt* pwdaimjr H^momam, and 
samed hwr^ tbatlaUl, MmtbabM^ bivftUftawmnr 
iudt (fiHgtim^ iih4NMK>£ I hare on lam rmoA than tU* 
bvn^tr eaiK dbew yoa>. q£ whom yoea shaft r— eir e ttis 
copy of auflkdeoiaraiiaii aa I haam aaais to aqrlecd^al 
CaDterfatieyv by titra^iUrii yiaii dbaU penBoareby wkafe 
nnuK I have baen^tniaAi'tanme^'vmiffidiiiiig^tf €k>d 
did noifoc ms aaha hath daxae ; in ike iriuoli, if jaK 
fiad eea temy fo talea tiiat have been tidd yaav 
good BMsdaai, kt; thia nmpkp teuth^ oYcnaatdb ibena 
in yoinr cxadSh^. and me en^y that yoar eUt g^dljr 
motherly loia and good op iaiaB^. with joucheift oC mA 
fri^sda as yea ihsak^ for yoar sakei will do m0. gMd» 
and finally your DMce daeevfuL and ooaafoctabb letteub 
aad adviae, what hefcoveldh aie to» dc^ ia esdiawn^af: 
tln» wretalMd place wheieiiK I dwdU, aad vmt nat 
whera eke to doy. tha whiefa I wudi would be to oimm* 
niaad SMtaroaB» toi yoa tili Midsadbne,. at suflb t^ 
at I Aaftfaaaa aqr ooremiaHiiar aealad, uatiLthe wfaUt 
I gefcxnpflrapaUaiiai of kajrkini; at. whicfa tawa 



akpi I abJX be. wHmr wtoxmi. to facM tbichliMtfarby 

g»sit.«f tlM Qwmet^iiluihkjtfaerelill i ea^ 
l«&bAra pait of kittflteS; or ^Im^ if I kwi^iii tiM%; t» 
sfldkiay Lodgpog^ asy if I di9>. tlieahaT€bI nfMUhflrl^iiMi 
HOC stnii^ niDve than four beda^ wb«seoC tm^ of then 
aravm^'ill^ wlmk bft tfad e«ri. of SiiNitbftiB(iiiNBia^'-» 
tb&S|.what.witkkiathfiarafiiieflnQCtbisthim0iiv ignMranoe 
aa^ii]]AbkB«a»kvget.aAy otimr^ aadfeoarof tfaMkesi^ 
tiMM pflMbileaee^ soi^l^MaJL and oaoiriial^ thftt. I ai& aAi 
mjr ini!A ead,, witboai wmSofBt ot oourmI of baa 91^ 
tmrnd^ oaire God aA< tUwi bangjar, Sfaardldw^ i]{K)ii 
^Qai?I live, aiid hskvef. doKie: tiMse. two^moMtha hurt* 
p/Mt;. and auifit do till tiiA: new oomnMaaoabe^sealed,^ 
before the which time I get no livia^ of my Iiod^ imt 
allo^isBee^ be b^g^ as he is, led by the earl of South- 
ampton, to my undoing, without desert or any matter 
that they can charge me with, save of a bill made by 
the earl of Southampton, in my extreme weakness of 
wit and body, containing Bhameful lies, to the which 
I), by Usi earnest persoaAioii of my bealrway^, did.sei. 
my hand, thinking-,. a» he. swore» ne^er to have been 
charged therewith, the wEich bill is in the law of no 
force, for the party's confession is no jyifit nor able cause 
o£ di^Korce, asy if it. were, I hare eoBfaaod uooba ia the 
WSii nomnything disftoneet, sa^e^ that epmion ef inntrY- 
moay„ and Mr. Knyvetts coming thither three times,, 
thftdbdeb lies. I aiftsoableto^d]A{HrovevthfiA,.th»agh I 
then, by the earl of Southampton^ procurement, Ked 
of myseif, I may now fearfully deny it truly, the which 
bill being avoided, they have nothing to charge me with. 
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Wherefore, good madam, I humbly crave your 
opinion of my undefiled honesty of my body, nor that 
I seek, or intend to seek. Sir Edmund Knyvett for my 
husb&ndi though I can easily wish that I had never 
thus troubled my lord, of whose use to me you partly 
can be witness, and that you will peruse this my 
declaration and bill of complaint to the king'^s highness ; 
the which, though they be long to read, are brief in 
respect of that matter that I have to put in them, the 
which I spared, both because that reading else were 
over painful, and length of writing irksome to me, that 
trust of good and speedy acquittal of this surmised 
nuitter, and of your daily blessing and good opinion of 
me, your miserable loving daughter. From Newington, 
this 13th of September. 

Anne Sussex, 

To my lady, my mother. 



LETTER CXI. 

FranceSf Marchioness of Dorset, to the Earl of Shrewi- 

lury. Vers. 1550. 

[talbox papebs, vol. p., vol. 189. COLLEGE OF ABMS. Ortgifiahl 

*»* Lady Frances Dorset is well known to historical biography as 
the daughter of the princess Mary Tudor, by Brandon, Dake of 
Suffolk, and the mother of the celebrated Lady Jane Grey. Two 
other letters only of hers are known to the editor — one in the 
Burleigh Papers,* the other in Tytler^s Edward and Mary,* fipom 
an original in the State Paper Office ; both are addressed to Admizal 
Seymour, and relate to his custody of Lady Jane.<: 

• Page 79, ^ Vol. i. p. 134. 

* In both she addresses Seymour as her brother. For remarks 
on this title see Nicolas* Life of Lady Jane Grey, p. 15. 
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After my most hearty oommendations to you, my 
very good lord^ forasmuch as at this present I have 
divers of my friends in Shropshire, whom I have 
cause to gratify with vension this summer^ and, 
debating where I might be best provided for them» 
have thought good most heartily to desire yon to 
bestow one stag upon me for this purpose, to be 
taken within your park of Blackmeyr^ and to be 
delivered unto this bringer at such time as he shall 
farther attend you for the same. Your lordship^s 
favour wherein to be shewed, the rather at this my 
request, shall not fail the semblable requital thereof, 
at any time hereafter when occasion shall require. 
And thus I bid you right heartily f^rewell^ 

From Loughborough, the 15th dj^^y of June, 

Your lordship's assured friend, 

Fbances Dobskt* 
To my very good lord, 
my lord the Earl of 
ShrewBbuiy. 

LETTER CXIL 
Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk^ to Cecil. A.n. 1550. 

(domestic HECOBDS^ temp. EDW. TI.yNO. 274. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph,} 

*•* The Duchess of Suffolk was one of the most Uvely and easy 
let^r writers of the time in which she lived. The following letters 
are specimens of her familiar correspondence with Cecily afterwards 
the great Lord Burleigh, with whom, as well as with his learned lady^ 
Mildred, daughter of Sir Anthony Coke, she was on the most iiamiliar 
terms. The views which, in the present letter^ she expresses in 
reference to the importance of freedom of choice in matrimonial 
engagements are the more worthy of notice, £rom their being so 
opposed to the prejudices of the period* 
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• I.wstoony, wiAi tli wy keart, tkat my lord vnar- 
•qns* dfl^ ^0 bettor folbw Ins good heffommg^ %tt 
ivttttt^iia I do atone ilin be Bonyfcr slBi fimlts and 
IwTenAyto^o my brat to hdp theialf Itmn, tad, 
ivbml eagniiot, tdreitas^alaeQ^tisIt^ I^sfe 
oflate, lyy 'my letters, seored Um ttgain m ^, Ibttt lie 
misweii^ tne itfa»t -all is w^, vbA thst is tffl las eny- 
ingsi IllunkitliJbelicHiterwa^toMlimtblbnein 
«r {tfasm) %AniL it Urn ; fisr iso untoward, like wom«fD, 
be some men to foBow their own commodiiSes, if tbqr 
!be friendly todiorted tkeremito, wliiGii, fbiUdden^lliBy 
• do witb mirah better 'wffl, birt I um \ery ^gisd lAiat 
tbe^earl bendetb, ibr altbough Ihe marquis seem inm 
in his part yet I am sm^ the earl is his adamant ; 
therejfare, there is no question but ?f the one proceed 
the ojiher wffl follow after. 

And where ttt pleased my lord of Warwick,^* for 
the better show of his friendship, to wiedi my lord of 
Somerset to go through with my son for his dattgfater, 
I trust the friendship between my lord S. and me 
hath been tried suoh and haath so good assurance, 
upm iihe^imple repots of our only good wsU, that 
we shall not need to do any thing rashly or unor- 
derly, to make the -yKoM t» believe the better of 
.ouriidendflhif>S4 •and for the one of ais to tbink T¥efl of 
tke odMR, M3» trnvdrised bond l»etween «. boy ^mA 
jpA can give sucAi assurance of good will as iiatSi 
been UMstaM^f^ s»d now^ 4kef wua^^ %«v 
o'locAv, 4Mm wrihout tticnr omsents, tir tM Utey be ytft 

^ John Dudley, afterwards Tiari<]f'N(irfimmb«rlMid. 
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jvdgnetffc to give muk a cnmmAm ofigift io 
%e fiveb in nsM^moiijr, I txamvt Inll "fviittt iiMte 
sHimdneflft oBe ^ w anglit slraw VBcitiier) -er li^wmia 
««w .n^fat moA smte mUb&Sb^ Hum to taiag '9ir 
^Udvea into «o vdfeemUe ^i^Me wot ^ '€liMMi»,lly 
'iikmt amm. Udngs, inwhiM t^Mj imtft'prdreeB^o 4iistmt 
oib.lmul^iiBiim giiwt'afoTQ tofor <eviBe. IMsIfMi- 
mise you I have said for my totA'm <d«agiitii», an f«iiAl 
AS for my son, and tbis ixKtt« I ftay €«r viyBeif, mnd I 
fiay it not tet truly, I know none this day living that 
I neittiier ^sh my son than she, but I am not, because 
I like her hesti, tbecefoiie desirous that she should be 
constrained by her friends to have him, whom she 
might peradventure not like so well as I like her ; 
neither can I yet assure myself of my son^s liking, 
neither do I greatly mistrust it, for, if Jie be xuled by 
right judgment, then shall he, I am sure, have no 
cause to mislike, except he think himself misliked ; 
but to have this joaatter come best to jpAss were that 
we parents Ji:ept stillour friendship, and sufier our chil* 
dsen to follow our examples, and to b^gin their ioves 
of themselves, without our foreii^ ; for, — although 
iioth might happen to be obedient to their parents, and 
marry at oor pleasures, and so £ad no other cause 4o 
mislike, but that by our power they lost tiieir free 
choice, whereby neither of tfaena can think themselves 
so much boimden to the other, — thEatJ fault is suffi- 
cient to break the greatest love: wherefose I will 
make nuich of my la4y's daughter, without the respect 
of jny fioi^ osuse, and it may please my lord to love 
my son for his mother's sake^ nsd tio, I 4otifct trc^t, 
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but) if God do not midike it, my son and his daughter 

jshall much better like it to make up the matter 

jthemselves, and let them even alone with it, sayinig 

there can no good agreement happen between them 

that we shall mislike, and, if it should not happen 

li^ell, there is neither they nor none of us shall blame 

another. And so, my good Cecil, being weary, J 

leave you to the Lord. 

Prom Kingston^ the 9th of May. 

Your assured, 

£.. Suffolk. 
To my £nencl, Master CedL 

Endoraed, « 9th May, 1550.'» 



LETTER CXIII. 

Catherine, Duchess cf Suffolk^ to Cecil A.n. 1550. 

[DOMESTIC &ECOBDS, TEHl». EDW. YI., KO. 284. STATB PAPER OFFICE. 

OrigindL} 

Your letters came not, as you had borne them in 
hand, to call me from any great business, and so to 
ofifend me, but rather, being long looked for, satisfied 
•for the quarrel which your silence might have pro- 
voked. I have heard your ill-favoured news, as ill- 
favouredly told, and I like them as ill-favouredly. 
It liketh me best that thereby I shall not be tmpro- 
vided, whatsoever betideth. I will watch, therefore, 
and pray. And so shall you be bid well to fare. 

At my house of Eresby, the Sthof August. 

Your assured, as you know, 

K. Suffolk* 
To yny lovixig friend^ Mr. CecU. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Catherine^ Duchess of Suffolk, to Secretary Cecil. 
A.D. 1550. 

[domestic bbcords, Texp. xdw. yi. no. 293 b. state papbb office. 
Holograph,'} 

My good Cecil, 

But shall I oall you so still, now you be master 
secretary? choose you if you will not have it so, for 
till you deny it I will call you so. And, also, this 
letter must serve you for many purposes. 

First, you shall hereby find you be not forgotten, 
but amongst the biggest remembered, and farther, 
you shall hereby take occasion not to be idle, but to be 
occupied for me. You know 1 wrote a letter a good 
while since, at my son's coming to the court to my 
lord of Somerset, for Naunton^s cause, who, because I 
have no answer of it, shakes for fear lest my lord 
should conceive some fault in him for my earnest 
writing. I pray you help to deliver him from that 
doubt, for you know to be cursed » or earnest. I need 
no help, and I cannot but be so when I see my friend 
stick with me in trifles, with whom I would not stick 
in great things, if they were as much in my power to 
do the one as it is in theirs to do the other. You 
know, a good turn quickly done is twice done, and 
when it is so long tarried for it loseth half the grace 
of the benefit. Thus hear you my opinion; if there 
be not more doctors of my mind I would there were, 
and, what mind soever they be of, I pray you save 
■ Used in the Bense of <* angry." 

h2 
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them innocent fnun l)eii\g. 43oiuleBmed through my 
fault, and not by them deserved, for I promise you 
she wmepedi wlnfaft I imteit, featii^, 1ih«t I oetfld not 
doubt of, that a frieaid«hoidd mistake any thing well 
xnMnt. 

And thus, two parts Mng played, the third is to 
bid you farewell with my hearty cdmmendatiosui to 
mistress Mildred and yourself. 

From IJrimstliorp, the l&th of September. 
Your assured friend, 

K. Svf FOUC. 

If a right be so hard to be ^ottei^ Ood he^p us in 
;aii untrue natter. 



.T»iB|r«r«gri 

Master ^Beeratery Cieoil. 



^LETTER €XV. 
Catherine^ Ihichess if Suffolk, to Secretary Cedl. 
A.D. 1550. 

XdOXSSZIC BBOpitnS, SBHP. EDW. TI., NO. 299. STATE fABEB ^FPIOB. 

ffolopraph','^ 

I must deare you, good master Cecil, to shew your 
f riendfiflaip to this poor bearer, in a certain suit that 
one of Jersey hath against his brother. His request 
is but that it mil please my lord of Somerset either to 
direct his letter or else to command his. under captalu 
in Jersey to call the matter before him, and to make 
some honest end lyf if, for othenvise the poor fool is 
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JifaetefeeiflMbxie. I^tAattiwBwttarisi^MiVDt 
aUetoiseU^ifil^iauLI fwjr Oo£ ike ^pomied^imi- 
«at^1>eiMa^«bit; b<i^ if Iw ««n, I yrqr ym then 
to Ji^ iam9 <evoii for citaalir'B ««i]a, .and wtdi lAe 
4nei« npoeA AtA. km ONQr tdie tooner retafli ta Ids 
jgttpdeti ai]umi6,iivIcwitsvieB9saihdtiUiiemitiiiiij 
aeittor lAaU Aene be4or4Bii6eet jbaAB tf ym idp Urn 
iidt «vitlk liui0iBi. jLAd «»IioaBii]it ihimiiiMi:«UUs 
-ewIJgngBgh W yam^ aAd 3x011 ^ God. 
Fran XattoM^ tte ted <^Ootob6K. 

Y«u»«g6iiPed, 

To Master CeeiL 



1.ETTER CXVI. 



Catherine^ Duckeis x)f Sajffolk^ to Seeretarg OeaL 
JUD. 155L 

»»• The cGspttteB referred to in the following letter were those 
b«tiinien<lhe flhiete^toriScniHVsst imd>ihe council, now strong nnfier 
^heinflueDoe 4lf his santiigittiilt, Dudley, ^Dofae of Nonthumherland ; 
Cecil, whose initiation into ofiBce was under the Protector, had^nrilten 
to \aAj SiJffWlk to req[aest her to try to sooihe the perturbed state 
«of iflie^AriR^lfieeiiagBf^nfl to lenfl ber^fiuence in<his hehiilf. 



Th© inafttier fcefcween *the coimsel and my lord, and 
ttie «feat© of 1ms cause, -seemefla by your letter not mudh 
•t»<liffi»frowi that which "before I heard, but of -ray 
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greatest fear you have quieted me ; for I did never 
fear so much that wicked tongues should do him harm, 
in sowing bo deep suspects in the councirs hearts 
iigainst my lord, but that God would easily pull them 
out, whilst they were but only surmises of malice, and 
no occasion given by any new change in him. Where- 
fore I trust my journey shall be less needful, for the 
great good that I could have done for my lord was to 
have offered him my counsel, in case he had been any 
thing impatient at their unkind dealings : and, to have 
wrought so much with him, if need had been, I thought 
my power somewhat. In the rest I assure you, I 
rather shall be content to give the aventure than hope 
after any good leap, and, for the more surety of the 
little that I am able to do, I have even of late had 
a meetly good trial of them. Howbeit, if I could be 
any ways persuaded that I might do my lord any 
good, I would most gladly put myself in any aventure 
for it : but, alas ! if I come I am not able to do for 
him that I would, and as unable to do that which we 
stuck so long. on, then shall I not only do him no good 
but rather harm, and that I would be most sorry for. 
Wherefore, in this, I will well bethink me how I 
can master that froward and crooked mind of mine, 
before I come, and, if I can bring that to pass, then 
will I not fail with speed to accomplish your desire 
and mine own, and till then I shall lament your 
wrong, and as truly purge you from such slanders, 
when time shall serve me for it, if the parties hall 
please to credit me. And so, when I had written my 
letter, came a letter from a friend of mine, who 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES. .253 

declared yery good news, and great hope of my lord 
of Somerset's being called to the council very shortly ; 
wherefore I am now the rather determined to stay my 
coming till their goodness be past^ lest, otherwise, if 
I come up whilst it is moving, they think I come to 
take away their thanks. I think it were well done to 
let every honest man have his due, and, therefore, 
check thanks, but they must not, at this time, be 
uttered, but thought and laid up till time seemeth 
better to declare them. 

Good Cecil, God be with you, and I pray you to 
make my hearty commendations and excuses that I 
write not at this time to them, for I have taken so 
extreme a cold that I have lost my speech, and almost 
my sight ; wherefore I leave you and mistress Mildred 
to God. 

From the cottage of Kingston, the 25th of March. 

Your very assured, 

K. Suffolk. 
To Master Cecil. 



LETTER CXVII. 

Catherine^ Duchess of Svffolky to Secretary CeciL 
A.D. 1551. 

[domestic BECOSDS, TEHP. EDW. TI., no. 352. STATE PAPES OFFICE.] 

Hologroiph,^ 

*** In July, 1551, the Duchess of Suffolk sustained a severe loss 
in the death of two sons^ her only children, who both fell victims to 
the sweating sickness, within two days of each other. The present 
letter shows the spirit of pious resignation in which the childless 
widow bore up under her sorrows. 



19^ i^mais ^o^ wionrxL and 

IgireCMllliaBles, gmd Mwt0r<3e^, fen- aSUs 
bofidfitB iviik^ it iasftk pleaeM^ Mm 1^ Ii6fl9p ^cpon i&e, 
«id1a?ciiy ttaSae liiRS, tm lai^ .<asrd 1M> tke%irt si^t 
ttmet i^harp a»i bittier) fvKodkiaxfBA^ «cft far like 3efi6t 
4rflm>beBe&s,im0niuoli«Bl Imvemi^er'bcen'Bd^ell 
tec^t hf wf tinker before to inow Ih6 fower, tis 
bre, and merey, my t»im wiokedoeos, isBid tfmt 
^vn'i^fct&6d •e^ft1)6 Asi^ *^iihovt iiR& I iAnmM 6B#itfe 
bere. And,%e ftseettaifi you iflmtl irftve received grcait 
comfort in him^ I would gladly 4o it%y talk ssaA «iglit 
4sJf yim ; but, as I lanst (wtifesB m^^iio better Klian 
fleifc, m I «m net weH ^aJUe ^«v^ Hjuiet 1;o behold m^ 
'viery i&icsids witlMiut sooke paoit df tUme €^ •dregs ef 
A'dmft, to 4ieaR«irry for tkut^liepeof E kii^e I v^Am 
m^bt te i^gmoe; y^ft siet^bstaiading I wooOd «yt 
spare my sorrow so much but I would gladly ^iidiipe 
it, 'mete itii0t far f«r 'other •csmsefi that miovdihiBie so 
to do, fribkb I Iwv'e v&written at this time^ meaning 
to iMfil your last request to-morrow, by seven o^clock 
in the morning. Then, if it please you, you may use 
him that I send you as if I stood by. So with many 
thanks for your lasting friendship, I betake you to 
Him that both can, and I trust will govern you to his 
glory ;aiid your l»est oontefttatian. 

From Grimsthorp,.{his present Monday. 

Your poorest but assured friend, 

K. Suffolk. 

To Master Secretary CeciL 

Enaonel, '''SeptetiA)er,l551/' 



uxaVmcmouB lai>i£s. %^ 



LETTER CXVIII. 

Jane, LaBy SmSkamptmi U Sir WtJUam Petre. 
A.D. 1551. 

[domestic records, temp. EDW. m^ NO. M% «KiU aKPBR «nRCB. 

*0* Lady Southampton was the daughter and heiress of William 
Cheney, Esq., and the wife of Thomas Wriothesley, the celebrated 
minister of Henry YIII., whose death, in July, 1550, left her a widow 
with a son and five daughters, with the education of whom she seems 
from the present letter to lunre iiiSiiE(lri«wfly occupied herself. 



After my right hearty commendations. Having 
since the departure of my late lord andMsband 8U&- 
tftined many n^oaes ^aindiBHwhottkaQHbwM, ajul kath 
to tomUe my fHends for I2he redrens of l^iem, ^£tey 
jgv0«^A»w4Be £mst^ and lewd facmma iske such courage 
thereby, Hhg^ i an ^mtmeed n^ 1;liis ipreflfiist to fR9^ 
you to take order mih tt servant of mine, Hierome 
Colas,, a f\MDohiiiw iwDcn, and ^joBNliicted to«erve for 
certain years by my late loivl ^sotd liHffiha.md^ as dull 
tifffmsBt hf kali ivdeoited, to teaieh my Midvea the 
FopcidA tengue ; of Ate wHfik yeacs two iieoiaia to 
cisac, 3mA he is depaated i&onL tny faimse, mdioiiit 
iioeB0e;, to <tjfte coint, where I dcwbt Aot he wiU be- 
come servant to some (other, if iie be Aot pvevoEoted. 
In eonsideratiom whereof, I firay yoo, good master 
seordiaiay , in take suoh order vdik him as he may be 
mnpsilod to iwinm to me, as eqiuity ^mi justioe 
vnscild. And, if it dball lie hi oae to do fwa i&e like 
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stead, you shall be assured at all times. So fare you 

most heartily well. 

From Subberton, the 24th day of September, 1651. 

Your loving and assured friend, 

Jane Southampton, 
To the Right Honourable and my 
assured friend Sir William Petre, 
Knight, one of the King's Bfajesty's 
Principal Secretaries. 



LETTER CXIX, 
Princess Mary to King Edward VL a.d. 1651. 

[cotton. MS., TITOS^ B. II., FOL. 147.] 

%* In the spring of 1551, the Princess Mary, paid a Yisit to her 
brother, when he expressed himself in terms of kind conciliation in 
reference to the persecutions she had recently suffered for religion. 
It seems to be in allusion to this, and to her unflinching firmneas in 
adhering to her faith, that the following letter was written. 



My most excellent and noble prince^ and my most 
benign and good brother, 

I do most humbly thank you for your great good- 
ness, favour, and liberality, which, as well by your 
majesty^s own letters as by the report and declaration 
of your counsellors, the lord great master^ the lord 
privy seal, and your grace'^s secretary, I perceive it 
hath pleased you to determine towards me. Where- 
unto I have no more to answer, but that I shall ever 
remain your majesty^s most humble sister and servant, 
according to such letters as I have written to your 
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highness, and to such advertisement as I have given 
unto your grace by your said counsellors ; which is 
correspondent and agreeable to my first mind and 
answer, made at the first opening of the matter unto 
me. From the which, as I neither have varied from 
the beginning, nor will vary hereafter, so, if any man 
have said the contrary, I assure your grace that he 
hath done it without my consent or commission. 

Thus I beseech our Lord to send your majesty long 
life, with good health and perpetual felicity. 

Prom Richmond, the 16th of July [1551]. 

Your majesty's humble sister and servant. 



A few weeks afterwards, the privy council issued the following 
mandate, dated August 9tfa, 1551,* which was equally disregarded. 
■*' The lords did call to consideration how many sundry ways the 
king's majesty hath travailed with his highness' sister, the Lady 
Mary, for to have reduced her to conformity in religion and 
divine service, established by his majesty's laws and acts of par- 
liament—And considering also that the long suffering of her and 
her family to do as they have done, sithens the making of the 
said statute, hath been, and yet is a great occasion of diversity 
of opinions, strife, and controversy in this realm, and remembering 
withal how much the king's majejEtty's honour might be touched, 
if this matter were not provided for — have, with one accord, 
resolved that the head officers of the Lady Maiys house should 
be sent for, and charged that from henceforth they shall not per- 
mit nor suffer any other divine service to be done, or used within 
the said Lady Mary's house than is set forth by the laws of this 
realm — And they shall also farther, on his majesty's behalf^ straitly 
charge and command all the sud lady Mary's chaplains not to 
presume from henceforth to say any mass or other divine service 
than is appointed by the laws of this realm — and likewise to com- 
mand the rest of her grace's servants not to presume to be 
'present to hear any such mass, &c. — upon pain of his majesty's 
indignation, and for that to be punished according to the laws. 

» Harleian MS. 352, fol. 182 6. 



2i8 j«srraats 4qf witjol and 



«ffiMH{y letters shall be sent to the said lady Mai^ from the 
Idng^ majesty^ loj Which his majesty'is pleasure 4AiaIl be s^gnffied 
!ilaD tolMr far«fln dbnrmfioHvf ISaB-svier.*' 



LETTJIK €XX. 
Princess Martf to the Privy Council, a.d. 1552. 

[DOMSSTIC XBOOBSSy TBUf. 1E0W. TI., MO. 477. "SnLTB VAVKS OVFICB. 

My lords, 

I bave received your gentle letters of I3re 25 A of 
^ovenibfii:;, and by the same do understand the kiag^s 
ttftjesty'is }deasiise tonohiag sodh waas <of »»ey as I 
lave this year disbursed and allowed, for reparatiooas 
done upon certain manors and houses^ vMck I luune, 
i>ylei^}0»pa?tentofliisfa%bne8s; most dumbly l^asft- 
ing the same, for tliat it is his majesty^s pleasure to 
did^iia*den me of the same. I doitiso in the Ii]§e3m»- 
iser thank Ins highness that it liath pleased ham to 
win you to give me knowlec|ge of the proeee£ngB 
between the €BB^eror and the Erenoh ktag^^thtodiar 
occurrences in foreign parts ; beseedmig Ahnxghty 
God that aQ may in the end redound to Ids ^^ry .and 
the qfuietness of all Cfasistciidioin, iwUshnB liiBe ihe 
ratlier to ^nsue ty this overflirow of flie Turk\s power. 
I may ^not forget my lords, to gi^ you my hearty lihaBkB 
-for j0or 'gentleness dbewed in moving the kmg^im^ 
jesty, touching my ^shai^ges. Thns, with my hearty 



ftdftiliifiB ijo ysm M, I comtBit ym to i^e taati(m 
^f Almf^y €M. fVcm ^Bewdieo, 'Hbe Srd of 

¥«fir4MBnnifl^E»Bd to my flower. 

To {he Lords of the King's 
Myesty's Coi2n<uL 



LETTER CXXI. 
Princess Mary to King Edward VI, a.d. 1^B2. 

[dombstic beoobds, tbup. sdw. vi., no. 476. stats papsb office. 
Holograph.] 

My duty most hmnbly remembered to your majesty. 
Itanay pleaee the «ame to be adv^ertised, that I hs?e 
received your highness^ most honourable letters, 
acknowledging myself not a .little bound unto your 
migefity, that it would please the same to wish me 
better health than I hsp^e been accustomed toiiav®, 
which was not a little to my comfort. 

And where your majesty's |)leasure and desire is to 
hove of ine^ in exfAnmge for <<^er hmds, the nssfner of 
St. Osyths, Little and Great Glaston, and Wylleiheg, 
wfdi their 'appuxtenances, it may please your nmjesty 
to understand, that, altfaough simdiy of those man^irs, 
wittdb I have by parent '^ your higlmess^ be not most 
nmxsamdimiB nor prd&table, yet Mi I never tUnk to 
treitble your majesty ^er yom- coiascK for Jthe^oUaiaitte 
rf %0t/ter, ^wr ijo leave tuay of Ufaen. Howboitj bcfw 
knewiiig ycrra: oajosty's fxbaswe for 4ke tsM sianors. 
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I shall most humbly, with my whole heart and will» 
obey^ and satisfy your highness^ pleasure and desire in 
that behalf; as she which both hath and shall always 
be ready to serve your n[iajesty to my possible power, 
as my most bounden duty is, and therewithal pray 
daily to Almighty God to preserve your most royal 
estate in honour and virtue long to prosper. From 
Beaulieu, the 3rd of December. 

Your majesty's most humble sister. 

Mart. 

To the King's most 
Excellent Majesty. 



LETTER CXXIL 
Elizabeth^ Jjxdy Cromwell^ to Sir Wm. Cecil, a.d. 1662. 

[dOHBSTIC records^ temp. BDW. VI., NO. 442. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

OriginaUl 

*^* The abbey of Launde was bestowed on Gregory and EUzabeth 
Cromwell by Henry YIII. in February, 1541," and after the death 
of the hasband in 1551, it was the principal residence of his widow. 
The nieces who are mentioned in the following letter were four 
of the six daughters of the disgraced Protector Somerset, who were 
committed by the Privy Council to the guardianship of their aunt. 



After the due mantier of my most hearty com- 
mendations unto you, good Master Cecil, I dare not 
think any linkindness that my lady, your bed-fellow, 
and you did not, according to your promise, eee the 
poor house of Launde. I ensure you it would have 
been greatly to my comfort, and I most heartily pray 
« Report. QrigimOia, 32 Hen. YIII. Addit. MS. 6365, fol. 174 b. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIEsl 261 

you, ^hen you come into these our parts again, to 
take my poor house as your own, where you shall be 
so heartily welcome as my heart can think to the 
nearest friend I have in the world. 

Your great gentleness, many ways shewed towards 
me, emboldeneth me to trouble you with these my 
letters, whereby it may please you to understand that, 
where it pleased the king's majesty and his most 
honourable council to will me to take into my tuition 
my four nieces, I thought it my duty, and the rather 
being moved by your friendly advice declared unto me 
by your gentle letters, to satisfy the counciFs honour- 
able requests and not to refuse them ; although, if I 
should have declared unto my said honourable lords 
at that time what charge and other cares I, being now 
a lone woman, am troubled with, I doubt not but it 
would have pleased them, of their honours, to have 
accepted in good part my reasonable cause to have 
refused them. Wherefore, considering with myself the 
weighty burden and care which nature bindeth me to 
be mindful of, as well for the bestowing of my own 
children, as also for such poor family as my late lord and 
husband hath left me unprovided for, enforceth me to 
require your help and advice, that hereafter, about 
Christmas next, or shortly after then, by your good 
means, my said honourable lords of the council may 
understand that, when my said nieces have accom- 
plished a full year with me, then piy trust is that they 
shall beotherwhereprovidedfor and bestowed than with 
me : trusting that there be places enough where they 
may be, better than with me ; and, as I do perceive 
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hy thMamany wa; s^ nuufa moca to«thfiir own^ssBtGOtr 
nJODWBi and pleaou^. And ^jrea a3 Iwm bold te^wrai»ft 
uoto tbe ki^^s Ug^iaaBa^ most honoHBabla. aoiMMiil^iJtaJb 
I, being a lone womaiVy not mf^ aof of aqr kioBficdlEM 
^diflcdbiy^ I the. lathac am dttstiibaia ol frifindiy adarice 
and comiBel, bow to um. n^elf iiih tJba suIa «£ suok 
comf a&y as mm I anv earoM of^ ao^novi IaDKUk«imi. 
bold to deolace tibe same ozitayott^ biungBobaiaof 
time, eithfiff uutoicted by yote oc aay otiua^ of mj aaid. 
honouEabk lordsy, how to use, xay said nieeea ; cob^ 
dering that I hare, ki aome casflSj^thou^t gpod that 
my said niefieS: shouhl aot all vholly be their omu. 
gmidfiSy, but. vather wiUiag idieza. ta foUaw mina adviae, 
which they havo. not takaa bx suoh gpod part aam; 
good THftaning waa^ noc aecordiog to ng^ expectation 
in thesu 

Trusting^ therefore,, so much in your ux>zahif , that, 
you, will so tender my aforesaid desice,. as. tha aame 
may sa coma to pasa that my requeafe heceia may he 
satisfied ia coavenient time,, and mthooi^ any dia- 
pleasure towards me for my good meaning. Aadtthua 
I beseech the living. God to send you ecmtiniiaL healkh. 
and much increase of honour. Froai Lamnde,. tha 
25th of October, 1652. 

Yours always assured to her pawea:^ 

Eu^^BfiTB. GSQMWBUU 

To the Bight Hoaonrable Sis Williaia 
CdciT, Knight, one of the king^ 
iugfanflsi^ ^Tvry nxncSy 

6ivel 
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LETXBaCXXIIL 

jnimegss-Blfrnkift^o tke JDitke ofliinilhimderlanetl 

[lexi lOffA DL BUSABBXi^y TOL. I., P. 206. Ikdiatul 

Xjr sbter md I wcse^ mmd dagm a^^^ apprisBd at 
ilm pksift: and «aJbafa liVoIi ynvr aoibifcioii for tfae^ 
nAfnskoemmxt of jmp •wft bouse* lu.s k4 jmiu: to fon^ 
in Qrder to oxcUe v» both icom tbft anccMrioa t» 
the crowii* Wq- ip«*e myl, howtnrai^ wilKi^ to gmt 
omi^. to these r^vJts;; heeajumw^^oadd no* eoaodm" 
that a gentleman of your merit, of whaokws^hdd stk- 
gpak am i^iakai,: and wk^ evijimdy. lABen jqkl took 
tfaei»iaft<a£gQvenimeBtQf thifthiiigdoin, mohardfiiir 
and zflil m tlia defiuacQ of lam and justioe,, wtm 
cifMiUd of doiaip (me of the mest ssandaloua Mt» o£ 
in^nstkn^— tfaftt of indiwkig and eren foxving* nm 
ii»i0O6Kk>k]og, iriieir in the languor of bodily infirmity, 
to smdnde, un&r foolisk auspicioDs: and iU-fimnded: 
pMteaets, by a aui'g e pi i ti p iis^ and Tiolent mli^ tfaft 
lawfud heiKS of the evowii — tiiose \Ao have been so 
reaegniaed by will*' and b^^ a legitiiziate aot of opm 
paBrUamink 

No«r^ whf da us this iagusiiee ! is^ it io> call to idb» 
iahentaaoe of the eifoym p«rso«8 more mnaiely 
aUkd^ of other bloody and other lame, vmrAf 
beaanse thej ave your relatieae ! Is this the &ir 
renown that the king our dear brother and sevmoeignr 
• That of Henry VIII. 
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lord, will, through your mad passion, leave behind, 
if Ood should take him from us ! Is this the mighty 
honour your lordship will gain — ^to make use of your 
present power, only to exclude from the succession 
the rightful daughters of king Henry our father, and 
the sisters on the father's side of king Edward, to 
bring in the daughters of the duke of Suffolk, who 
has had no other claim than that of having married 
one of our aunts ! Is this the illustrious glory that 
you are to acquire among foreign nations, when they 
shall know that, by your passion and ambition, are 
violated and broken the most sacred laws of this 
kingdom and the legitimate rights of the succession 
to the throne ! 

However, we console ourselves in the hope, that 
that heaven which is adverse to wrongs done upon 
earth, will restore (health to our royal brother^ and 
give him time to discover that he has been over- 
reached and ill-counselled ; and to your lordship time 
for repentance for your machinations against the 
glory of the king, the tranquillity of the kingdom, 
the laws of the state, the rights of the crown, and tmr 
individual interests. But if God wills otherwise, we 
hope that He, the guardian of justice,' will take in hand 
our cause, so trampled upon by your lordship ; and 
that the parliament and the judges, who are the 
defenders of the laws and of the crown, will draw us 
out of that oppression into which your ambitiou has 
cast us, I remain, meanwhile, in that state in which 
Tou have placed me^ 

Elizabrth. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

Grace, Countess of Shrewsbury^ to the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
A.D.1553. 

[TALBOT fAPSBS, voi«. p*, VOL. 223. COLLKOE 0^ Mxu.%. OriffinaLj 

•«* The Countess Grace was the daughter of Kobert Shakerly, 
Esq., of Longsdoii, Derbyshire, and the second wife of Francis, fifth 
earl of Shrewsbury. She died in August, 1558, two years before the 
decease of her husband, by whom she had no children. 

The earl of Shrewsbury was, in the first year of Queen Mary's 
reign, appointed president of the oouneil in the nortfaw 



After my most hearty commendations unto your 
good lordship; the same shall be advertised that, 
yesternight, as the queen's majesty came from even- 
song, which was sung m the chapel by all the singing- 
men of the same, with playing of the organs of the 
solemnest manner, her highness called me unto her,, 
and asked me when your lordship rode towards the 
north ; and, when I had told her grace, she held up 
her hands, and besought God to send you good 
health, and soon to see you again ; and also prayed 
God to send you good success in her affairs in that 
country, with many other good and comfortable- 
words towards your lordship, too long here to write, 
whereby I perceive her highness to be somewhat 
doubtful of the quietness of that country. Wherefore 
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good my lord, let her highness 'have a letter from 
you, as soon as you come to York, of the state of 
the countries thereabouts, and how they take her 
grace's new service, wherewith her highness much 
rejoices to heiar her subjects well pleased. 

And, after that, by reason the warrant for your 
commission for the presidentship was not signed, I 
moved her grace for it ; and she were sorry it was so 
[long] delayed ; and straightway commanded my lord 
of Arundel [to send] to my lord chancellor for it, 
and so signed it straightway. 

Her highness were so much my good lady, that 
(she) commanded me whatever I lacked I should be 
bold to come to her grace ; for she would be my 
husband unto your lordship returned again. My 
lord, you shall understand that ray lord of Arundel 
showed himself very friendly unto me, and hath been 
with me divers times, and asks me what I lack, very 
gently. Other news here is not g,s yet, but that my 
lord Courtnay this day shall be created earl of 
Devonshire ; and what other things shall chance here, 
worthy advertisement, your lordship shall be sure to 
hear from me from time to time, by the grace of our 
Lord, who send you long good health. 

From Richmond, this 3rd day of September, 1553. 

Your lordship's loving wife, 

G. Shuewsburt. 
To my Lord. 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Gracey Countess of Shreiosbury^ to the Earl her husband. 

[TALBOT PAPEBS^ VOL. 0., FOL. 1. COLLEGE OF ARMS. OngVOaL'] 

My lord, 

After my most hearty and humble commendations 
unto your good lordship, you shall understand that I 
have received yours by Bateman, wherein I perceive 
that your lordship is in health, thanks be unto Ood, 
and were welcome to the court, both to the king^s 
majesty and the council. Also, I perceive that your 
lordship intendeth to have the next sitting at York, 
and that I shall send up Bradshaw to you, to whom I 
pray you give credit, for he can inform you more 
than I have written. Also, I pray you that I may 
have word where I shall have venison against the 
sitting, if you come not home before that time. 

Also, the building at Sheffield Lodge goeth well 
forward. My lord Talbot and my lady* be both in 
health, and came with me to York, and there 
remained with me a se'nnight. Also, my lord of 
Cumberland** hath sent me word by Elstoft, his 
servant, that he will be with me this next week, for 
he would fain speak with me. And, for the matter 
concerning Francis Gayle and my niece, I pray you 

* (George, afterwards sixth earl of Shrewsbury, and Lady Gertrude 
Manners, his first wife. 

^ Henry Clifford, who, about the year 1651, had married Anne, 
daughter of Lord Dacres, and niece of the earl of Shrewsbury. See 
letter of Lord Dacres to the earl of Shrewsbury, Lambeth MS. 695, 
fol. C.31. 
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take no more pains therein, for old Mr. Gayle saith 

that he hath charged his son upon his blessing to 

make no further suit, neither to her nor to none of 

her friends, seeing they make it so strange. 

Also, my lord, I pray you to bring me a piece of 

cloth at your coming down, to make pillow-covers.* 

And thus I bid your lordship most heartily farewell, 

with much honour and long health. From York, this 

15 th day of June. 

By your loving and obedient wife, 

G. Shrbwsbubt. 
To xny Lord. 



LETTER CXXVI. 

Ladj/ Elizabeth Dacres to Grace^ Countess ofShrewsbury. 

[TALBOT PAPEJtS, VOL. 0., FQL. 10. CQUbEQB QF ABM8. Or^tfio/.] 

%"*" A letter from Lady Elizabeih Dacres, daughter of Geoife, 
foiurth earl, and Bister of Francis, fifth earl of Shrewsbury, has 
been previously given. The Talbot Papers contain, besides the two 
following, a third, dated November 3rd, 1555, requesting her brother 
to Unoxa \mo serrants of her husband in obtaimng redjpsss far some 
grievances ; and in the Cottonian MSS. is another addressed to the 
duke of Norfolk on her becoming a widow in 1566.^ 



My very good lady and sister, 

After xny most heartiest commendations unto your 

good ladyship, with like thanks for your great pains 

taken here at Skipton with my daughter of Cumber- 

hiiid,<^ and also for your manSTold gentleness that at 

* PyllovevB in the o«jg. ^ Appendix xxk. fol. 6. 

<: Anne Dacres, wife of Henry Clifford, earl of Cumberland. 
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all times I have received at your hands. And 

whereas at your being here I did partly declare 

my mind unto you that I were at this instant very 

needful of money, thinking no less with myself than 

to. have received so much as would have served my 

turn at the hands of Mr. Blount of the rents of 

!EIkenton. Albeit I do perceive that he hath sent 

the same unto Carlisle, by one Mr. Salkwood, a 

gentleman of that country. Wherefore this shall be 

most heartily to desire your good ladyship to be a 

mean to my lord, your husband, to stand so good 

lord unto me at this present as to lend me the sum of 

107. until that time I shall come unto Carlisle, and 

then so conveniently as I come thither I shall repay 

again the same sum, at such day as it shall please my 

lord or your ladyship to appoint. I shall then not 

fail to send it unto your good ladyship. And herein 

you may shew me a great pleasure, and that I may 

account myself unto you most bound^i for the same, 

as at all times I have been no less sundry ways here 

afore time. Wherefore I pray God that I may be 

once able to recompense your great kindness. And 

herein, with my most heartiest commendations to my 

very good lord, your husband, do even so beseech 

Almighty God long to preserve your good ladyship 

in health, with much increase of honour. From 

Skipton, the 22nd of this instant month of December. 

Your very loving sister-in-law, 

EtlZABKTH DaCBE. 
To my T<f7 loving skter-in-law, 
1lfe-Conitt8iB of l^iteiWBbttiy. 
Unto heir good ktdyaiiip, giro 
this. 



272 LETTERS OF ROYAL AND 



LETTER CXXVII. 
I/idy Elizabeth Dacres to the Eqrl of Shrewsbury. 

[TALBOT PAPXBS^ VOL. 0., FOt. 14. COLLEGE OF ABMS. OriginoLj 

My very good lord and brother, 

In my most humble and hearty manner I recom- 
mend mo unto your good lordship. Pleaseth the 
same to be advertised, I have received a letter and 
ten pounds money of your servant this bearer, for 
which I most heartily thank your lordship, and shall 
not fail to pay you the same again when I am able, 
God willing, who have your good lordship in his 
blessed tuition. From Morpeth, the 29th day of 
December. 

Your loving sister, 

Elizabeth Dagre. 
To my very good lord and brother, 
my Lord Shrewsbury's good 
lordship. . 



LETTER CXXVIII. 
LadT/ Jane Grey to Queen Mary, a.d. 1553. 

[POLLINI ISTORIA ECCLESIASTICA DELLA RITOLUZION d'iNGHILTKRRA. 

P. 355. Italian,] 

*^* The document now presented to the reader is entitled by Pol- 
lini a letter from the Lady Jane Grey to Queen Mary ; but it bears 
rather the character of a statement drawn up for the queen, since it 
has no address, subscription, or signature. It contains a simple and 
circumstantial detail, in her own words, of the leading incidents in 
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the short-liyed regality of ^ Jane the queen/* The remarkable fact 
that she beUeved two attempts had been made upon her Ufe.has been 
little noticed or known. Its mention stamps additional authenticity 
on the letter, because those attempts must of course have been made 
by the Catholic party, and would neyer haye been repeated by a 
zealous Catholic like.Polliniy on any uncertain authority. Cavendish, 
a contemporary writer, gentleman usher to Cardinal Wolsey, thus 
introduces Lady Jane Grey amongst the visionary phantoms, who 
passed in review before his poetic brain. 

Then saw I a lady that tender was of age, 
Suddenly appear with an headless body ; 

The sight was strange, it abated my courage. 
To see so young a thing to chance on such folly. 
Her head to lose, that might have lived full jolly : 

By signs without words she made me to understand. 

To write her dole, that I should take in hand. 

LADY JANE GREY. 

By signs she taught me thus to write : 
As though (quoth she) why did ye me deceive. 

With feigning fantasy against all equity and right, 
The regal powers unjustly to receive. 
To serve your turns, I do right well perceive ; 

For I was your instrument to work your purpose by. 

All was but falsehood to blear withal mine eye. 

Your creeping and kneeling to me, poor innocent. 
Brought me to weaning, with your persuasions. 

That all was truth, which you untruly meant ; 
Such were your arguments, such were your reasons,. 
Made to me at sundry times and seasons. 

Your subtle dealing deceived hath both you and me,. 

Dissimulation will not serve, now may you see. 

My sorrows are treble and full of double woe. 
To remember the tragedy, and woeful case. 

That to my father, my husband, and me also 
Is happened, through folly and lack of grace ; 
It causeth the tears to run down my face. 

And to lament your misfortune and mine. 

By such blind folly to fall into ruin. 

N 2 
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FaiMveU^ madun 1 ^tunrn^M, ladgrtmother I 
iFttrawelly iii|r>8iitm ! fl!w«w«U, mj^iakend» aU ! 

Help ua wslb ymir pmyvn, onrpngrera to fturtber 
U&io Qocl Afanighiyy the Lovd «ap«nial| 
Qtet h0-t»f Ym grace will unto him «m 

!Che<8oii]aof his onaterwrthat nowtliathdead ; 

Whitth bgr te kwa hath reoaiTedmir nead^ 



Although my fault be suoh that, but for the good- 
ness and clemency of the queen, I can have no hope 
of finding pardon^ nor in cra\^ing forgiveness, having 
given ear to those who at that time appeared, not 
only to myself, but also to a great part of this realm, 
to be wise^ and now have manifested theBuselvas the 
contrary, not only to my and tbeir great detriment, 
but with the common disgrace and blame of all, they 
having with such shameful boldness made so blame- 
able and dishonourable an attempt to give to others 
that which was not tfaeifs, neither'did it become me 
to accept (wherefore rightly and justly am I ashamed 
to ask pardon for such a crime), nevertheless, I trust 
in God that as now I know and confess my want of 
prudence, f&r which I deserve heavy punishment, 
except for the very great mercy of yonr majesty, 
I can still on many grounds conceive hope of your 
infinite clemeaey, it being known that the error 
imputed W me has not been altogether caused by 
myself. Because^ although my fault may be great, 
and I confess it to be so, nevertheless I am charged 
and esteemed guilty mare than I have deserved. For 
whereas I might take upon me that of which I was 
not worthy, yet no one can ever say either that I 

* Gftyendish's Life of Wolsey, Singer's edit. vol. iL p. 156. 
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Beaght it'as my own, or that I was piessed with it or 
-erer accepted H, For when it was publicly 'reported 
that there was no more hope of the king's life, as the 
dndbess of Northumberland had before promised that 
I shoold remain in fhe house with my mother,'so she, 
Imvit^ understood this soon after from her husband, 
who was the Srat that told it to me, did not wish me 
to leave my house, saying to me that if God should 
have willed to call the king to his mercy^ of whose 
life there was no longer any hope, it would be need- 
iiil for me to go immediately to the Tower, I being 
nuide by his majesty heir of his realm. Which 
words being spoken to me thus unexpectedly, put me 
in great perturbation, and greatly disturbed my 
mind, as yet soon after they oppressed me much 
more. But I, nevertheless, making little account of 
these words, delayed not to go from my mother. So 
that the duchess of Northumberland was angry with 
me and with the duchess my mother, saying that, if 
43he had resolved to keep me in the house, she should 
have kept her s.on, my husband, near her, to whom 
43he thought I would certainly have gone, and she 
would have been free from the charge of me. And, 
in truth, I remained in her house two or three nights, 
but at length obtained leave to go to Chelsea, for my 
recreation, where soon after, being sick, I was sum- 
moned by the council, giving me to understand that 
I must go that same night to Sion, to receive that 
which had been ordered for me by the king. And 
she who brought me this news was the lady Sidney, 
my eister-in-law, the daughter of the duke of North- 
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umberland, who told me with extraordinary serious^ 
ness that it was necessary for me to go with her, 
which I did. When we arrived there, we found no 
one, but soon after came the duke of Northumber- 
land, the marquis of Northampton, the earl of 
Arundel, the earl of Huntingdon, and the earl of 
Pembroke. By which lords I was long held in con- 
versation, before they announced to me the death of 
the king, especially by the earls of Huntingdon and 
Pembroke, who, with unwonted caresses and pleasant- 
ness, did me such reverence as was not at all suitable 
to my state, kneeling down before me on the ground, 
and in many other ways making semblance of honour- 
ing me. And acknowledging me as their sovereign 
lady (so that they made me blush with infinite con- 
fusion), at length they brought to me the duchess 
Frances my mother, the duchess of Northumberland, 
and the marchioness of ^Northampton. The duke 
of Northumberland, as president of the council, 
announced the death of King Edward, shewing after- 
ward what cause we had all to rejoice for the 
virtuous and praiseworthy life that he had led, as 
also for his very good death. Furthermore, he pre- 
tended to comfort himself and the by-standers by 
praising much his prudence and goodness, for the 
very great care that he had taken of his kingdom at 
the very close of his life, [^having prayed God to 
defend it from the Popish faith and to deliver it 
from the rule of his evil sisters. He then said that 
his majesty had well weighed an act of parliament, 
wherein it was already resolved that whoever should 
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acknowledge the most serene Mary, that is your most 
serene majesty, or. the lady Elizabeth, and receive 
them as true heirs of the crown of England, these 
should be held all for traitors, one of them having 
formerly been disobedient to her father, Henry the 
8th, and also to himself, concerning the truth of 
religion, and afterwards also capital enemies of the 
Word of God, and both bastards. Wherefore in no 
manner did he wish that they should be heirs of him 
and of that crown, he being able in every way to 
disinherit them. And therefore, before his death, he 
gave order to the council that, for the honour they 
owed to him, and for the love they bare to the 
realm, and for the affection that was due to their 
country, they should obey this his last will. The 
duke then added that I was the heir named by his 
majesty to succeed to the crown, and that my sisters 
should likewise succeed me in case of my default of 
issue. At which words all the lords of the council 
kneeled down before me, telling me that they ren- 
dered to me the honour that was due to my person, 
I being, of true and direct lineage, heir to that 
crown, and that it became them in the best manner 
to observe that which, with deliberate mind, they 
had promised to the king, even to shed their blood, 
exposing their own lives to death. Which things, as 
soon as I had heard, with infinite grief of mind, how 
I was beside myself stupified and troubled, I will 
leave it to those lords who were present to testify, 
who saw me, overcome by sudden and unexpected 
grief, fall on the ground, weeping very bitterly ; and 
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then, declaring to them my insoffioiesioy, I greatly 
bewailed myself fen- the death of so noble a prince, 
and at the same timettimed myself to God, humbly 
praying and beseedmig him, that if what was given 
to me was Tightly and lawfolly mine, his Divine 
Majesty would grant me suoh grace and spirit that I 
might govern it to his gloiy and service, and to the 
advantage of this reahn. 

On the day following (as is known to every one) 
I was conducted to the Tower, and shortly after^ 
wards were presented to me by the marquis of 
Winchester, lord high Inreasurer^ the jewels, with 
which he also brought me the crown, although it had 
never been demanded from him by me or by any one 
in my name ; and he further wished me to put it on 
my head, to try whether it really became me well or 
no. The which, although with many excuses, I refused 
to do, he nevertheless added that I might take it 
without fear, and that another also should be made to 
crown my husband with me. Which thing I, for my 
part, heaord.^truly with a trouUed mind, and with ill 
will, even with infinite grief and displeasure of heart. 
And, after the said lord -was gone, and I was reasoning 
of many things with my husband, he assented that if 
he were to be made king, he would be made so by me, 
by act of parliament. But afterwards I sent for the 
earls of Arundel and Pcrmbxroke, 'and said to them 
that, if the crown belonged to me, I should be content 
to make my husband a duke, but would never consent 
to make him kii^. Which resolution of mine gav^e 
his mother (this my opinion being related to her) 
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great ctrase for anger and disdain, bo that she, being 
very angry with. me and greatly diepleasedl, persuaded 
her son not to sleep with me any ionB»r aa he was 
wont to do, affinning to me moreover that he did not 
wish in any wise to be a duke but a king. So that I 
was constrained to send to him the earls of Arundel 
and Pembroke, who had negociated with him to come, 
from me, otherwise I knew that the next morning he 
would have gone to Sion. 

And thus in truth was I deceived by the duke and the 
council, and ill treated by my husband and his mother. 
Moreover (as Sir John Gates has confessed) he (the 
duke) was the first to persuade king Edward to make 
me his heir. As to the rest, for my part, I know not 
what the council may have determined to do, but I 
know for certain that, twice during this time, poison 
was given to me, first in the house of the duchess of 
Northumberland, and afterwards here in the Tower, 
as I have the best and most certain testimony, besides 
that since that time all my hair has fallen off. And 
all these things I have wished to say for the witness 
of my innocence and the disburdening of my 
conscience. 



LETTER CXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to Lady Knollys. a.d. 1553. 

[LAN8D0VNE MS., 110. 94, ART. 10.] 

%* Lady KnoUys was cousin to the Princess Elizabeth, being the 
daughter of Anne Boleyn's elder sister Mary, by her first husband, 
William Carey. He and his wife, being adherents of the Protestant 
faith, were compelled to fly from the Marian persecution, and it was 
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on that occasion that the following letter was written. It is curious, 
as affording the earliest specimen of the peculiarly abrupt, senten- 
tious, and elaborated style of composition in which Elizabeth after- 
wards greatly delighted. Lady KnoUys was afterwards a personal 
friend and attenduit of Elizabeth when queen. 



Relieve your sorrow for your far journey with joy 

of your short return, and think this pilgrimage 

rather a proof of your friends, than a leaving of your 

country. The length of time, and distance of place, 

separates not the love of friends, nor deprives not 

the shew of good-Avill. An old saying, when bale is 

lowest boot is nearest : when your need shall be most 

you shall find my friendship greatest. Let otliers 

promise, and I will do^ in words not more, in deeds 

as much. My power but small, my love as great as 

them whose gifts may tell their friendship'^s tale, let 

will supply all other want, and oft sending take the 

lieu of often sights. Your messengers shall not 

return empty, nor yet your desires unaccomplished. 

Lethe's flood hath here no course, good memory 

hath greatest stream. And, to conclude, a word 

that hardly I can say, I am driven by need to write, 

farewell, it is which in the sense one way I wish, the 

other way I grieve. 

Your loving cousin and ready friend, 

Cor rotto. 
Endorsed—" 1553, 

Copy of a letter written 

by the Lady Elizabeth's 

grace, 

To the Lady Knollys." 
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LETTER CXXX. 

Mary Queen of Scots to Queen Mary of England. 
A.D. 1554. 

[SCOTTISH ROYAL LETTEBS, VOL. I. ART. 86. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph.l 

%* The present letter is the earliest autograph of Mary queen 
of Scots known to be in existence, and is several years antecedent 
in date to any letter hitherto published ; the first, in Prince Laba- 
nofTs inestimable collection, being written in 1558 or 1559. The 
handwriting is childish but regular ; lines were ruled in the ori- 
ginal, by a slight indentation of the paper — ^the ''Marie/' which 
bears a strong resemblance to her well-known signature in later days, 
being guided by lines both at the top and bottom. Afao-simik is 
appended to the present volume. 



Madam, my good sister. 

Since the Sieur d'^Oysel, the king'^s lieutenant in 
Scotland, is returning, I have requested him, in pass- 
ing through your kingdom, to visit you from me, and 
thank you, as I do most affectionately, for the kindly 
friendship of which you give me assurance in your 
last letter, and to tell you that for my part I have 
determined to correspond to it so sincerely that, if it 
please God, there shall be a perpetual remembrance 
that there were two queens in this island at the same 
time, as united in inviolate friendship as they are in 
blood and near lineage. About which, and about all 
which he will give you to understand from me, I pray 
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you, madam, my good eLster, to believe him just as 

you would the very person of 

Your good sister and cousin, 

Marie. 
To madam, my good sister, 
the Queen of England. 
Endorsed — ^ The^yonng Scottish queen to 
the queen's majesty.'' 



LETTER CXXXI. 
Qtieen Mary to Lard Cliandos. a.d. 1554. 

[OonON. HS., dXaPATRA, B. T., VOL. 380.] 

•«* The cfaaraeter of *< bloody Qneoi Mary," as she has so long 
been designated, has been the subject of mudi diq[>ute and misre- 
presentation. Protestant zeal in the reign of Elizabeth heaped upon 
her every epithet of opprobrium, and represented her as alike hideous 
in nund and person ; while the latitudinarian charity of modem days, 
anxious to do justice to one so greatly wronged, has represetnted her 
SB all that is mild and noble, generous and higbjmnded. The truth 
seems to lie between the two. Mary's natural disposition was firm 
but amiable, and the sorrows of her early life had exercised a soften- 
lag infineDce over it ; but such was the fearful influence of the £udi 
which she professed, and to which she conscientioosly adhered, that it 
urged her on to deeds of cruelty and blood, from which a woman's 
heart m%ht well hare riirunk. During her brief reign, 277 persons, 
indnding fiye bishops, suffered martyriom, and nearly as many died in 
prison through hunger and other cruelties.^ 

The Harleian MS., 424, contains a doggerel poem in 33 stanzas^ ad- 
dressed by a Protestant to Queen Mary, on the Isfr of October 1553, 
commenciBg, *' lonesome rose, most redokot," and containing in 
the first few stanzas soma complimentary allusions, but soon diverging 
to the main business of the poem, which is an earnest remonstrance 
«gKinBt:ter»tantion of popish idoUtry. 

• Hatleian BliseeUany, vol. L p. 212. 
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O noble ^yaeen^ t&ke beed, take heed. 

Beware your own intent ; 
Look ere you leap^ then shall you speed, 

ForbtmOe maketh many dk§ai (lost). 

• • • 

What great presumption doth appear, 

Thus^ in a week or twain, 
To work mere shame than in 7 year 

Can be redressed again. 

• • • 

That miserable masking mass, 

Whieh all good men doth hate, 
Is now by you brought in again. 

The root of all debate. 

Poor ministers that loveth God*s word, 

They feel this bitter rod ; 
Who are robbed from houseand goods, 

As though there were no God. 

• • • • 

Hath God thus high exalted you, 

And set you m a crown i 
That you should prison and deface 
His flock that maketh moan 1 

The Lord, who doth his flock defend, 

As the apple of an eye, 
Of these will quickly make an end — 

And banish cruelty. 

Therefore, my counsel if you take, 

And think thereof no fxsoni. 
You shall find it the best counsel. 

You had since you were bom. 

These miserable rhymes contain the exposition of the sentiments 
ef the greater part of Mary's subjects ; but Vhich, in her zeal, she 
little regarded. 

The following is the raandate for the ezeention of the Protestent 
Bishop Hooper, which took place on the second of February, 1554. 



Whereas John Hooper, who of late was called 
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Bishop of Worcester and Gloucester, is, by due 
order of the laws ecclesiastic^ condemned and judged 
for a most obstinate, false, detestable heretic, and 
committed to our secular power, to be burned accord- 
ing to the wholesome and good laws of our realm in 
that case provided : forasmuch as in those cities and 
the diocese thereof, he hath in times past preached 
and taught most pestilent heresies and doctrine to 
our subjects there. We have, therefore, given order, 
that the said Hooper, who yet persisteth obstinate, 
and hath refused mercy, when it was graciously 
offered, shall be put to execution in the said city 
of Gloucester, for the example and terror of others, 
such as he hath there seduced and mistaught, and 
because he hath done most harm there ; and will that 
you, calling unto you some of reputation, dwelling in 
the shire, (such as you think best) shall repair unto 
our said city, and be at the said execution, assisting 
our mayor and sheriffs of the same city, in this 
behalf. 

&;j^ And forasmuch also as the said Hooper is, as 
heretics be, a vain-glorious person, and. delighteth 
in his tongue, and, having liberty, may use his said 
tongue to persuade such as he hath seduced to per- 
sist in the miserable opinion that he hath sown 
amongst them ; our pleasure is, therefore, and we 
require you to take order that the said Hooper be, 
neither at the time of his execution nor in going to 
the place thereof, suffered to speak at large, but 
thither to be led, quietly and in silence, for eschewing 
of further infection, and such inconvenience as may 
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otherwise ensue in this part. Whereof fail you 
not^ as you tender our pleasure. 

Endorsed — 

<< A true copy of an old paper 
in my custody, which seems to be 
the first draught of a letter 
from the queen to the lord 
Chandos, &c.,' who went to see 
execution done on Bishop Hooper. 

Thom. Tanner." 



LETTER CXXXII. . 

Queen Mary I. to Sir Hugh Pollard and others. 
A.D. 1554. 

(domestic KECORDS, TBMP. MARY I., NO. 19. STATE PAPER OFFICE, 

Original,] 

*«• The repugnance of the English nation in general to the 
alliance of their queen with a foreigner and a Catholic is strongly 
proved by the two following letters. 



By the Queen. 
Mary, the Queen, 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
where certain lewd and ill-disposed persons, minding 
to set forth their devilish seditious purposes, some to 
the hinderance of the true Catholic religion and divine 
service, now by the goodness of God restored within 
this our realm, other of a traitorous conspiracy against 
our person and state royal, have of late, and still do, 
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malioiouslj puUish many false nimours of the coming 
of the high and mighty prince, our dearest couon the 
prince of Spain, and others of that nation into this 
our realm : albeit we nothing doubt but all our good 
loving subjects of the honest sort have that affiance 
of us, that we neither have nor will, during our life, 
agree to any thing that may be to the hinderanoe 
or prejudice of the ancient liberties, freedoms, and 
conunonwealth of this our realm and subjects : yet, to 
satisfy such as, through the crafty malice of other, be 
perchance abused with this thing, we have caused 
the very true effect of the articles of the treaty, lately 
concluded, to be delivered to sundry persons of credit, 
to be by them published in sundry parts of our realm : 
wherewith, as we do right well know, the great part 
of our subjects be (as they have good cause) right 
well satisfied ; so being credibly informed that the 
great number of our good subjects of that our county 
of Devon have shewed themsdives well willing to obey 
and serve us, notwithstancUng some lewd practices 
of late unnaturally attempted, and many false and 
untrue reports spread among them ; we have thought 
good to signify unto you by these our letters that we 
take and accept the same in very thankful part, awl 
shall not fail to have it in our good remembrance. 
Which our good determination towards them our 
pleasure is you shall cause to be published unto them, 
so as the good, being thereby the better comforted to 
continue in their duties of allegiance, .may take the 
bett^ heed» and beware of the authors of these or 
any sueh like false bruits and rumours ; whereby as 
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they shall best provide for their own sureties, quiet, 
and presenratioQ) so shall we not fail to see tbem 
succoured and provided for, and be glad to show onr- 
self their good and gracious lady as often a0 any 
occasion may serve. 

Given under our signet at our manor of St. James, 
the 22nd of January, the first year of our reign. 

To onr trnsty and weU-beloved, Sir 
Hugh PoUard, Sir John St. Leger, 
Sir Richard Edgcombe, and Sir 
John Fnlford, Knights ; and to 
ereiyofthem. 



LETTER CXXXIII. 
Queen Mary to the Nobility <^ England, a.d. 1554. 

[TAVNE& MS., NO. 90, FOL. 196. BODLEIAN UBRA.RT. Original^] 

Bt THS QuEBlf. 

Mary, the Queen, 

Right trusty and well-beloved, wo greet you well. 
And where the Duke of Suffolk, and hia tMrethreo, 
with divers other persons, forgetting their truth and 
duty of allegiance which they owe to God and us, 
and also the great mercy which the said duke hath 
lately received of us, be, as we are surely informed, 
revolted, and maliciously conspired together to stir 
our people and subjects most unnaturally to rebel 
against us and the laws lately made by authority kA 
parliament for the restitution of the true Catholic 
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Christian religion ; making their only pretence never- 
thelesa (though falsely) to let the coming in of the 
prince of Spain and his train, spreading most false 
rumours that the said prince and the Spaniards 
intend to conquer this our realm, whereas his said 
coming is for the great honour and surety of us and 
our said realm, as we doubt not God will in the end 
make a most plain demonstration to the comfort of 
all our good subjects. Therefore, trusting in your 
fidelity, valiantness, and noble courage, to serve us 
and our said realm against the said traitors and 
rebels, we require you, immediately upon the sight 
hereof, to put yourself in order to repress the same, 
with all the power, puissance, and force you can pos- 
sibly make of horsemen and footmen, as well of your 
own servants, tenants, and friends, as others under 
your rule. To the levying, raising, and leading of 
which force we give you full power and authority by 
these present. Willing you further to have a vigilant 
eye to all such as spread those false rumours^ and 
them to apprehend and commit to ward, to be ordered 
as the law requireth. And to the intent our good 
subjects shall fully understand upon how false a 
ground the said traitors build, and how honourably 
we have concluded to marry with the said prince, we 
send unto you the articles of our said convention of 
maiTiage. Wherefore, right trusty and well-beloved, 
as you be a noble man, and bear good heart to us 
your liege lady and country, now acquit yourself ac- 
cording to your bounden duty which you owe to God 
and us. And we shall consider the same, God 
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willing, as shall be to the good comfort of you and 
yours. 

Given under oursignet^ at our manor of St. James, 
the 27th of January, the first year of our reign. 



LETTER CXXXIV. 

Qt£een Mary to the Earl of Sussex. 

[cotton, us., TITUS, B. II. FOL. 123. Original,} 

Bt thb Queen. 
Mary, the queen. 

Bight trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And forasmuch as divers seditious persons traitor- 
ously conspiring together have raised a most un- 
natural and perilous rebellion against us, our laws, 
and dignity royal, tending to the utter destruction of 
this our realm, if speedy remedy be not provided : 
We do therefore charge and require you, as you tender 
the surety of our person, and the preservation of this 
your native country, that, raising all the force of able 
men that you be able to make of your servants, 
tenants, friends, and others under your rules and 
offices, you do with the same, in warlike manner, 
repair towards us with all possible speed. Wherein 
the more earnest expedition you make, the more 
acceptable service shall you minister unto us. 

This matter requireth so much the more haste for 
that many of the said rebels have openly said that 
they want not, in these their detestable doings, the 

VOL. III. o 
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aid aad Buocoim of texUiki of our aacioot enemids in 
foreign parts. 

Given under our signet, at <air fial«CB of West- 
minster, tbe 30th of January, the .firat year of our 
reign. 

To our right trusty and right 
well-heloyed cousin and 
councillor, the EarLofSvsaex, 



LETTER GXXXV. 

Queen Mary I, to King Philip, 

[cotton. MS. VESPASIAN, FOL. HI, ART. 24 B. 1 9. Holography Freneh.l 

*«* The morbid sensibility of Queen Mary's temperament led her 
to regard her husband, Philip of Spain, with a degree of tenderness 
which he ill repaid. Her instructions to the lord privy seal, Edward, 
Earl of Derby, when he went over to negotiate the marriage, were 
^-.<< First, to tell the king the whole state of the realm, with all 
things appertaining to the same, as much as you know to be true. 

" Second, to obey his commandment in all things. 

*' Thirdly, in all things he shall ask your advice, to declare the 
same, as becometh a faithful counsellor to do." * 

The present letter fully bears out the spirit of the directions. The 
queen's assurances to her betrothed of the welcome he will meet in 
England are very inconsistent with the tenor of the three preceding 
letters. 



Sir, my good and constant Ally, 

Knowing that the aml»iBBador of the.emparar, my 
lord and good father, resident at my court, was des- 
patching the bearer hereof to yonr highnais^. althoiigb 
• GottOD MS. Taip. r. SI, art tL SMogn^lL 
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you have not privately written to me since our alliance 
has been negotiated, so it is that, feeling myself so 
much obliged bythe -Rncere-iEind true affection which 
you bear me, which jou have as much confirmed by 
deeds, as by the letters written to the said ambassa- 
dor and by the negotiation which the Sieur d'Egmont 
and others^ and the ambassador of my said lord have 
managed, I could not omit signifying to you my 
good wishes and duty which I have ever to communi- 
cate with you ; and I thank you very humbly for so 
many good offices, and apprise you at the same time 
that the parliament, which represents the estates of 
my kingdom, has heard the articles of our marriage 
without opposition^ inasmuch as they find the con- 
ditions thereof honourable, advantageous, and more 
than reasonable, which puts me in entire confidence, 
that your coming hither will be certain and agreeable. 

And, hoping shortly to supply the remainder ver- 
bally, 1 will make an end at present, praying the 
Creator to grant you, my good and constant Ally, to 
make your journey hither in prosperity and health, 
commending myself very affectionately and humbly to 
jour highness. 

At London, 20th April. 

Your entirely assured and most obliged Ally, 

Mary. 



292 LETTERS OF ROTAL AND 

LETTER CXXXVI. 

Queen Mary L to the Justices of Norfolk. a.d. 1554. 

[cotton. MS. TiTUSy B. 11. FOL. 119.* Ortffinal.} 

By the Queen. 
Mary the Queen. 
Trusty and well beloved. 

We greet you well : — And whereas we [have here- 
tofore signified our pleasure, both by our proclamation 
generally, and by our letters to many of you particu- 
larly, for the good order and stay of that our county 
of Norfolk from rebellious tumults and uproars ; and 
to have especial regard to vagabonds, and to such as 
did spread any vain prophecies, seditions, false or 
untrue rumours, and to punish them accordingly: 
We hav^, nevertheless, to our no small grief, sundry 
intelligences of divers and sundry lewd and seditious 
tales, forged and spread by certain malicious persons, 
touching the estate of our person, with many other 
vain and slanderous reports tending to the moving of 
sedition and rebellion : whose faults passing unpun- 
ished, seemeth either to be winked at, or at least, 
little considered : which is unto us very strange. 

We have, therefore, thought good eftsoons to 
require and command you to be not only more cir- 
cumspect in the good ordering of that our county, 
according to our trust conceived of you, but also to 
use all the best means and ways you can, in the diligent 
examining and searching out from man to man the 
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authors and publishers of these vain prophecies and 
untrue bruits (the very foundation of all rebellion) ; 
and, the same being found, to punish them, as the 
quality of their offence shall appear unto you to 
deserve ; whereby the malicious sort may be the more 
feared to attempt the like, and our good loving sub- 
jects live in more quiet. 

And, for our better service in this behalf, we think 
good that you divide yourselves into several parts of 
that our county, so that every of you have some part 
in charge ; whereby you may the better boidt (sift) 
out the malicious ; and yet, nevertheless, to meet often 
together for the better conferring herein. And that 
you signify your doings and the state of that shire by 
your general letters, once every month at least, to our 
privy council. And, like as we shall consider such of 
you to your advancement, whose diligence shall set 
forwards our service in this part, so shall we have good 
cause to note great negligence and fault in them that 
shall omit their duties in this behalf. 

Oiven under our signet, at our manor of Saint 
James's, the 23rd of May, the first year of our reign. 

To our trusty and well-beloved 
the Sheriff and Justices of 
Peace of our county of Nor- 
folk, and to eyery of them. 
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LETTER CXXXVIL 

Princess £Iizabeth t» King Philip, a.d. 1554. 

[LBn ym di xLiSABBiTAy VOL. I. p. 285. Z/u/ias.] 

%♦ The following letters were written by Elizabetfa, on her deli- 
verance from imprisonment in the Tower^ to which the jealousy of 
her sistev's counail had ocmai^iied her^ oa suspicion of her^aharing 
in Wyat's rebellion. 

Sire, 

I have been fully informed, and am well persuaded 
of yottr generous exertions on my behalf^ to lib^ate 
me from the wearisomiB woes of aa imprisonment, so 
hard and so tedioim, whieh I should have endured 
with more patience* if I had. been accused of any- 
thing, less hurtful to my feelings than that of having 
been wanting in fidelity to the queen my sister. But 
knowing myself as faithful aand. zealous in h^* service 
as I am, I cannot but feel my heart rent and torn, at 
the mere remembrance of a disgrace that could have 
made others' believe me ca^^able of even. a. sinister 
thought against the interests and glory of the queen, 
my lady. Yea, if my heart had been capable of being 
stained only by the shadow of such a thought, I 
would pluck it out with my own hands ; and this 
perfect consciousness of my innocence has rendered 
my long and painful imprisonment insupportable. 
God grant, however, that I may never accuse any but 
myself of my misfortune, nor ever cause a shadow of 
reproach to the glory or the justice of the queen, my 
lady. I being fully persuaded that she was moved 
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by mjr uniacky star to resolve on my imprisotament, 
her heart being so generous and so just^ that she 
conld not devise the thought of doing wrong to the 
least of her subjects, and still less, to her unfortunate 
sister, who never has had other thought than of 
showing her as profound obedience as does the least 
of her servants. 

I do not think that I shall offend the equity, 
clemency, and august goodness of the queen towards 
me, if I render very humble thanks to your majesty, 
in that you have had the goodness to espouse so 
generously the cause of my liberty. From a king so 
generous and so august can proceed nothing but 
favour : it is this which makes me take the liberty 
humbly to entreat you to continue to me your protec- 
tion, and to be pleased ever to consider me 

Your majesty's very humble sei:vant and subject, 

Elizabeth. 



LETTER CXXXVIII. 
The Princess Elizabeth to Queen Mary. a.d. 1554. 

[XBn VITA DI £LIZAD£TTA, TOE. I., P. 285. IttMcm,'] 

My lady the queen, 

I feel myself so obliged by the royal and benignant 
marks of favour which you gave me yesterday, and 
at the noble justice which you have^ done me to-day, 
in pleasing to be persuaded of my innocence, by 
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giving^ me my liberty, that I cannot but rejoice at a 
disgrace which made me appear blameable in your 
majesty's eyes, (innocent as were my heart, my 
wishes, and my intentions,) and I heartily bless even 
my disgrace, since it is the means of my tasting with 
more pleasure the fruits of your majesty's favour. In 
place of thanks, I supplicate you to receive the 
sincere protestation of my zeal, and of the exact and 
reverential obedience which I shall ever pay to your 
sovereign orders. I hope that to all these favours you 
will add this one— of permitting me to come person- 
ally to assure you that I am, with all possible 
devotion, 

Your majesty'^s, &c. 



LETTER C XXXIX. 

Princess Elizabeth to the Marquis of Winchester. 
A.D. 1554. 

[HABLEIAN MS. NO. 39, ART. 4, FOL. 14 B.] 

My lord, 

With my hearty commendations I do most heartily 
desire you to further the desires of my last letters, that 
thereby the health of my mind and sickness may^ be the 
rather restored ; and, as you were constrained to come 

■ In June, 1554, Elizabeth had a serious illness, from which she 
was scarcely recovered. 
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the first unto me in the entry of my troubles/ so 
would I wish yourself to be now the last that should 
freely end the same. And for this, my lord, I will 
most heartily thank you. And as you would I should 
assure myself of your lordship's goodwill and friend- 
ship, so do I evermore desire you, that of myself and 
my own things and doings, mine own words may 
stand in most credit with you and all my lords. For 
in the earth, my lord, none of my state hath been, 
and yet is more misused with them of mine own 
f^imily than myself; as knoweth God, who judgeth 
all, and whom I pray to keep you. 

At Ashridge, this 29 th day of October. 
Your assured friend, to my little power, 

Elizabeth. 

Headed '' A letter from the queen's majesty, being the lady Eliza- 
beth, to the lord treasurer." 



LETTER CXL. 

Kinff Philip and Queen Mary to Cardinal Pole* 
A.D. 1555. 

[domestic records, IEMP. mart I. NO. 132. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

, Original. 2 

*^* The following and several other similar circular letters ad- 
dressed to foreign princes, duly signed, and wanting only the date, 
still remain to bear witness to the strength of the delusion which 

» The Marquis of Winchester and the Earl of Sussex were the 
persons who had been appointed by Queen Mary to convey to Eliza- 
beth the first mandate for her imprisonment in the Tower. 
o2 
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had takttn powoapion of X^ueea Mary^ that she was aboot to become 

a^ mother, and that her mfant would prove to be a son. 



By the Queen-. 
Philip R. — Mary the Queen. 

Most reverend father* in God, our right trusty and 
right entirely beloved cousin^ we greet you well. And 
whereas it has pleased Almighty God, of his infinite 
goodness, to add unto the great number of other his 
benefits bestowed upon us the gladding of us with the 
happy delivery of a prince, for the which we do most 
humbly thank him. Knowing your affection to be 
such towards us as whatsoever shall fortunately suc- 
ceed unto us, the same cannot be but acceptable unto 
you also, we have thought good to communicate unto 
you these happy news of ours, to the intent you may 
rejoice with us, andy praying for ua, give God thanks 
for this his work accordingly. Given under our signet, 
at our honour of Hampton Court, the of 
the first and second years of ours and my lord the 
king^s reigns. 

My Lord Cardinal. 



LETTEH CXLI. 



Maryy Countess Dotoager of Northumberland^ to her 
brother the Earl of Shrewsbury, a.d. 1555. 

[TALBOT PAPERS, VOL. 0. FOL. 8. OOLLEOE OF ARMS. OrtgWahJ 

*^* There are few women, the details of whose domestic history 
render -them- more' worthy of eompassion than the writer of the 
following letter. She was the daughter of Greorge Talbot, 7th earl 
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of Shrewsbury, abd wm 'plighted by her fother, in early life, to Sir 
Henry Percy, son and heir of the earl of Northumberland. This 
match was got up at the instigation of Henry VI II. and Cardinal 
Wolsey, to counteract the passion entertained by that nobleman for 
Anne Boleyn. So unwilling was Percy to consent to the match, that 
his father withdrew him from court, and refused to permit his return 
until he should be " better learned and well acquainted with his 
wife." ■ Thus forced into the arms of her reluctant bridegroom, the 
lady Mary was very unhappy. Their only oflfspring was a still-born 
son, and they ultimately separated. In 1527, Percy became earl of 
Northumberland, but, having no object to endear existence, he 
became so reckless and extravagant in his habits as to acquire the 
surname of the Unthrifty. He heedlessly lavished away his estates, 
even those portions which were to have formed the jointure of his 
wife ; on which account her father, the earl of Shrewsbury, appealed, 
though vainly, to the king.^ Broken in constitution, and drooping in 
spirits, on account of the disgrace of his brother Thomas, who was 
beheaded in 1537 for his share in- Aske's rebellion, the earl of North- 
umberland died in the* prime of manhood at his house at Hackney, 
near London, between 2 and 3 o'clock a.m. June 30th, 1537,<^ and 
was, as a contemporary informs us, ^ little moaned.'' ^ He left all 
his estates by will to the king ; so that his countess was entii*ely un- 
provided for. On the 8th of March following, the earl of Shrewsbury 
wrote to the king, humbly entreating that his daughter might be 
allowed her dower revenues from- her husband's lands ; ^ while Sir 
John Moreton, his agent at court, was exerting powerful influence 
in her behalf with the lord chancellor, the duke of Norfolk and 
others. But a permission from the king, granted within a year 
from her husband's decease, that she might leave off her mourning 
apparel when she chose, seems to have been the only tangible result 
of these negotiations.^ 

The same year, 1538, Lady Northumberland lost her father, and 
her interests were suffered to lie dormant till she herself went to 
court to prosecute them*. The following is a detail of her interview 

* T. Alen io the earl of Shrewsbury, 24th May, 1526. Talbot 
Papers, vol. P. fol. 33. 

^ Letters to King. and Council, vol. v. art. 69. State Paper Oflfice. 

c Interment Book, I.' xv. fol. 149. College of Arms. 

^ J. Husee to Lord' Lisle, July 2nd, 1537. Lisle Papers, vol. iv. 
fol. 77. 

^ Letters to King and Council, vol. v. art. 68. 

' Moretoa to the earl of Shrewsbury^ Talbot Papers^ vol. a, 
art. 63. 
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with Henr/ YIII. in 1542. It occurs in a letter from Robert Swift 
to Francis, earl of Shrewsbury, her brother. 

** Pleaseth your lordship to be advertised that of Monday, 
the 15th day of May, my lady of Northumberland exhibited her 
bill unto the king's majesty at his grace's coming to Greenwich, 
with these words, * I beseech your majesty be good and gracious 
lord unto me, being a poor widow, and wife (to the late earl of 
Northumberland, which hath not had, nor yet hath any living of 
such lands as were my late husband's — ^wherefore I beseech your 
majesty, of your most abundant goodness, to tender this my humble 
service coDtained in my bill ;' who heard her ladyship very gentl}', 
and, after the said words spoken, his grace bowed down upon his 
staff UQto her, and said, ' Madam, how can your ladyship desire any 
living of your husband's lands, seeing your father gave no money 
to your husband in marriage with your Udyship, or what think you 
that I should do herein V and she answered, * What shall please 
your grace.' He answered again and said, * Madam, I marvel greatly 
that my lord your father, being so great a wise man as he was, 
would see no direction taken in this matter in his time;howbeit 
madam, we will be contented to refer the matter unto our counciL' 
After that, his grace looked behind him and saw my lord oi Durham 
and Sir Anthony Brown, and moved them to him with his hand, and 
spake with them softly, that no man could perceive what his grace 
said to them, a pretty space, and delivered the bill unto my lord of 
Durham ; and in his grace's return from them, my lady besought 
his majesty to be good and| gracious lord unto her ; his majesty 
answered, < We will,' and so departed; and farther as jet is not pro- 
ceeded in the matter."" 

Of the ultimate success of her suit, and of her future history, we 
have little notice. The years of her widowhood were principally 
spent at a seat of the earls of Shrewsbury at Warmhill, on the banks 
of the river Wye. 

The following letter, the only specimen of her epistolary corres- 
pondence known to be in existence, shows that she was an occasional 
visitor at the court of Queen Mary. 



My very good lord. 

After my very hearty commendations unto your 
good lordship, these are to ascertain the same, that, 
upon Thursday last, being the 21st of this instant 

» Shrewsbury Papers, vol. ii. fol. B 41. Lambeth MS. 695. See 
also, foL B 63 of the same MS. 
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November, I delivered unto the queen's majesty's 
hands, in her grace''s privy closet at St. James'^ my 
bill of petition, who most graciously accepted the same 
of me, and gave me very good and comfortable words. 
Besides that, her highness did at large examine me of 
your lordship's estate of health, and where your lord- 
ship's abode was at that time, and whether your 
lordship was recovered and amended of your late sick- 
ness. To which sundry questions made unto me by 
her highness, I answered according to my knowledge 
in that behalf; so that I did well perceive, by her 
majesty's earnest inquisitions of your lordship, her 
grace is much careful for your lordship ; and I trust 
by that good occasion to receive at her majesty's 
hands the better success in my business, whereof as 
yet, since your delivery of my bill, I have heard nothing 
at all. Thus, taking my leave of your good lordship, 
I cease for this time farther to trouble your lordship. 
From Coldharborough, this 23rd of November, 1556. 
Your lordship's loving sister, 

M. Northumberland. ; 
To my Lord. 



LETTER CXLII. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[DOMBSTIC BE00BD8, TEMP. MARY I. NO. 120. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Origindl,'\ 

*^* The sufferings of the Marchioness of Exeter during the reign 
of Henry VIII. have been already mentioned. From that period. 
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she renftained in prison ^th her young son, Edward Coortenay, the 
last of. his race, who spent 12 years of his early life, from the age of 
14 to 26, a captive in the Tower. They had not been idly spent, for 
he read and spoke Spanish, French, and Italian, understood mathe- 
matics, and was an accomplished musician and painter.* The 
accession of Queen Mary, however, put a period to his sufferings 
and those of his mother. They were released, and restored to all 
their former honours; hut the association of the name of Edward 
Courtenay with thai of the Princess Elizabeth in Wyat*& rebellion 
causing him to be regarded with some suspicion by Mary's council, 
a permission, equivalent to a command, was given him to travel for 
awhile. On the 8th of May, 1555, he wrote to his mother from 
Calais, announcing his arrival there, " safe but scant sound,*' having 
suffered much from seasickness.^ The present letter is dated 1554, 
but evidently in mistake. It is indorsed in two- places by the earl, 
'< Brussels, May 16th, 1555." 



Son, 

My hearty blessing I send you. And this is to 
certify you that I tarried at Kew until the Sunday 
after your departure,, to see how the inventories and 
your stuff did agree. First, Ravys brought in the 
whole inventory of Richmond stuflF, wherewith my 
bills and his were conferred together, so that all 
the said bills did so agree that we made an honest 
accompt. And then I divided that stuff, and took 
the one-half thereof away, leaving your house wholly 
furnished, every chamber as you left them. And then 
I perused the whole inventories which, Walker saitb, 
is of Cannon-row stuff, and that inventory which I 
had with my bills did agree, saving one canopy of cloth 
of gold and crimson velvet, which I never saw, the 
wlmh canopy. Walker saith, was conveyed, he knoweth 

" Strype's Memorials, vol. iii. past 1, p. 550^ 

b Domestic Beoprdes tamp, Mary L No. 119. State Paper Office. 
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not where. And of that stuff I took nothing away. 
It is no marvel, at such a time, though some things 
were missed. When I had this done I delivered an 
inventory of the stuff, of Kew, and also of the stuff of 
London, which both is now in Kew, the whole charge 
thereof into Walker's hands. And, as for your 
plate, because Walker told me that you would send 
for it, I left it in his hands ; and what your mind is 
therein, send word by your letter. Thus I commit 
you into the hands of Almighty God. From Malsan- 
ger, the 16th of May, 1554. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 

To my SOD, the Earl of 
DeTonahire, deliver 
this. 



LETTER CXLIII. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[domestic records, temp, mart I. NO. 140. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Holograph."] 

Son, 

I have received your letter by Brown, the 8th of 
June, whereby I do perceive you be in good health, 
the which I am glad to hear of, but sorry to perceive 
you have so much business you have no leisure to write 
with your own hand to your own mother: and yet sel- 
dom to hear from you. And thns^ giving you my 
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blessing; I commit you to Almighty Ood. From 
Malsanger, the 8th of June. 

By your loving mother, 

Gebtbude Exeter. 

As this bearer shall shew you, if my waiting^ can 

do you good, if I may get a chamber, I will wait, 

although my years require rest. 

To my BOD, the Earl of 
Devonshire, this be 
delivered. 

Endorsed— << 10th June, 1555." 



The reply of the Earl to the present letter, dated from Brussels, July 
Ist, states that the reason of his seldom writing was, that he had 
little to write about, save that his purse waxed light, and that he did 
not like to trouble her with words without matter. He reports 
that the emperor, the French queen-regent, and the duchess of 
Lorraine, were residents at Brussels, and that he passed his time iu 
viewing the notable places in the country, much to his contentatioii.'" 



LETTER CXLIV. 

Gertrude^ Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a.d. 1555. 

[dOHESTIC records, temp, mart I. NO. 157. STATE PAPER 'office. 

Holograph.'l 

*«• On the 6th of August, the earl of Devonshire wrote to his 
mother, expressing his pleasure to hear that the queen has again 
called her to the privy chamber, and so greatly favours her — ^*^ trust- 
ing," he adds, '* that as you have always borne a true and faithful 

* This probably aUudes to attendance on the queen, 
b Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 146. 
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beart towazds her majesty, ee your eontumanoe therein, wi|h your 
honourable, wise, and yirtuous behayiour, beBidea, shall both nourish 
and increase the same/' He also thanks his mother for sendmg over 
her man to see him.* 
To this letter the present is a reply. 



Son, 

My most hearty blessing I send you, praying our 
Lord to bless you and send you well into these parts 
again. Your letter, written the 6th of August, I 
received the 14th of August. My man was much 
troubled with his passage; for, being on the sea, 
there was a great fight between the Frenchmen and 
the Spaniards, so that the ship he was in was fain 
to turn back again to Calais. I am very glad to 
hear you be in health, the which I pray God long to 
continue. This is to advertise you I intend to take 
my journey to Canford-ward the Monday after Bar- 
tholomew day, and^ whether I ride farther or not, 
I cannot yet ascertain you, but as my business shall 
occasion me I will do; but I appoint, verily, to be 
here again about Michaelmas. There rides with me, 
as they have appointed, both Sergeant Tymwell and 
George Gattys, and a daughter of Master Warham'*s, 
the which is a wife, with others. If wishing might 
take place, you should be there. At my coming 
home I will write to you. And thus, with my hearty 
thanks for your token, I will bid you farewell ; 
praying our Lord to preserve you both in honour and 
virtue, and to give his grace to avoid all ill and sinful 
company. 

« Domestic Records, temp. Mary I. No. 155. 
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Wntten at Makanger, from Sir William Wariiam's 
house, the 20th of Augost, with mj most hearty 
commendations. 

By your loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 
To my son, the Earl of 
' Deyonahiie, give this. 
Endoned^'* 20th August, 1555." ' 



LETTER CXLV. 

Gertrude, Marchioness of Exeter^ to the Earl of 
Devonshire, a-d. 1555. 

[domestic BBOOBDS, TRMP. hart I. NO. ir4. SfiLXE PAPBK OFFfCB. 

Holograph^l 
Son, 

I send you my hearty blessing, praying our Lord 
to bless you ; seeing you be so far from me in a 
strange country, my motherly heart fears many perils 
that might happen to you ; praying you continually 
to love, serve, and fear God, the which, if you so do, 
as I trust you will, his merciful goodness will give you 
grace to fly sin and evil counsel and company, and so 
to preserve you to your comfort of all your friends ; 
for the which I wilT daily most heartily pray to our 
Lord for you. 

And if you will know how I do, this is to advertise 
you I have been at Canford, the which I do not 
mislike, no more I think you will when you see it. 
I went no farther westward. I had preat business at 
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Canford : I have booght* Abres' office there, the whidi,. 
though it have been chargeable to me, yet I have 
it now quietly. Ako, I have bought divers other 
bargains, the which I bear the great charge of, and 
you are like to have the profit, if you be to me as God 
and nature command you. An I had not had wise 
counsel, I could not have compassed so many things 
there as I have done, as you sha.ll know more at your 
coming hither. I had no business at London at this 
time, but only to see the queen's highness and to bear 
of you. To-morrow I do intend to go to the court. 
At this day I spoke with WaUcer, yomr man, by 
whom. I neither received letter nor token from you; 
whereby I peroeive djuekness^ of dutyv I came to 
London the U th of October : this is written the 12th, 
from Master Alderman White's house at London. 
By your loving mother, 

Gl&RTBXJnB EXBTEB. 
To my 800, the Earl of 
DevoDBhire, delirer 
this. 

Endonedi-^^' My Ia^, my mothav, 
12- October, 1555." 
To Brussels. 



LETTEK CXLyi. 

G^rtrudCf Marchioness of Exeter^to the Earl of 
Devonshire. SthNouember; 1555. 

[DOMBBTTC BSCOBDS, TEHP. HAUT I. NO. 168. ST11V PAPER OFFICB. 

HohgraphJ] 

\* Before proceeding to Italy in his tnyels, the earl of Deyon- 
shire had expressed a strong desire to be allowed .to return home to 
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pay his lespectB to the queen, and to see his mother, but King Philip 
peratsted in excosing his return to England,* and gave him letters of 
introduction to several of the Italian princes. He proceeded accord- 
ingly, but died suddenly at Padua the following year, 1556, not 
without suspicion of poison. The following is the last of Grertrude*s 
motherly epistles which has been preserved, though probably not the 
last that she wrote. 



Son, 

Your letter wrote to me, dated the two-and-twen- 
tieth of October, I received from Brown the 7th of 
November. The letter was one way comfortable, to 
perceive you do not forget your mother, who esteems 
you above her own life. And very glad I am to hear 
the king's majesty^ is so much your good lord as you 
write ; beseeching our Lord long to preserve him : but 
sorry I am you will, as I perceive by your letter, travel 
so far hence, but I trust, according to your bounden 
duty, you will first come into England to see the 
queen^s highness and your poor mother, who has as 
little wordly comfort as ever woman had, saving only 
the goodness and comfort of the queen^s highness. As 
I perceive by your letter, your man has to say to me 
from you, but, as he writes to me, he trusts you shall 
shortly come hither and speak with me yourself; the 
which I would be most gladdest of, and causes me 
purposely send this bearer to bring me word ; if there 
be any such good news I will remain here till I hear 
the certainty what you will do. And thus with my 
hearty blessing I will bid you farewell, for I am at this 
present so pained with the cholic and the stone, that 

* Earl of Devonshire to Fowler, 13th and 17th November. Do- 
mestic Records, temp. Mary I. Nos. 191, 197. 
^ Philip of Spain. 



ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES* 809 

I have much ado to write ; fearing you cannot read 
this ill written letter, praying daily for your short 
return into England. Written the 8th of November^ 
from Master Warham's house at Malsanger. 

If you come to England I trust I shall see you, or 
else I will shortly write to you if I be alive. 

By your most assured loving mother, 

Gertrude Exeter. 

To my son, the Earl of 

Deyonshire^ this be 

delivered. 
Endorsed— « 8Ui November, 1555." 



LETTER CXLVII. 



Mary cf Guise^ Queen Dowager of ^coiland^ to Queen 
Mary L a.d. 1557- 

[SCOTLAND ROTAL LETTBBS, VOL. 1. NO. 94. STATE PAPER OFFICE. 

Original,'] 

\* The eagerness and determination with which Lady Margaret 
Douglas insisted upon her clum to the inheritance of her father's 
lands have been alluded to in a previous letter from herself. On the 
death of the earl of Angus in 1556, she found it no easy matter to 
make good her claim, since her husband, the earl of Lenox, being a 
firm adherent of the English faction, had been adjudged a rebel and 
traitor, and his estates forfeited by the queen regent, Mary of 
Guise. 



Right excellent, right high, and mighty princess, our 
dearest sister and ally, 

We commend us heartily unto you. And whereas 
it pleased you to send in Scotland your welbeloved 
servitor. Dr. Hussey, to solicit and follow the cause 



of bdy Maa-garet Bouglas, voDoemiiig tke inherit*- 
anee of tke earldom dT Ai^ua, ^and to itibat effeet 
did address unto us by him ycmr Id^tem of com- 
mendation, desiring us to favoor ibe vame. fiurely, 
in respect of these writings, we have not only given 
the said Dr. Hussey favourable audience in that 
matter, but have also, in eentemplatian of your request, 
opined justice unto him, and given express command 
that the chancellery shall be patent: unto the said lady 
Margaret, albeit she stand in some ease far different 
from the privileges that are common to the subjects 
of this realm. But whereas the said Dr. Hussey 
have upon the 18th of this instant brought a writing 
to us, whereof the desire is that we should dispense 
with the rebellidn of the said lady Margaret's husband, 
sometime earl of Lenox, to the effect that he may 
give consent to the pursuit of the said action, we 
could not meddle therewith, as well for that it is a 
matter of special grace, which we are always accus- 
tomed to refer to our dearest daughter herself, as 
also in respect of the interest that she pretends in the 
same action, whose right we may in no wise prejudge : 
like as we have caused declare to the said Dr. Hussey 
at greater length. Thus, right excellent, right high, 
and mighty princess, our deaa'est sister and ally, we 
commit you to the keeping^ of Almighty Ood. 
At Edinburgh, the 24th day of May, 1557. 
Your good sister and ally, 

Mabie R. 

To the Jlight Excellent, Right High 
and Mighty Princess^ our dearost 
NBster BBtd mSj, the Qmm «f 
Jk^lamd. 



iixu&TaiQus XAj>iB& Sll: 



LETTER CXLVIII. 

Queen Mary I. to the Barem of the Cinque Ports. 
j^D. 1557. 

[xx)TTOif. VS. OTHO, E. IX. TOL. 84. Muoh 5i«fn/.] 

*^ In March, 1557^ Philip of Spain, who had been many months 
absent from England, proposed to risit tiie queen, rather from poli- 
tical than affsdionate motivef . The present letter refers. to prepa- 
rations for bis reception and escort When he disappointed her, 
however, her sole revenge was to send over to his assistance the Earl 
of Pembroke, and a number of troops, who were ordered to be at 
Calais by July 20th.* 

[Right tjrusty and right well beloved, 

[\y!e greet] you well. And where we have [before] 
addressed our letters unto you to cause suc[h ships] 
and vessels of those our 5 ports as w[ere by] our 
former order appointed to attend the coming over of 
our dearest lord and husband the king^s majesty, to 
be put in a readiness to wait upon his highness upon 
convenient warning ; forasmuch as we now certainly 
understand that our said dearest lord and husband 
mindeth, with God's help, to return hither at the end 
of this present month, we have thought good both 
to signify this our knowledge unto you, and there- 
withal require and pray you to give order that the 
said ships may be put in good order and full readi- 
ness [to wait upon him within the]] time above limited, 
[and should you] not perchance (for the sh[[ortness 
of the]] warning,) be able iofimiiedi imd £et f[orth]j 
* Domestic Records, teinp. Mary I. No. 419, 
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the whole and full number of ehips th[erein] appointed, 
(wherein, nevertheless, we require you to do as much 
as you may), our pleasure is, that you foresee that as 
many as you can provide be in all points well fur- 
nished with men, arms, munitions, and all other 
necessaries, wherein the more diligence you shall use 
the more acceptable service shall you do unto our 
said dearest lord and us. And what you shall do 
herein we require you to signify unto us with all con- 
venient speed. Given under our signet, at our manor 
of Greenwich, 15th February, 1556. 



LETTER CXLIX. 

Queen Mary to the Earl of Shrewsbury, a.d. 1567. 

[domestic RBCOSDSi temp. MA&T I. KO, 413. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

\* John Neville, Lord Latimer, had a quarrel with his wife, 
Lady Lucy, daughter to Henry, Earl of Worcester, which ended in 
their separation. Of the four daughters, who were their only 
children, Lady Latimer had, by his consent, taken charge of three.* 
The eldest, Catherine,^ Lord Latimer was permitted to retun, and 
he gave her for education to the care of the Earl of Shrews- 
bury, that she might be near him, and be educated in virtue, and 
that he might visit her as often as lie chose.^^ His wife, however, 
discontent with this arrangement, wrote to the queen, requesting 
that the child might be restored to her, on which her majesty sent 
the following mandate : — 

*■ Dorothy, afterwards wife of William Cecil, Lord Burleigh, and 

Earl of Exeter ; Lucy married to Sir William Comwallis ; and 

to Sir John Davers. 

^ Afterwards married to Henry, Earl of Northumberland. 

^ Lord Latimer to Queen Mary. Domestic Records, No. 423. 
State Paper Office. 
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Right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, 

We greet you well. And whereas upon certain 
occasions there was delivered unto you one of the lord 
Latimer's daughters to continue in your keeping, until 
the parents might the better provide for the good 
education and bringing-up of the same; the lady 
Latimer, who, of a natural and motherly aflFection, 
doth tender the well-doing of her said daughter, hath 
been of late an humble suitor unto us for our letter, 
desiring the rather, by means thereof^ to receive the 
child into her own hands and custody again, as having 
now more opportunity and better means to bring her 
up well than she had before. And albeit we doubt not 
but that she should, without our letters, obtain that 
her desire at your hands ; yet the request being so 
reasonable and tending only to the well bringing-up 
of her daughter, which, as a natural mother, she 
should most care for and may least procure, we 
thought good not to deny her to write herein ; not 
doubting but that you will, according to the tenor of 
these our letters, deliver unto her the child ; whereof 
we shall be desirous to hear. Given, &c. 

Endorsed by Sir John Mason. 

« To the Earl of Shrewsbury, for 
the Lady Latuner's daughter." 



The reply of the Earl of Shrewsbury was as follows' : — 
" May it please your most excellent majesty to be advertised that 
I have received your grace's most honourable letters of the 15th of 
this instant, concerning the delivery of the Lady Latimer's daughter 

• Lambeth MS. 695, fol. b. 57. The original holograph is in the 
State Paper Offiee. 

VOL. III. P 
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to my Udy lier mttfi^r ; «faiflh yoar 4Baj«0ty'8 plsMoie and mb- 
BUkodment, like as according to my most boanden duty, I shall in all 
things most willingly accomplish during my ITTe, so have I thought 
it ay dnty to signify unto your majesty tiie eanse wby she is aot now 
delivered, which is» the 4Shild is yapy weak, and at Ais time cxaaed 
and sickly^ and not able to abide travel this hot season of the year, 
without great danger* unto her, whereof I have advertised my lady 
her morfffaer, Mid ulso her servaots hath wten. tho efaild'* estste .atad 
diaability at this time^wherefore I humbly beseech your majesty not 
to be offended that I did not presently deliver her ; — and, after the 
hot season of the yvar, and the ooeiision of service past fbr the year 
in these-paris, I woidd then in tiie winter <seaBon, if it wenld pleMe 
your majesty to license me, be most glad to repair to see your 
majesty according to my bounden duty, and (hen to bring with me the 
said ehfld^ and deliver her aeoordhig to your majesty's pleasure, mod, 
I tmsty in such ease as your grace shall be pleased, and my lady her 
mother have good cause to be satisfied ; and thus, according to my 
most bounden duty, I shall daily pray to Ahnighty God for the long 
oontinaanoe of your most excellent majesty in felicity. 

" From Sheffield, the 25th day of June, 1557." 

Lord Latimer's remonstrance, dated 16th July, 1557, was very 
pathetic. He entreats the queen to consider that he is a father, that 
his daughters are likely to be his heirs, that reason demanded that 
.he should not be altogether secluded from them, and that he cannot 
think it well that his wife desires all his comfort from him, especially 
since Catherine was in such -good hands. ** For," said he, *' y^hm- 
soever the children shall he spen together, I doubt not hut the 
bringing up of this my daughter shall be found equal, yea, and above 
the other in virtuous manners.*'* 

Of the i88U0 0f these ^special pfaadings .noAmg farther . lias ^oan- 
spired. 



LETTER CL. 

Queen Many L to the Skerijffb of O&wnHes. a.i>. 1557. 

[liinni )ma. mo. 190, vol. <2LL mbvumh vammg. Oi if imTJ 

*«• One of the most ingenious modes by which Queen Mary 
sought to strengthen the interests of the Romish laith was that of 

> Domestic Records, No. 428. 
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trying to inflaenee the election of the members of Parliament. This 
scheme was attended with considerable success. 



Mary the Queen. 

Trusty and wefl-beloved, we greet you weU. And 
whereas for certain great and weighty causes, touch- 
^g both the honour of Alnughty God and the good 
government and wealth of this our realm, we have 
summoned our high court of parliament to be holden 
at Westminster, the .2Qth of January next. For- 
asmuch as we consider that a great part of the 
furthering of such things as shall be treated in our 
said parliament and bringing them to good effect, 
shall consist in the well-appointing and choosing of 
suoh as dball be knights of the shires and burgesses 
of oities and other towns corporate, we have thought 
good specially to require you to have good regard 
within the limit of your sheriffwick in this behalf, and, 
by all the ways and means you can, so far forth as in 
you may lie, to provide that such as' shall be appointed 
to be either knights of the shire or burgesses of any 
city or other town corporate be taken, as near as 
vmy be, of the inhabitants of the city or town for 
wAaA they are chosen, and that they be men given 
to (good order. Catholic, and discreet^ Whereby, as 
you fihall do good serviee unto God and this your 
owMBtry, so «hall you also do unto us right acceptable 
pfoasttre, wbidi we will consider towards you as 
ioooasion may serve. Gi^n under our signet at our 
mKB0v of St. Jame6\ the 10th of December, the 
' ISodipMi '.and £ibh years of our reigns. 
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LETTER CLI. 

Qjieen Mary I. to the Lords Ettre and Wharton. 
A.D. 1557. 

[BOBDBR COBABSPONDENCB, TOL. IX. AB.T. 54. STATE PAPER OFFICE.] 

*«* In spite of the ooldness and neglect which she experienced 
from her husband, Mary's conduct towards him was always marked 
by great deference and submission. An instance of this appears in 
the respeet she showed to his messengers. Another letter, of the 
same date, similar to the present, miUatis mutandis, was addressed to 
the Earl of Northumberland. 



By the Queen. 

Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. 
And whereas Doctor Dassonville, bearer hereof, being 
sent from our dearest lord and husband, the king, as 
his ambassador and special messenger to the dowager 
and governor of Scotland, repaireth presently thither 
with our good favour and licence ; like as since the 
time of his arrival here we have caused him to be en- 
tertained with favour and courtesy, according to his 
estate and person that he beareth ; so our pleasure 
is that, at his coming to that our town, you intreat 
him friendly, seeing him furnished not only of a meet 
and convenient lodging, but also of all other things 
necessary for him and his train, for his reasonable 
money : suffering him to pass by you into Scotland, 
with his train, eight horses which he bringeth with him, 
his money, bags, baggages, and all other his neces- 
saries ; and farther, to appoint unto him a trumpet 
of that town, whom he may send to the said dowager. 
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to declare his coming : taking sucli farther order for 
his safe departure from you into Scotland as you shall 
see to be requisite, in such sort as he may think him- 
self satisfied and well used. Whereof fail you not. 
And these our letters, &c. Given, &c. 

Endorsed 

" «30th December, 1557, 
M. to the Lord Eure, 
and the L.Wharton." 



LETTER CLII. 

Queen Mary I. to several Noblemen of England. 
A.D. 1557. 

[CALAIS CORRESPONDENCB, BUNDLE 10, ART. 245. STATE PAPER 
OFFICE.] 

•** The loss of Calais was one of the severest blows which 
England had sustained for centurids. It was so deeply felt by Mary, 
that she said, should her heart be opened after her death, Calais 
would be found engraved ppon it. The present letter shows the 
eagerness of her measures in its defence. 



By the Queen. 
Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And 
understanding by advertisement from our right trusty 
and well-beloved counsellor, the Lord Wentworth, 
deputy of our town and marches of Calais^ that the 
French have approached our said town, and mean 
some exploit, either towards that or some other our 
pieces on that side, by reason whereof it behoveth, for 
the safeguard and defence of our said town and 
marches, that a greater number of men be out of 
hand sent thither than are presently there ; we let 
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you wit our pleasure and straft commandmeiit is, 
Aat you shall, forthwith upon the receipt hereof, lety 
of your servants, tenants and friends, and others 
^thin your rules and offices, or elsewhere, by virtue 
of these our letters and comnxisBion, the number of 
fifty able footmen, whereof as many to be armed and 
sufficiently weaponed as you can, and the rest that 
cannot so be furnished to send forth in such sort as 
they may be gotten^ so as the said whole number of 
fifty men fail not to be at Dover on Friday or Satur- 
day next at the farthest, or sooner, if it possibly may 
be, where at their coming we have given order that 
our well-beloved serrant, Thomas Keys^ oar seijeaat- 
porter^ shall receive the charge of them ; and have in 
like manner appointed their conduct-money to be 
paid unto them immediately upon their arrival at 
Calais. And beeause this our service re^pureth pre- 
sent expedition, you shall not need to 1^7 for tke 
making of any coats for the said numbers, but to send 
them forwards with all eaipeditioi^ utiiig the ifitter 
so as our service may oHly be regarded herein with- 
out respect of any gain or advantage. Whereof fail 
you not as you tender our service, and as we specially 
trust you. And these our letters shall be your suf- 
ficient warrant and discharge in that behalf. 

Given under our signet at our manor of Greenwich, 
the 2nd of January, the fourth and fifibh years of our 
reigns. 

Endorsed ^ A minnte of the letten 
sent to eert»in nolilemea asd 
gentlemen to leyj men X% send 
to GaUis, the 2nd of Januttfy, 
1567." 



lUiUSTRIOUa LAOICSff. ^19 

LETTER CLIIL 
Queen Mary L to the Lord Admiral, a.d. 1558. 

[domestic SECOBDS, temp, mart I. NO. 505. STATE PAPEB OFFICE.] 

•^* The visit of King Philip, so ei^erly anticipated in the present 
letter, did not take place. After his departure, in 1557, the queen 
never saw her husband again. 



By ths Qg 

Bight trinty and well-beloTedy we greet jou welL 
And whereas of late we were advertised that our 
denresi; lend aaid hmband, the king, intended to make 
his r^air iirto this roakt, fiiir which eanse we willad 
yoB to go to the sea,, and to make saoh proTaHoa ef 
ships, and other thimgs neeessavy, as for the kuuK 
portatien of his hj^mess ahaU seem coQTenient ; we 
let yoa wk that we have rmw reeeived advertisMBMiit 
from his laghnasa, whereby we perceive his afiaizs aoi 
wei^y boMMSs to be sach, and the eneny in such 
readiness to annoy that eoimibry, that his bij^eas 
can in no wise aQco«fUsh hia ibrmer intent* whereof 
vm have thougb^ gi»od to give yon Imowled^ and 
farther to will you^ th«t m^ aU. expedition yon Innd 
in mxB» eonvenient plaoe of that <co<ist» and so repair 
to our said deamet lord and hnshaA< not only to see 
hasliighiiMm bud also to imdamtand his £nrUfter plea- 
snie ki anything that hn shall say unto you: takh^ 
such order for disposing our ships in the mean tidsie 
as to your wisdom shall seem best; whioh we eesamit 
whuUy to yew dssctetioau 

0»nm wader onrsignolv ^ our manoc of Greenmdi, 
the 17ih day of Mar* ike fourth and. fifth years of 
on»j 
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LETTER CLIV. 
Queen Mary I. to John Tuck, Esquire, a.d. 1558. 

[historical HSS., vol. I. NO. 39. IN THE PRITATB COLLECTION OF 

DAWSON TURNER, ESQ. Original,] 

Mart the Queen. 

Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well. And, 
whereas the present state in which we now stand, being 
in wars with our ancient enemies, the French and 
Scots, hath moved us have a special care to the de- 
fence of this our realm and our loving subjects of the 
same; for which cause we have not only appointed our 
lieutenants in sundry shires, but also by them taking 
further order for putting all things under their charge 
in such a readiness as appertaineth ;-f-we let you wit ^ 
that, minding also to have a sufficient strength, espe- 
cially of horsemen, present, in a readiness to defend 
our borders of the north against the enemy there^ 
being aided by the French ; we have for that purpose 
addressed our letters to sundry of our nobility and 
gentlemen, and appointed them^ like as by these we 
do appoint you, to put in order and a readiness our 
able men, sufficiently furnished with horse and armour 
for a demilance. Requiring you, therefore, as we 
specially trust you, to follow the execution of this our 
pleasure, and to have the same demilance in a perfect 
readiness by the 17th day of July nextensuing; at which 
day he shall shew himself before our trusty and well- 
beloved counsellor. Sir Henry Jemegan, knight, master 
of our horse, our lieutenant of that our county of 
Kent, or his deputy, in such place as he or his said 
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deputy shall appoint ; and there receive order and 
further knowledge of our said lieutenant or his deputy, 
in such place as he or his said deputy shall appoint ; 
and there receive order and further knowledge of our 
said lieutenant or his deputy of his setting forth, and 
whither he shall repair. At which place so signified 
unto him, he shall receive coat and conduct money by 
our appointment. And such order as shall be by our 
said lieutenant or his deputy given, our pleasure and 
conmiandment is you' see observed^ as well as if it were 
expressed in these our letters. Whereof fail ye not 
as you tender our pleasure and will answer for the 
contrary. Given under our signet, at our manor of 
St. James, the 17th day of June, the fourth and fifth 
years of our reigns. 

To our trusty and well-bdoved 
John Tucke, Esq., Kent. 



LETTER CLV. 

The Princess Elizabeth to Queen Mary, a.d. 1558. 

[lbti tita di busabeita, tol. I., p. 307.] 

•«*In the year 1558, proposals of marriage were made to tlie prin- 
cess Elizabeth by Gustavus Yasa, King of Sweden, on behalf of his son 
Eric. She refused, however, to return any answer, unless the affair 
were previously communicated to the queen her sister. Her letter 
to Sir Thomas Pope on the subject, along with his view of the 
reasons of her opposition to the marriage, are printed from Warton's 
Life of Sir T. Pope, by Miss Strickland.* 

• Queens of England, vol. vi. p. 136. 

P 2 
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My quew and BiBter, 

Great as ha^e been my afflictioiis, and not amaU 
my disfaTour wiih yo«r majesly, I ha^e always foond 
BO great the justice and goodneBs in joxxt majeBtyls 
royal breast, that I have never knpttted the caoso of 
them to other than some malignant lafti^iee of my 
fortune. And, though my mnfortunes had been 
greater, they oouki newr baToeffiiced from my heazt 
those sentiments by Whish I ftdly recogmce vihat k 
tad ought to be the seal ^AAA I owe your mi^esty** 
The ties of blood, my ^amsk and sister, render m» 
interested in every thkig^ tihat <)oMern8 ]wiir glory, 
and the duties of servant aaid snbjeet increase in 
me a perfect subnussioa to your royal and sovermgn 
authority. 

The answer which I have given to the Swedish 
Ambassador, whose proposition indeed surprised me 
exceedingly, is the result of duty ; and I could not 
have answered him otherwise than I did. But the 
thanks which you have been pleased to make me 
for it, through Mr, ¥xxp% is ooJy the effect of your 
august and bountiful goodness ; which shall make me, 
more and more, bounden to your majesty. 

I can assure you, madam^ ti&at siaeo I have known 
myself and have had some use of my reason, I have 
never had other thought not other wii^ but of loving 
and respecting you as my elder sister, and of rever- 
ing and obeying you ajsi my queen and mistress. I 
only supplicate yoo to rest persaaded tiiai, as Biwfa 
have ever been my sentiments, they wffl now increase 
rather than diminish^ and that I will seize, with 



pleasure, every opfoxt$xDxtjf fd showing, to all the 
WiM*ld th«b I «gi 

Your mBjvtiifB Terjr obedieaA mtrmat and swtery 

Elisasbtb. 

At Hatfield, 25th of February. 



LETTER CLVl. 
Queen Mary to Dr. Robinson. a.d. 1558. 

[domestic BBOORDS, TBHP. MA&T I., NO. 588. 8SASE TAPEB OFFICE.] 

\* Matthew, Eaxl of Lenox, was, as need scarcely be said, the 
husband of the Lady Margaret DongbSy Queen Mary's cousin and 
early oompanioni and the father of Henry Damley. 



By the Qubbn. 
TnMty axA weit-'befoved^ w» ^eet you welt. And 
whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to visit our 
right trusty and right well-beloved cousin the earl of 
Lenox with some sickness and infirmity of body, 
whereof we trust be sugbt be anueh eased and 
relieved b^ the: presenod of soae good, vietuoiis, soid 
leaxofid jnaa: forasniiGh as we. aee. very 4eauNNiB te 
procttifi him soma ease and heU^ h&ma^ii it may be» 
knowing your aptness for that piupose, we have 
thought good to require you to take the pain, forth- 
with upon the receipt of these our letters, to repair 
unto the* said ead of Lomk aad to^ om&r with Um 
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as you shall see oocasion ministered unto you ; using 
vour accustomed wisdom in the giving unto him such 
godly and learned counsel, advice, and comfort, as to 
your discretion shall be thought meet; wherein we 
pray you to travail to the best of your power, and to 
advertise us in the end what you shall have done in 
this behalf, wherein you shall administer unto us 
acceptable pleasure and service. Given, &c. 

Endorsed « 27th July, 1558, M. to 
Dr. RobinBODy Dean 
of Durham, to repair 
to the Earl of Lenox» 
being sick, and to giye 
him good counsel." 



LETTER CLVII. 

Queen Mary L to the Fellows of Magdalen CoUegey 
Oxford. A.D. 1558. 

[domestic records, temp, hart I. STATE PAPER OFFICE. *] 

Well-beloved, we greet you well. And where it 
hath pleased Almighty God to call unto his mercy your - 
late head and president of Magdalen^ College, whereby 
you and that university have received a loss. Like as, 
for our part) considering of what importance the good 

■ The records from which the present letter is taken are at present 
uncalendared. 
^ The words in Italics have been lined through in the MS. 
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government of that and the like houses, and the well 
bringing up of the youth and company of the same is, 
to the increase of the service of God, and the common 
wealth of our whole realm ; we have always had, and 
yet have a special desire and care to have wise, grave, 
and virtuous men placed in the room of heads of such 
houses. So being credibly informed of the worthiness 
of certain men which be of the foundation of your 
said house, that is to say. Marshal archdeacon of 
Lincoln, John Somer, Prebendary in our college of 

Windsor, and Slyethurst, now head of Trinity 

college, in Oxford, who, as we may learn and are 
given to understand^ be, for their learning, virtue, and: 
gravity, very meet men to receive such a charge, we' 
have thought good by these our letters to recommend > 
them, and every one of them unto you for that purpose.' 
Requiring you, in the electing of a president for your 
said house, to have such consideration as our care 
which we have of the well-doing thereof may be 
answered and your duty towards the same remem- 
bered, and as you will answer to the contrary if any 
unmeeter man than one of these be elected to that 
room. 

Given under our signet, at our manor of Rich- 
mond, the 12th of August, the fifth and sixth years 
of our reign. 
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LETTER CLYIH. 

Princets Elizabeth to King Philip, a.d. 1558. 

*«* The following letter is curious, when eonsidered in oonnection 
with Muabeth's Babfleqaent'detanQftied «ad vweeflsfixl ffffomHom to 



Sire «Qd dearest caaaim. 

The honour which yomr lOAjMtjr has cbne »e bj 
sending a genileQiaQ to advertiMr nie eC the d^aslli ef 
the wgoank emperai, ycKir fatiier, of aosfc gibrieaa 
flaemory, agreeabfy reniiids mo thvt your wagmtbf 
ootttianaB to honour mie witi» that geaeroas. good^will 
whidn }^ii ha^e beea pleased evet to hortovr en ne, 
and from nhioh I haw &lt »^ raneh adTaatage that, 
m calhng to miiad these gsaeoa and fairooni^ I eon 
find no oth^ fit maaaa of erinciag tay gratitude thaa 
by earnestly romemharing that Idie life I ei^ey m 
equally tibe firsit of the qnoeiL my sister's goodttooa 
and of yeiv majeety^a magaaanaoms prolocticn. 

You do me justice, sire, in being persuaded that I 
feel as mueb joy at the vietonaB you gaiB^ and tfie 
happy enaoessfia Uiat attend your aimHs aa I an 
pierced with affliction at the distresses wUoh hefaSI 
you. The happiness I have in being so nearly allied 
to you, and not less my veneration, esteem, and obli- 
gation for your majesty'^s great merit, touch me too 
sensibly not to make me sympathise with you in the 
loss of a father so great and glorious. But since I 
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should offer some consolation to your affliction, I 
cannot do it better than by reminding you that your 
august father thought death so glorious that he even 
wished to die before going out of the world. And it 
is certain that if his life has been an epitome of won- 
ders, his death will also be a miracle of glory to all 
posterity. We ought not, then, to mourn the Em- 
peror Charles, your father, as one dead ; we ought 
rather to look on him as one who shall live in all 
future ages ; and, if his body is reduced to ashes, his 
name is too immortal ever to die. I am employed 
at present in reading the history of his warlike actions, 
and his great feats of courage and valour, in order to 
redouble, by the glorious memory of the father, the 
veneration and esteem which I have for the son. 

I pray God that, amidst the afflictions which such 
a loss causes you, he may load your life with pro- 
sperity and happiness ; so shall I ever, with greater 
satisfaction, assure you that I am your majesty's very 
humble servant and sister-in-law, 

Elizabeth. 

19th October, 1638. 
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